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Letter from the President

Hello All,

March means it’s soon to be spring in Texas! Which also means it could be as hot as
summer, or that it could freeze, or that we could luck out and have actual springtime
temperatures. It’s always a gamble, in Texas, as to when to plant your spring
gardens. Normally, March 15th is the suggested date for no more freezes, but, of
course, we could also have snow in April. One thing for sure is that insects will be out
and hungry. Be sure to inspect your gardens daily and use the insect control method
with the least amount of impact on our environment. We only have this one planet (for
now) and we need to take care of it.

Spring also marks the beginning of the GCMG fundraising plant sales. Our Grow
Team has been working overtime to provide a wide variety of beautiful vegetable
plants for your garden. Be sure to check out one or all the upcoming plant sales to
stock up on wonderfully healthy plants. You won’t be disappointed!

Remember that educating the public is one of the main functions of the Guadalupe
County Master Gardeners and many of our approved projects do just that. Whether
on a large scale or small, anything you can do to help educate the public on “safe,
effective and sustainable horticultural practices” will help all of us in the long run. |
appreciate and thank all of you for helping the organization to meet this goal.

As warmer weather approaches and the promise of a yummy harvest teases us, let’s
all remember that our organization, along with gardening, also propagates fun times,
a sense of belonging, and lasting friendships. | hope to see all of you joining in at
upcoming events and participating in special projects as they arise. Make this year
the year that you try something new and meet new people. It’s not only healthy for
you, but also for our community! Happy gardening!

At your service,
April Rippel
2026 GCMG President

“It was such a pleasure to sink one's hands into the warm earth, to feel at one's
fingertips the possibilities of the new season.”— Kate Morton, The Forgotten Garden




Membership Corner

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners
Membership Director Report
Month Ending January 31, 2026
Prepared by David Koepp, Membership Director

Executive Summary:

Congratulations to our Master Gardener of the Season Fall 2025 winner Melinda Lucas!
Congratulations to our Master Gardener of the Month January winner Rachel Eiland!
We are off to a great startin 2026. Thank you all for all you do for the organization!
88.5% of the members who needed to do EVS in the first quarter completed it. Only 3 more need to submit
their application and take the course (2 of which are currently on Leave of Absence).
The next group of members who need to do EVS don't start to expire until mid-August 2026. Essentially
there are 25 who have expirations between 8/18/2026 & 1/29/2027.
A. Remember we’re here to help you if you want or need it when it’s your time to take the course.

EVS consists of just listening to a number of slides (they also have closed captioning if you
need it) and clicking the next arrow, and repeat until done, nothing more until you get to the
submit for your background check which again is easy. The next group of ~25 members will
start to get their notice to renew their EVS & Background checks starting near the end of June
2026.

For 2026, Aside from the many project gardens, there are also many indoor opportunities to get volunteer
hours, and tons of online education available.
A. Earn Volunteer hours (The following is not a complete list — Refer to the 2026 Approved

Projects List which you can find on VMS under the “Other” document category, or on our web-
site at the bottom of the Projects for Volunteer Hours page there is also a link to it below):
. Seed Exchange - Every Wednesday 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (Except for 11/25/2026 & 12/23/2026) -

Contact David or Karen Koepp or Ernestine Sykes Come sort seeds, pack seeds from dona-
tions brought in by others, or help us out in other ways. See our project page here: https://
guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/volunteer-outreach-service-opportunities/seed-
exchange/

. Learn to film the membership meetings and lunch and learns - Contact Paul Prince

« Work on any of our projects - See the Approved Project List for the Projects and POCs

. Write an article for the monthly newsletter - Contact Melinda Lucas

. Submit an article for the Wandering Gardener section of our monthly Newsletter including
pictures of a garden you have visited - Contact Melinda Lucas

. You can view the recordings of our prior monthly membership meetings for volunteer & CE
hours -the business portion counts towards Volunteer hours, the educational presentation
portion counts towards CE hours https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/continuing-
education/

. Recruit for the next Master Gardener Class - Pick up an updated recruiting packet from the
Master Gardener Office upstairs. If you run out of flyers, applications or other materials,
come grab another packet or ask one of the MG Office POCs for whatever supplies you may
need.

