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What’s the Buzzzz? 

 

 

 

• Congratulations to class 41!!!! 

• Summer Social on June 27th at First Presbyterian. 

• Sign up for a dish or dessert to bring to the social.  

• New Special Volunteer Opportunities available. 

• Don’t forget about Seed Exchange! 

• Great Continuing Education classes in the near future. 

• The Fourth of July Parade will be here soon! 
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Letter from the President 
 

Hello All, 
 
June is here and everything is still green! Looks like we’re off  to a good start for 
summer. The recent rains have been a blessing and all of  our babies, meaning our 
plants, are thriving. How great is that for this time of  year? As the days get longer 
and hotter, remember to keep an eye out for heat-loving pests like spider mites, 
thrips, and aphids. Their populations can quickly get out of  hand unless you check 
daily and catch them in the act early. Look under leaves and watch for signs that 
your plants are in distress. 
 
How about making this the year that you let predatory insects control your garden 
pests? Instead of  reaching for a pesticide that kills all insects, try controlling           
unwanted pests with your garden hose. A good blast of  water, just enough, will 
knock off  aphids, thrips, and spider mites if  caught early. That allows the predatory 
bugs to do their job and devour the bad bugs. 
 
If  you see ladybugs, parasitoid wasps, praying mantas, and assassin bugs in your 
garden, congratulations! You have free pest control! Learn to recognize the good 
guys and let them be your garden helpers. It really does work, and you can celebrate 
with healthy plants, good harvests, and the healthy eating of  your pesticide-free  
produce. 
 
Speaking of  celebrating, how about our recent MG Class 41 graduates? Please plan 
to come to the GCMG Summer Social this month, June 27th, to honor our recent 
graduates. Let’s do our part to help them feel welcomed and honored. Many of  them 
will also be certified. Great job MG Class 41! 
 
Next month, on the 4th of  July, Class 41 has chosen to continue the annual class  
project of  entering a GCMG float in the Biggest Small-Town Fourth of  July Parade in 
downtown Seguin, TX. This is very exciting and I hope you will either help out the 
class with the float or cheer from the parade sidelines on July 4th. Either way, it’s a 
great parade and something that our small town and our organization can be proud 
of! 
 
Everyone, please take care during these hot summer days. Stay active but hydrated. 
Stay involved without overdoing it. And whatever you do, volunteer and take pride in 
your community, it’s rewarding and benefits everyone.  
 
At your service, 
April Rippel 
2026 GCMG President 
 
- "The glory of  gardening: hands in the dirt, head in the sun, heart with nature; to   
nurture a garden is to feed not just on the body, but the soul." -- Alfred Austin 
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Membership Corner 

Scholarship Letter of Appreciation 
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Membership Corner  

Recognitions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lynn Becker  

receiving her Master Gardener   

Certification from April Rippel 
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Membership Corner 

 

 

What’s that Bug? 

Squash Vine Borer 

Melinda Lucas  

 

   Most of us like moths, but there is one moth that we all abhor, and 
that is the Squash Vine Borer moth (Melittia cucurbitae).   
   The moth itself isn’t so bad.  It is small and colorful and a great     
pollinator.  The larva however, is the little white “grub” that destroys 
our squash vines and cause a gardener to go from being excited to 
being angry.  One day there is a beautiful vine with squash and the 
next day the vine looks dehydrated and your squash are in danger.   
   The larva then turns into a chrysalis underground and then emerges 
as another moth to start the cycle over again.  Unfortunately, the 
chrysalis looks like that of many other moths, making it very difficult 
to eliminate.   
   The best way to curb these moths is to inspect your vine early every 
morning and remove any brown spots that may be eggs, and then use 
Bt on the stems to insure that your vine is safe. 
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Monthly Meeting 
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Membership Director Report 
  Month Ending April 30, 2026 

Prepared by David Koepp, Membership Director 
 

Executive Summary: 

1. Congratulations to our Master Gardener of the Month April winner Ernestine Sykes! 
2. 2025 Interns you have until the end of this month June 30th, 2026, to achieve your 50 

hours for certification.  
3. 2026 Interns you have until the end of June 30, 2027.  Although, most of you have 

already met your certification requirements! Congrats!!!  
4. Aside from the many project gardens and other projects shown on the Approved 

Projects List which you can see by clicking the link above or by downloading it from 
VMS (under General Information> DOCs & Newsletters > Other Category), there  
are also many indoor opportunities to get volunteer hours, and tons of online      
continuing education available.                                                                                              
See that list here: https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/files/2026/04/2026-
Volunteer-CE-Opportunities.pdf 

 

2026 Recertification Requirements are 20 hours Volunteer & 10 hours Continuing      
Education.  

Did you know you could access VMS from your smartphone? Check out the VMS tips 
and tricks section for VMS on our website. More tips & tricks coming soon! Let me 
know things you’d like to see added. 