. Another opportunity to gain volunteer hours and maybe make a new friend is to be a mentor
to one or more new interns for class 41. Consider also reaching out to our remaining class 40
interns to see if they need anything to help them get their certification completed.

. All eight of our remaining 2025 interns still need many volunteer hours by the end of June
2026 in order to certify and may welcome a friendly offer of mentorship to help them achieve
that goal.



mailto:dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com
mailto:kkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com
mailto:ejackson.sykes@gmail.com
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/volunteer-outreach-service-opportunities/seed-exchange/
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/volunteer-outreach-service-opportunities/seed-exchange/
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/volunteer-outreach-service-opportunities/seed-exchange/
mailto:phrogtoo@yahoo.com
http://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/files/2025/12/GCMG-Approved-Projects-for-2026-Rev-2-12192025.pdf
mailto:meljlucas78218@gmail.com
mailto:meljlucas78218@gmail.com
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/continuing-education/
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/continuing-education/

Membership Corner

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners
Membership Director Report

The Seed Exchange wants your help to produce several GCMG-branded documents, pamphlets,
brochures to use to help advertise what we do here at GCMG and to provide education on our Seed
library, Seed saving techniques, Seed starting, Varieties that do well here, Planting times, etc. If you
like to write and are interested in producing one of more of these types of materials for us, please
contact David Koepp for more information.

. The MG Office is also looking for some help from members who are creative and would like to create
some GCMG-branded cards for the various occasions that we send cards out for including: Thank You
cards, Get Well, Sympathy, etc. Please contact David Koepp for more information.

.Plant sales are underway! We need volunteers to help with the setup/tear down, transport to/from and
of course help with the sales and answering questions! Please see the project page for the dates:
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/volunteer-outreach-service-opportunities/plant-sales/
and contact Paul Carter if you have any questions

. Many other opportunities exist throughout the year, just ask any GCMG Board member how you can
help. Volunteer hours including travel time to/from can only be claimed for activities providing
horticultural education and horticultural community service of GCMG approved projects, including
but not limited to:

eEducational outreach (i.e. Info booths), teaching, and demonstration projects.
ePlant growing/care/sales, crafts, and food items to sell for fundraising events.
sVolunteering at any of the GCMG approved gardens/parks/projects.

oIf you have any questions on this, contact the Membership Director David Koepp.

B. Earn Continuing Education hours:

eGCMG Lunch & Learns/Monthly Meetings (the business portion of the Monthly Meeting counts to-
wards Volunteer hours, the educational presentation portion counts towards CE hours). Our record-
ings can be found on our website here: https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/continuing-
education/ or on our GCMG YouTube Channel (Be sure to subscribe) https://www.youtube.com/
@gcmgtx

eBCMG YouTube Channel https://www.youtube.com/@MyExtension210

*On-line Programs via Texas A&M AgrilLife Extension website https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu

ePlant Party webinar series is a collaboration between Texas Parks & Wildlife Department, USDA-
Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service. https://
southtexasrangelands.tamu.edu/plant-party/

eHave questions about what can count towards your CE hours? Refer to the GCMG Policy &
Procedure Manual (PPM), which you can find on our website here http://
guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/files/2025/01/PPM-October2024.pdf, starting on page 20
under Section C. Definition of Approved Continuing Education (CE) Hours. If not listed there, you
can contact the GCMG Education Director Karen Koepp.

eMany video links in our monthly newsletter also apply toward CE hours.
See our website and web calendar for more details.

2026 Recertification Requirements are 20 hours Volunteer & 10 hours Continuing Education. The new
hours requirements were announced back in 2024 and became effective on 1/1/2025. The purpose of this
change was to align all states into a common standard. Please note that the local County Extension Agent
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(CEA) can increase this number but not reduce it. FYl, many of the surrounding counties require
much more Volunteer & CE time as well as other requirements and commitments, so if you are
thinking about moving to a different county MG organization | suggest you investigate their
requirements before doing so.

Did you know you could access VMS from your smartphone? Yes, the screen is smaller than a
computer screen, but it presents on the phone a bit differently. | don’t find it smaller or harder to
use and you still enter your time via VMS in a web browser the same way as from a computer. My
preference is to enter my time on my phone as | find it more convenient to do so as well.

During the January Membership meeting, many members were not present. | have your service
years award, Milestone Pin awards, and your 2026 Membership cards. You can get them at the
next meeting or on Wednesdays between 2 & 5 PM from me up in the MG Office.