Remember, the timely input of your volunteer (and CE hours) is critical to our organiza-
tion’s funding; thus, we cannot stress the importance of the timely input of your hours 
enough.  

We recommend entering your hours into VMS if not the same day as the task               
performed, then at least weekly! But worst case: Please, log all of your hours by or    
before the last day of the month in order for them to be counted properly.  

Missed the Monthly Meeting? You can view the recordings and the pre-meeting slides 
and the Membership Meeting Agenda & slides on our website under “Continuing         
Education” then click on the “GCMG Lunch & Learns & Membership Meeting                
Recordings’ link. You can find all our recorded meetings, Lunch & Learns, and 
slideshows that are available here broken down by year and month.  They are also on 
our YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/@gcmgtx?sub_confirmation=1 

I have made many changes to our main website recently and many more are coming 
soon. Please check it out when you get a chance. I truly appreciate hearing all your 
feedback. Let me know what you think, what you like/dislike and what else you would 
like to see added.  Also, if something is missing from our website, or you just have a 
comment or suggestion?  Please click here to let us know! 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this report, with VMS or EVS, please 
contact David Koepp dhkoepp.GCMG@gmail.com  or GV:  210-263-3624 voice/text 
friendly. 

https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/files/2026/02/GCMG-Approved-Projects-for-2026-Rev-02252026.pdf
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/files/2026/02/GCMG-Approved-Projects-for-2026-Rev-02252026.pdf
https://vms.texasmg.org
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/files/2026/04/2026-Volunteer-CE-Opportunities.pdf
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/files/2026/04/2026-Volunteer-CE-Opportunities.pdf
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/master-gardeners-reporting-volunteer-and-continuing-education-hours/vms-tips-tricks/
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/master-gardeners-reporting-volunteer-and-continuing-education-hours/vms-tips-tricks/
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/master-gardeners-reporting-volunteer-and-continuing-education-hours/
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/continuing-education/
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/continuing-education/
https://www.youtube.com/@gcmgtx?sub_confirmation=1
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/contact-us/suggestions-questions/
mailto:dhkoepp.GCMG@gmail.com


8 

Membership Director Report 

   
 

Monthly Report Summary 2026 April Breakdown: 

 

Monthly Report April 2026 Summary Breakdown: 

 

April 2026 Volunteer Recognition Drawing of Certified* Master Gardeners 

Recognition Drawings: 
     April 5+ Annette Padgett, May Door Prize: Janet Magee 

Roster Totals for January 2026 Intern (40)  8/32 Certified (130) Leave of Absence (11) Inactive (18) Faculty/Staff (4) Emeritus(a) (3) Released (0) Retired (0) Realigning (1) Archived (0)

Roster Totals for February 2026 Intern (42)  8/31/3 Certified (131) Leave of Absence (9) Inactive (15) Faculty/Staff (4) Emeritus(a) (3) Released (0) Retired (1) Realigning (1) Archived (1)

Roster Totals for March 2026 Intern (44)  8/31/5 Certified (132) Leave of Absence (8) Inactive (13) Faculty/Staff (4) Emeritus(a) (3) Released (1) Retired (1) Realigning (1) Archived (2)

Roster Totals for April 2026 Intern (44)  8/31/5 Certified (134) Leave of Absence (7) Inactive (12) Faculty/Staff (4) Emeritus(a) (3) Released (0) Retired (0) Realigning (0) Archived (0)

Month # Members Reporting Mbrs w/ 5+ Hours Vol Hours CE Hours Contacts Pounds Produce Mileage

January 74 or 57% 41 1293.10 131.75 34 664 6393.30

February 82 or 63% 64 2145.40 205.75 541 354 8599.95

March 79 or 60% 50 2275.75 284.75 232 127 10013.30

April 79 or 59% 51 2466.00 204.55 924 312 11248.50

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

Peak 2026 (So Far) 82 or 63% 64 2466 285 924 664 11248.50

Avg 2026 (So Far) 78 or 60% 52 2046 207 433 365 9064.00

Totals 2026 82 or 63% Peak n/a 8180.25 826.80 1731 1457 36255.05

2025 127 n/a 17,483.37    2,381.90             4,171                10,186                  70,087.17 