The timely input of your volunteer (and CE hours) is critical to our organization’s funding; thus, we
cannot stress the importance of the timely input of your hours enough.

We recommend entering your hours into VMS if not the same day as the task performed, then
at least weekly! But worst case: Please, log all of your hours by or before the last day of the month
in order for them to be counted properly.

Missed the Monthly meeting? You can view the recordings and the pre-meeting slides and the
Membership Meeting Agenda & slides on our website under “Continuing Education” then click on
the “GCMG Lunch & Learns/Monthly Meetings- Virtual’ link. You can find all our recorded meet-
ings, Lunch & Learns, and slideshows that are available here broken down by year and month.

Something missing from our website, have a comment or suggestion? Please click here to let us
know!

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this report, with VMS or EVS, please contact
David Koepp dhkoepp.GCMG@gmail.com or GV: 210-263-3624 voicel/text friendly

Monthly Report Summary 2026 January Breakdown:
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Monthly Report January 2026 Summary Breakdown:

Number of Certified Members that reported any amount of hours for January by reporting deadline

Volunteer Hours (Certified Status) January 2025
Members with 0 hours reported

Members with >0 & <5 hours

Members with => 5 & <25 hours

Members with => 25 & <100 hours

Members with => 100 & <200 hours

Members with => 200 & <300 hours

Members with => 300 & <400 hours

Members with => 400 & <500 hours

Members with => 500 hours

Number of Volunteers Reporting YTD 2026

Volunteer Hours Year-To-Date

Number of Members with 0 hours

Number of Members with >0 & <5 hours
Number of Members with => 5 & <25 hours
Number of Members with => 25 & <100 hours
Number of Members with => 100 & <200 hours
Number of Members with => 200 & <300 hours
Number of Members with => 300 & <400 hours
Number of Members with => 400 & <500 hours
Number of Members with => 500 hours

# Submited # Not Submited

74
Vol CE
56
23
39
11
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Vol CE

74
Vol CE
56
23
39
11
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January 2026 Volunteer Recognition Drawing of Certified* Master Gardeners

Certified Members in January with 5+ hours (*Voting Board Members not eligible)

1. Adams, Mabel "Kathy" 22.
2. Albrecht, Don D 23.
3. Althauser, Marzellus "Marcel" G. 24.
4. Ancelet, Lisa 25.
5. Bollinger, Mark "Bo" 26.
6. Brkich, Karen 27.
7. Burton, Rodney 28.
8. Carrell, Karen A 29.
9. Cassell, Edie 30.
10. Chason, Angela 31.
11. Cooper, Sharon 32.
12. Cover, Kay 33.
13. Eiland, Rachel D 34.
14. Fisher, David 35.
15. Fox, Joyce 36.
16. Fox, Virginia "Ginny" 37.
17. Glasgow, Mildred "Miillie" H 38.
18. Hard, Rose "Diana" D 39.
19. Harmon, Dominique 40.
20. Henry, Beth 41.
21. Knobles, Janice

Recognition Drawings:
January 5+ Marcel Althauser, January Door Prize: Paul Prince

Landeros, Ann

Leacock, Suzanne

Levine, Carolyn

Lucas, Melinda J
Medeiros-Oropeza, Katherine "Kat" Kay
Mickwee, Linda

Mott, Robert "Keith"
Murphy, Lori A

Muschalek, Robin D
Odvody, Dale

Odvody, Deanna "Ann"
Ottenad, Anne

Padgett, Annette

Phelps, Clayton M

Prince, Paul A

Rodriguez, Ellenia "Ellena" E.
Steele, Timothy "Tim"
Styblo, Mary F

Suchan, Carol A

Sykes, Ernestine J

56

71
54

OO0 oocoow

56

71
54
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Surmmary of January 2026 Projects Hours, Produce, & Mileage
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Membership Corner

February Meeting

Melinda Lucas Rachel Eiland
Master Gardener of the Master Gardener of the
Season Fall 2025 Month January 2026