2024 158 n/a      14,959.25               1,712.00                  2,539                     9,362 60,378.50 

2023 165 n/a      14,790.50               1,738.15                  1,664                     5,593 55,688.70 

2022 146 n/a      11,786.80               1,646.25                  3,261                            -   44,919.64 

# Submited # Not Submited

Number of Certified Members that reported any amount of hours for April by reporting deadline 79 55

Volunteer Hours  (Certified Status) April 2026 Vol CE

Members with 0 hours reported 55 77

Members with >0 & <5 hours 18 48

Members with => 5 & <25 hours 40 9

Members with => 25 & <100 hours 17 0

Members with => 100 & <200 hours 4 0

Members with => 200 & <300 hours 0 0

Members with => 300 & <400 hours 0 0

Members with => 400 & <500 hours 0 0

Members with => 500 hours 0 0

Vol CE

Number of Volunteers Reporting YTD 2026 104 30

Volunteer Hours Year-To-Date Vol CE

Number of Members with 0 hours 30 40

Number of Members with >0 & <5 hours 7 34

Number of Members with => 5 & <25 hours 44 56

Number of Members with => 25 & <100 hours 33 4

Number of Members with => 100 & <200 hours 11 0

Number of Members with => 200 & <300 hours 5 0

Number of Members with => 300 & <400 hours 2 0

Number of Members with => 400 & <500 hours 1 0

Number of Members with => 500 hours 1 0

1.  ADAMS, MABEL "KATHY" 18.  EILAND, RACHEL 35.  MULLINS, GARY "MAC"

2.  ALTHAUSER, MARZELLUS "MARCEL" 19.  FISHER, DAVID 36.  MUSCHALEK, KEITH

3.  ANCELET, LISA 20.  FOX, JOYCE 37.  MUSCHALEK, ROBIN

4.  BOLLINGER, MARK "BO" 21.  FOX, VIRGINIA "GINNY" 38.  NODINE, WILLIAM

5.  BRAVO-GONZALEZ, DIANA 22.  FRIESENHAHN, JOYCE 39.  ODVODY, DALE

6.  BRKICH, KAREN 23.  GEINZER, REBECCA 40.  ODVODY, DEANNA "ANN"

7.  BURRIS, WELTA 24.  GONZALEZ, POTA "PENNY" 41.  OTTENAD, ANNE

8.  BURTON, RODNEY 25.  GRIFFIS, JUDY 42.  OXFORD, PAULA

9.  CARRELL, KAREN 26.  HARD, ROSE "DIANA" 43.  PADGETT, ANNETTE

10.  CARTER, MARTHA "MARTY" 27.  HARMON, DOMINIQUE 44.  PHELPS, CLAYTON

11.  CAVAZOS, RACHEL 28.  HENRY, BETH 45.  PRINCE, PAUL

12.  CHASON, ANGELA 29.  KNOBLES, JANICE 46.  SCHULTZE, PATRICIA "PAT"

13.  COCKERELL, REX "ALAN" 30.  LEACOCK, SUZANNE 47.  STEELE, TIMOTHY "TIM"

14.  COLLIER, COLLEEN 31.  LUCAS, MELINDA 48.  STYBLO, MARY

15.  COVER, KAY 32.  MARTINEZ, DIANA 49.  SUCHAN, CAROL

16.  DE JESUS, SANDRA 33.  MONCADA, JUAN 50.  SYKES, ERNESTINE

17.  DYKES, MARIA 34.  MOTT, ROBERT "KEITH" 51.  TAYLOR, DENEESE

Certified Members in April with 5+ hours (*Voting Board Members not eligible)
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Membership Director Report 
 

Milestone Achievements 

 

Recertification / Certification Achievements 

 
 

Summary of April 2026 Projects Data 

 

100 Hour Club VOL Hours (Sum) CE Hours (Sum) 200 Hour Club VOL Hours (Sum) CE Hours (Sum)

BOLLINGER, MARK "BO" 132.25 11.75 CARROLL, KATHLEEN "KATHY" 236.10 12.00

BRKICH, KAREN 109.00 14.00 MALONE, PAMELA "PAM" 227.55 12.00

CARTER, PAUL 177.00 7.00 ODVODY, DALE 248.50 8.50

CHASON, ANGELA 147.55 35.55 PHELPS, CLAYTON 268.00 8.00

HENRY, BETH 104.75 10.50 RIPPEL, APRIL 294.50 18.75

KOEPP, KAREN 115.25 14.25 300 Hour Club VOL Hours (Sum) CE Hours (Sum)

LUCAS, MELINDA 110.50 6.25 FISHER, DAVID 302.80 32.00

MCELVEEN, HELEN "KAY" 116.50 17.00 HARMON, DOMINIQUE 396.95 10.30

OTTENAD, ANNE 116.30 6.00 400 Hour Club VOL Hours (Sum) CE Hours (Sum)

STEELE, TIMOTHY "TIM" 162.25 4.00 RIPPEL, FRANK 448.00 34.00

YOUNGER, PAMELA "PAM" 166.00 7.25 600 Hour Club VOL Hours (Sum) CE Hours (Sum)

KOEPP, DAVID 604.25 14.50

Certified Members Milestone Achievements Volunteer Hours April 2026 YTD

MG Name VOL Hours (Sum) CE Hours (Sum) Start Year Month Cert/Recert Achieved

BOLLINGER, MARK "BO" 132.25 11.75 2019 April

BRKICH, KAREN 109 14.00 2023 April

CARROLL, KATHLEEN "KATHY" 236.1 12.00 2008 March

CHASON, ANGELA 147.55 35.55 2025 March

FISHER, DAVID 302.8 32.00 2025 February

HARMON, DOMINIQUE 396.95 10.30 2025 April

HENRY, BETH 104.75 10.50 2014 March

KOEPP, DAVID 604.25 14.50 2023 February

KOEPP, KAREN 115.25 14.25 2023 February

MALONE, PAMELA "PAM" 227.55 12.00 2024 April

MCELVEEN, HELEN "KAY" 116.5 17.00 2014 March

MUSCHALEK, ROBIN 41.5 11.00 2019 April

NODINE, WILLIAM 30.5 53.50 2017 March

PADGETT, ANNETTE 47.5 13.00 2025 April

PRINCE, PAUL 83.95 10.25 2022 April

RIPPEL, APRIL 294.50 18.75 2015 January

RIPPEL, FRANK 448 34.00 2021 February

SCHULTZE, PATRICIA "PAT" 23.5 13.00 2000 April

SMITH, KATHLEEN 76 11.00 2018 March

STYBLO, MARY 53.5 12.00 2011 March

SUCHAN, CAROL 94.8 18.00 2014 April

SYKES, ERNESTINE 97.5 19.00 2016 March

WATKINS, PATRICIA 22 10.00 2012 April

Members who have met or exceeeded Recertification Requirements already in 2026!
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Ask the Master Gardeners 

Q: I have petunias planted in my beds and they look great. Can I leave them for the summer 
or do I have to replace them with a summer plant? 
A: The Texas Superstar site says that most petunias do not hold up to our summer heat 
and humidity. However, a Texan (Greg Grant) developed the Laura Bush petunia which is 
able to stand our summers. It is a trailing petunia. Later, two more trailers, Tidal Wave    
Silver and Tidal Wave Cherry, were introduced. I asked at my local nursery as I bought my 
periwinkles whether he recommended leaving in my petunias (non-trailers) or pulling them 
out. He said take them out. (I will look for these trailing varieties next year). 
     So now, what do we plant that will hold up? My favorite summer annual is the periwinkle 
or vinca. Doug Welsh, Extension Horticulturist, recommends caladium, coleus, scaevola, 
and variegated tapioca. Other plants available in my local nursery are marigolds, portu-
laca, purslane, and zinnia. Today there was also a large display of Angelonia angustifolia 
which, according to Texas Superstars, is a spreading annual with upright flower spikes 
that look like miniature snapdragons. The plant can stand full sun in all areas of Texas and 
tolerates heat well. It grows 12 to 18 inches tall and blooms from summer until frost. 
 
Q: I am having bird trouble. As soon as my tomato turns red, someone pecks it. Help! 
A: Doug Welsh has a simple answer that I’ve used and been happy with for many years.   
He says that as soon as the bottom or blossom end of the tomato turns from green to white 
with a touch of red, it is fully mature and will ripen indoors away from the birds. At that 
point I place mine on the kitchen counter where it finishes turning red. 
 