Pictures provided
by Frank Rippel




Membership Corner
Class 41 Update

By Evan Taylor

Newly certified Master Gardeners of Guadalupe County are preparing to emerge from
Class 41. After completing the EVS course, diving into the acronyms of the Texas AgrilLife/
Master Gardener universe and completing the background check; 31 students started the
journey to graduation and certification. Session one kicked off on January 20 with welcome,
orientation, certification requirements and connections to Master Gardener mentors. Urban
biologist Andy Blair kicked off the class with a session diving into ‘Rewilding the Landscape’
sparking our curiosity to discover the landscape from the macro and micro level. He left us
empowered to balance our actions and inactions to care for ourselves and all of creation.
Session two, led by Dennis Hale, allowed the interns to dive into landscape design basics
and lawn care. Hale reminded us all that people tend to overplant and choose by color
without consideration of size, scale, fit and maintenance. Hale explained the paperwork for
a soil sample and also took students to the yard to slice the soil in order to mix an adequate
soil sample.

The third session was a combination of Volunteer Management System procedures,
volunteer opportunities and Dr. Kevin Eddy’s session on Plant Growth and Development.
The interns stepped back into the college classroom with Dr. Eddy starting with plant
diversity and concluding with a formulaic approach to macro and micro nutrients and
helpful tools for spotting deficiency symptoms.

Session four, featured 2 speakers; Bill Swantner and Kay McElveen discussing Soil and
Weeds, not to be confused with dirt (void of life) or weed (scientific name cannabis).
Swantner explained the historical reasons why our soil is usually dry, with limestone and
answered the mysterious reasons why we have clay and seashells in the hill country.
McElveen shared about the persistence of weeds like purslane and nutsedge in our area
and asked students to use caution and read carefully when using herbicides.

The fifth session, which took place on Mardi Gras featured two speakers as well. Dennis
Hale returned to share about Top Performers, while Peter Hernandez came to teach interns
all about compost and mulch. Students engaged in many questions as Hale presented the
characteristics and blooming patterns of top performing plants, herbs, trees and shrubs in
Guadalupe County. Hernandez shared the dos and don’ts of compost and mulch. Some in-
terns received compost and worm castings as a result of downloading the iNaturalist app.
The fifth session included a bonus seed starting session with grow team leaders, Clayton
Phelps and Lisa Ancelet. 24 students joined the grow team equipped with seed starting kits,
seeds and guidance to start ‘sharing what they know and showing what they grow.
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Big Red Barn & Christian Cupboard

12 cubic yards of Kitchen Pride Mushroom Compost to The Big Red Barn and Christian
Cupboard Monday Feb 9th.

0k -
(x|

Photos provided by:
Sharon Cooper

10




Membership Corner

Ron Pedde Pollination and Bee House

This event had nearly 200 students and over 82 parents, as well as many wonderful GCMG
volunteers.

Photos provided by:
Kathy Carroll
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Membership Corner
Plant Sale
Online or in Store

Online or in Store, we have:
Celebrity Tomatoes

Red Snapper Tomatoes
Roma Tomatoes

Large Cherry Tomatoes
Better Boy Tomatoes

Early Girl Tomatoes
Beefsteak Tomatoes
Jalapeio Medium Peppers
TAM Jalapeno (Mild) Peppers
Serrano Peppers

Sweet Banana Peppers
Cucumbers

In store, all of the above plus:
Calendula

Swiss Chard

Ruby Swiss Chard

Hatch Peppers

In store shopping at: 4037 Stockdale Hwy., Seguin, TX 781565, Wed-Sat, 9am-5pm,
Call April Rippel at (830) 433-2218 (Text Friendly) for other shopping hours, and to
inquire about the 2026 Rodeo Tomato "Polbig F1 Hybrid" - Quantities limited.

12




Membership Corner
Plant Sale

*g NPSOT Guadalupe Chapter

Native Plant SALE

SATURDAY April 11, 2026
10:00 am - 3:00 pm

(Or until we sell out!)

First Presbyterian Church
1121 E. Walnut St., Seguin
Parking is off N. Moss St. behind the Church

There will be a variety of native plants for sale!

Members will be available to help with your
questions.

Credit cards accepted

13
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Bug Juice (An Entomology Tidbit)
Karen Koepp

It’s March and the Monarch butterflies will soon begin their spring migration back
north. One of the most fascinating butterfly behaviors is known as “puddling”
where butterflies gather on wet mud, sand, or soil to drink. While it may look like
they are simply sipping water, they are actually absorbing essential minerals and
salts — especially sodium—that are scarce in nectar. This mineral intake is crucial
for their health and plays an important role in reproduction, particularly in males,
which pass these nutrients to females during mating to support egg development.