Q: I have spider mites on my tomatoes. What does Texas A&M recommend? 
A: In a May 2024 article, Bob Whitney, Extension Organic Program Specialist with Texas 
A&M, gives his recommendations after saying that you should be watching your plants 
carefully from the start so that they don’t get too bad before you have a large infestation.  
If you start early enough you can wash the spider mites off with hard streams of water or 
use an insecticidal soap. He adds that Sulphur has been used as a preventive. Whitney   
also adds that his experience with garlic and other botanicals has not been good. He lists 
the following organic products that have a good track record: Certis Biologicals with their 
BoteGHA, PFR-97, Sil-Matrix, DES-X, and Trilogy. Also Pro Farm with Grandevo and       
Venerate. He also lists Spinosad as possibly effective. Whitney lists two types of beneficial 
insects that are effective: Phytoseiulus persimilis or Neoseiulus cucumeris beneficial 
mites. As always, let me add, before you use any spray, read the bottle directions. Note  
the time of day, how close to harvest, safety precautions, and other pertinent information. 

Clara Mae Marcotte and Ernestine Sykes are the Ask A Master Gardener GCMGs with 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension. If you have a Gardening question, please feel free to text 
or email the Master Gardeners: Text: 210-544-0756 or email: GCMGTX@gmail.com 

mailto:GCMGTX@gmail.com
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GCMG FACEBOOK COMMUNITY  
By Kat Adams  
 
We added 73 new members to our Facebook Community.  They want to learn how to 
grow herbs, vegetables, and water correctly. 
 
Our top posts were from Belle McCarten, Melinda J. Bruce Lucas, Frank Rippel, and 
Dominique Rosini Harmon.  Thank you all who posted. 
 
What to plant in June  
Okra, Mustard Greens, English Peas, Snap Peas, Pumpkin, Sweet Potato, Sweet 
Corn, Green Beans, Onions, Tomato, Eggplant. 
 
Plants To Attract Beneficial Insects To Your Garden  
Beneficial insects provide essential services to your garden such as pollinating 
flowers or attacking harmful insects so your garden can thrive.  Flowering plants 
provide food, shelter, and habitat for beneficial insects.  Some beneficial insects  
include bees, lady bugs, lacewings, hoverflies, and parasitic wasps. 
 
Attract beneficial insects with Basil, Borage, Buckwheat, Cilantro, Chocolate Daisy, 
Crimson Clover, Dill, Creeping Thyme, Fennel, Lantana, Lavender, Marigolds,      
Maximilian Sunflower, Mealycup Sage, Milkweed, Catmint, Nasturtiums, Purple 
Coneflower, Rosemallow, Sulphur Cosmos, Sunflower, Sweet Alyssum, White Lace 
Flower, Wild Bergamot, Yarrow and Zinnia. 
 
Please continue to post photos of  your gardens, garden hacks, and questions.  All 
are appreciated.  We learn from each other. 
 
Enjoy Your Gardens   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/148498042257252/
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The Wandering Gardeners 
Comal Park @ Canyon Lake 

 
https://wordcc.com/comal-park/ 

 
By Kat Medeiros-Oropeza 

 
 

    My family and I had the wonderful opportunity to partake     
in a Springtime afternoon in Canyon Lake in early May. The 
gentle breezes, gaiety of  swimmers, and walkers contributed  
to the calmness and hope that Spring and meadows of  flowers 
bring.  What's not to love about splashes of  yellow and the  
fluttering of  butterfly wings? 
    The Canyon Lake area is one of  the gems of  the Hill County 
and not too far from Cibolo.  We started our journey with     
Canyon Lake Dam as our intended destination, but it was 
closed for repairs.  After a Google search, we knew which park 
we wanted to go to, and that was Comal Park at Canyon Lake 
and the views did not disappoint.  
    Comal Park is a 116 acre Park located on the South Shore of  
Canyon Lake near Startzville.  While there, we saw swimmers, 
hikers, and boats enjoying the view and water.   
    It is my observation that the Wandering Gardeners  article 
features beautiful gardens, many with themes, flowers and    

decor which matches the overall idea of  each garden.  They are  definitely beautiful!  But  
my love for Texas wildflowers and the joy of  spring compelled me to share our visit to    
Comal Park and wildflowers.  I hope you all enjoy! 

 

"The Earth Laughs in Flowers" Ralph Waldo Emerson 

https://wordcc.com/comal-park/
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The Wandering Gardeners 

 
  
      

 

If you would like to have your wandering gar-

dener experience published, please email your 

favorite 7 pictures and 3 short paragraphs to  

Melinda Lucas at MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com  

mailto:MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com
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NPSOT 
 

 

Upcoming Meetings and Events for                                                                         

Native Plant Society of  Texas, Guadalupe County 

 
 
 

 
June 

 
The June Guadalupe Chapter meeting will be Tuesday,   
June 9th at 6:30 PM at St. John Lutheran Church in Marion. 
At 7:00 PM Belinda Rossiter will share her story of  how she   
has developed her native landscape over the past three 
years. Social will start at 6:30 PM, followed by Belinda’s 
presentation at 7:00 PM, and then a short business meeting. 
Light snacks are welcome! 

 

No meetings are scheduled for July and August. 

 
 If you have any questions, please visit the NPSOT page at https://www.npsot.org/

chapters/guadalupe/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.npsot.org/chapters/guadalupe/
https://www.npsot.org/chapters/guadalupe/
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Continuing Education 
        

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service - Serving Texas’ Needs 

 
 

              Education Director Report 
       May 13, 2026 

 
Karen Koepp 
2025 GCMG, Education Director 

 
   

 
 
 
 

Education Hours Snapshot of April 2026 (134 Certified Members) 
   

                     “0” hours – 40 Members 
        "0.25-2.25” hours – 11 Members 

                                               "2.5-5.75” hours – 28 Members 
             "6-9.75” hours – 24 Members 

                                                   “10+” hours – 31 Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

If you need CE hours, check out our website 
under the “Continuing Education” tab for 
a variety of educational opportunities and  

then make sure to input your hours in VMS.  
 

 

 

 

 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. The Texas A&M University      
system, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts Cooperating. Persons with disabilities 
needing accommodations for effective participation in the program should contact the County Extension Office at least 
one week prior to the program or event to request mobility, hearing, visual or other assistance.  
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Continuing Education 
      

Lunch & Learn Events 

June 2026  
 
June 10    12:00-1:00     AgriLife Bldg, 210 E. Live Oak, Seguin     
Less Mow, More Grow - Creating HOA Friendly Landscapes  presented by Karen Brkich 
 
June 13   11:30-1:00     Schertz Public Library  
Less Mow, More Grow - Creating HOA Friendly Landscapes presented by Karen Brkich 
 
June 13    12:00-1:30    Seguin Public Library  
Propagating Herbs  presented by April Rippel 
 

 
July 2026 
 
July 8  12:00-1:00 AgriLife Bldg, 210 E Liveoak, Seguin 
Grow Carrots, Tomatoes and Other Fall Favorites!  Presented by Jennifer Boley HCMGA 
 
July 11   11:30-1:00 Schertz Public Library  
No L&L Scheduled 
 
July 11   12:00-1:30 Seguin Public Library    
No L&L Scheduled 

 
 

August 2026 
 
August 12  12:00-1:00 AgriLife Bldg, 210 E. Liveoak, Seguin 
Bye Bye Bugs!  Presented by Melinda Lucas 
 
August 8   11:30-1:00  Schertz Public Library  
Xeriscaping presented by Marvin Borth 
 
August 8   12:00-1:30  Seguin Public Library   
Fall Garden Planning & Planting presented by Karen Brkich 

 
 
 
AgriLife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. The Texas A&M University  system, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts Cooperating. Persons with disabilities needing ac-
commodations for effective participation in the program should contact the County Extension Office at least one week 
prior to the program or event to request mobility, hearing, visual or 
other assistance.  
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Continuing Education 

Please check out the following websites for Continuing Education opportunities: 

• Garden Style San Antonio, TX  https://www.gardenstylesanantonio.com/events-calendar/ 

• Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, Austin TX  https://www.wildflower.org/events/ 

• The Natural Gardener, 8646 Old Bee Caves Rd, Austin, TX  https://tngaustin.com/classes/ 

• San Antonio Botanical Gardens, San Antonio, TX   https://www.sabot.org/calendar/ 

• Rainbow Gardens, San Antonio, TX   https://www.rainbowgardens.biz/events/ 

• Green Jays Garden Center, 100 Elm Grove Rd, Seguin, TX https://www.greenjaygardens.com/

basic-01 (please check website for classes and details). 

• Bexar County Master Gardeners, San Antonio, TX  https://bexarmg.org/events/ 

 

 
 
Find ALL Plant Party recordings and future events 
posted at: 
https://southtexasrangelands.tamu.edu/plant-party/ 

 

 

 

 

Extension programs educate Texans in the areas of agriculture, environmental stewardship, 
health and wellness, youth and adult life skills, human capital and leadership, and community 
economic development and offers the knowledge  resources of the land-grant university       
system to educate Guadalupe County residents for self-improvement, individual action and 
community problem solving. Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is a statewide educational agency 
and a member of the Texas A&M University System (TAMUS), linked in a unique partnership 
with the nationwide Cooperative Extension System and Texas county governments. The follow-
ing videos are for your viewing and completion of CE Hours. 

• Home Garden Series: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLjqPKX68x1S5BK_6TGl_LYIe3_XUiPjzz 

• Horticulture & Gardening Webinar Series with David Rodriguez:                                              
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S4J6Urb7-JiyXOCT7Mhtats 

• Entomology Webinar Series with Molly Keck:                                                                                  
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S50uWVbqYzV3k2nfmxeA_9g 

 

 

https://www.gardenstylesanantonio.com/events-calendar/
https://www.wildflower.org/events/month
https://tngaustin.com/classes/
https://www.sabot.org/calendar/
https://www.rainbowgardens.biz/events/
https://www.greenjaygardens.com/basic-01
https://www.greenjaygardens.com/basic-01
https://bexarmg.org/events/
https://southtexasrangelands.tamu.edu/plant-party/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S5BK_6TGl_LYIe3_XUiPjzz
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S5BK_6TGl_LYIe3_XUiPjzz
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S4J6Urb7-JiyXOCT7Mhtats
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S50uWVbqYzV3k2nfmxeA_9g
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Special Volunteer Opportunities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Seed Exchange Update for June 2026 

It is terribly hot now and probably will be until September, but this is a great 
time to come visit the seed exchange and start planning your early autumn    
garden.  There are a lot of seed packets available to choose from.   
 
It is also a great time to enjoy the air conditioning while helping sort or package 
seeds.  There are always volunteer hours available and the year is almost half 
over already.  Please don’t wait until November to try to catch up.  

 

The seed exchange, located in the AgriLife Library, is available on Monday   
mornings or Wednesday afternoons. Everyone is welcome to visit, shop,            
volunteer, and bring in any extra seeds that have been harvested this past year. 

There are a large number of seeds available at this time, so please come upstairs 
to the seed exchange in the Master Gardeners Office and pick out what you need. 

  

***Please note that the new hours are Mondays from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 
Wednesdays from 2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.  If those hours don’t work for you due to 
work or other commitments please reach out to one of the POCs. They will be 
glad to help if you have questions or need access at other days and times.  

 
Looking forward to seeing you soon! 
 
POCs:  David & Karen Koepp – dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com, 
kkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com, or call/text 210-263-3624,   
Ernestine Sykes – Please text 210-544-0756 
 

The current list of available seeds is being updated.  To find out more, please visit 

Guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/volunteer-outreach-service-opportunities/

seed-exchange/. 

mailto:dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com
mailto:kkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/volunteer-outreach-service-opportunities/seed-exchange/
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/volunteer-outreach-service-opportunities/seed-exchange/
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Volunteer Opportunities 
Please check with the listed point of contact before showing up.  

Times and days may change at any time due to a number of reasons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                      

 

 

 

Mondays & Fridays 

Marion Veterans Community   
Garden   

100 W Huebinger St., Marion 

M: 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. 

F: 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.  

  This is an open park and always 
needs weeds pulled.  Once you know 
what needs to be done, you would be 

able to work any time or day that is 
convenient for your schedule. 

Contact Carol Suchan  

210-870-4880 or email  

ladywithdonkey@yahoo.com  

or Anne Ottenad  

210-860-3636 or email 
Ron.anne.ottenad@Gmail.com 

Mondays & Wednesdays 

MG Office/Library/Seed Exchange 

210 E. Live Oak,  AgriLife Bldg., Seguin  

M: 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. 

W: 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.  

Volunteers are always needed. 

Please see the Seed Exchange page for 
more details. 

 Contact David Koepp at 
dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com or Karen 

Koepp  at kkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com or 
text Ernestine Sykes at  210-544-0756   

     

Mondays, Wednesdays, 

Fridays & 2nd Saturdays 

 
Ron Pedde Community Garden 

1017 Town Creek Road, Cibolo 

 

For all work days 
and times, 

please contact Rachel Eiland 
Text 757-513-2842 or email 
rachel.eiland@outlook.com 

 

mailto:ladywithdonkey@yahoo.com
mailto:Ron.anne.ottenad@Gmail.com
mailto:dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com
mailto:kkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com
mailto:rachel.eiland@outlook.com
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Volunteer Opportunities 

 

 

 

Tuesdays, Thursdays,  

& Saturdays   
Gutierrez Park  

1231 Borgfeld Rd, Schertz 

9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 

For times and volunteer opportunities,       

contact Maria Dykes at 210-792-1603 or 

email Mariaq75@gmail.com 

Tuesdays & Fridays 

Guadalupe County Demonstration 

Garden 

1101 Elbel Road, Schertz                   

(behind the County Annex Building) 

  8:00 a.m. until 11.00. a.m. 

Contact Ann Odvody  

210-994-9664 or email 

odvodyd@swbell.net  

(Always in need of help) 

Fridays 
                  Big Red Barn  

250 Cordova Road, Seguin 

Start times: 

7:30 a.m. (Summer) 

8:15 a.m. (Winter)  

Contact Janice Knobles  

210-275-4402 or email   

jmknobles@yahoo.com 

Wednesdays 
St Andrew’s Community Garden 

 

The corner of Nolte & Crocket St., Seguin 

9:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.  

Weeding, planting, edging and     
whatever else needs to be done. 

Please text Ernestine Sykes  

 at 210-544-0756 

mailto:carolinemoody58@gmail.com
mailto:odvodyd@swbell.net
mailto:jmknobles@yahoo.com
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Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, Texas A&M University system, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts 
Cooperating provides equal opportunities in its programs and    
employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion,  
national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, 
sexual orientation, or gender identity. Persons with disabilities 
needing accommodations for effective participation in the program 
should contact the County  Extension Office at least one week prior 
to the program or event to request mobility, hearing, visual or   
other assistance. The information given herein is for educational 
purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is 
made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended 
and no endorsement by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
is implied.   
 
Melinda J Lucas, Editor  
MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org  or                            
https://gcmgtx.org/   830-379-1972 Ext 1487 

Guadalupe County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension  http://guadalupe.agrilife.org/ 830-379-1972 

Texas Master Gardeners http://txmg.org     

GCMG Officers & Board of Directors 2026 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc. 

210 East Live Oak St. 

Seguin, TX 78155 

President April Rippel 

Past President Kay McElveen 

President Elect Pam Malone 

Vice President Pam Younger 

Secretary Kathleen Smith 

Treasurer Frank Rippel 

Publicity Director Kat Medeiros-

Oropeza 

Membership Director David Koepp 

Education Director Karen Koepp 

Training Class Director Paul Carter 

Volunteer Director Kathy Carroll 

AgriLife Agent MG Coordinator Travis Franke 

mailto:MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com
https://gcmgtx.org/
http://guadalupe.agrilife.org/
http://txmg.org
https://gcmgtx.org/
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Newsletter Staff 

Editor - Melinda J Lucas 

Proofreaders - David Koepp, Diana Hard, 

Kat Medeiros-Oropeza, Lisa Ancelet, 

Jessica Milburn, and Heidi Brown 

 

REMINDER 

 

If anyone needs a card from 

the organization for an illness 

or a loss of a family member, 

please send an email 

to: GCMGTX@gmail.com.   

Texas Master Gardener Association Directors 

Two Year Term (2025-2026) April Rippel, Alternate – Tim Steele 

One Year Term (2027) Kathy Carroll,  Alternate – Pam Malone 

Yule Fest - April Rippel 

Tech Team Lead - Paul Prince 

Big Red Barn - Janice Knobles 

4th of July Parade - Angela Chason 

Newsletter Editor - Melinda J Lucas 

Gutierrez Garden Park - Maria Dykes 

Speakers Bureau  Team– Karen Koepp 

Facebook Administrator - Kathy Adams 

Kingsbury Fall Festival - Sharon Cooper 

Plant Sales - Paul Carter and Tim Steele 

Ask A Master Gardener Booth - Mac Mullins 

Christmas Tree Decorating - Ernestine Sykes 

Grow Team Lead By Committee-Clayton Phelps 

Ron Pedde Memorial Community Garden - Rachel Eiland 

GCMG Class Coordinators – Paul Carter and  April Rippel 

Refreshment Coordinator - Anette Padgett (AKA Montana) 

Guadalupe Co. Demonstration Garden - Dale & Ann Odvody 

GCMG Office/Library/Seed Exchange - David & Karen Koepp, Ernestine Sykes 

GCMG Scholarship Committee Members: Kat Medeiros-Oropeza. Tim Steele, Don Abrecht 
 

2026 County Fair - By Committee, Horticulture April Rippel, Kid's Crafts Pam Malone, Raffle David          
Fisher, AAMG/Information booth Mac Mullins, Pumpkin Contest Pam Younger, & Plant Sales Paul Carter  

(For a complete list please visit: https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/about/officers-members-in-
service/) 

 

Members in Service 

mailto:GCMGTX@gmail.com
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/about/officers-members-in-service/
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/about/officers-members-in-service/