What'’s that Bug?
Mosquito Hawk? No, Crane Fly!

Melinda Lucas

As an adult with the internet, | have learned that many insects were misidentified
as | grew up. One of the primary insects was the Crane Fly who looks like a
mosquito on steroids. | always knew this insect as a

Mosquito Hawk and was taught that they ate mosquitoes.

Wrong! \

The adult Crane Fly either does not eat at all, or some
species are pollinators and feed on pollen and nectar. The
larvae, sometimes knows as “leather jackets” resemble
maggots and consume mostly damp wood and rotting plant
material. They are harmless to humans and pets and make
great fish food for the fish that are swimming in the marshy
areas where they are normally
found.

14




Join us

T

Monthly Meeting

for a Master Gardener Meeting

With Anna Kurtin, Wildlife Biologist

Birdwatching In Your Garden

hursday, March 19th, 2026

.

210 E. Live Oak Street in Segum Tx
~ FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

m‘l

1EXAS

MASTER +% GARDENER

5 AEM AGRILIFE EXTEN
Guadalupe County
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Ask the Master Gardeners

Clara Mae Marcotte and Ernestine Sykes are the Ask A Master Gardener GCMGs with
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension. If you have a Gardening question, please feel free to text
or email the Master Gardeners: Text: 210-544-0756 or email: GCMGTX@gmail.com

Q: Can you tell me a little bit about this year’s Rodeo tomato? | try to buy at least one
every year.

A: The 2026 Rodeo tomato is the Polbig F1 Hybrid. Information on the Bexar County Mas-
ter Gardener site says that it is great for Texas spring and fall planting. The plant likes
full sun, does well in all soils except clay, and has average water needs. This is a com-
pact high yield determinate tomato maturing in 56 to 61 days. Since plant height is three
feet, itis ideal for containers. The dark red fruit size is medium sized, about 7 to 10 ounc-
es. Both the tag with the plant and the MG site mention that the tomato is meaty with a
mild sweetness. It is resistant to Late Blight, Fusarium Wilt, Verticillium, and cracking. |
bought a beautiful plant from the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners. | potted it up in a
two gallon pot and put it outside just in time for the temperature at my house to fall to 33
degrees. It didn’t seem to bother the plant.

Q: When can | fertilize my lawn?

A: Doug Welsh, Extension Horticulturist, says to apply lawn fertilizer after you have
mowed the lawn grass twice since this shows that the lawn grass is actively growing and
is ready to make use of the fertilizer.

Q: | am an elderly person who used to garden quite a bit. However, | do not have the en-
ergy or the physical strength | once had. | miss having fresh vegetables. Have you any
suggestions?

A: Container gardening is your answer. Put a large pot by your front or back door
(whichever one has at least six hours of sunlight). Plant a nice compact tomato plant, or
sow some lettuce seed and perhaps a small basil plant. | have one pot with a rosemary
plant, a basil plant, and some chives. If you like cilantro, sprinkle in a few seeds. The nice
thing about growing your own salad is that you know there are no pesticides and that the
produce is fresh.

Q: Should | prune my fig tree? One neighbor says yes; another neighbor who is a Master
Gardener says no. What should | do?

A: There does seem to be a difference of opinion. I’ve always heard to leave the tree
alone and let it do its own thing. My Celeste sugar fig is about fifteen feet high and about
the same width. It is covered with fruit every year. Once in a while | start one or two
cuttings from it to give away. The Natural Gardener out of Austin (tngaustin.com/figs)
says that fig trees do not like heavy pruning. It says that mature Celeste trees will
produce fewer fruits in the spring after a winter pruning. However, weak, diseased, or
dead limbs should be pruned out in winter. The Natural Gardener also suggests that fig
trees prefer regular composting instead of fertilizing. Other sources suggest pruning
just enough to encourage replacement growth.
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Check us out on

facebook

GCMG FACEBOOK COMMUNITY
by Kathy Adams

We added forty new members. They want to grow food such as vegetables, herbs, and
fruit. More and more are saying they want to learn everything and grow everything.

Our top posters were Robin Broughton Muschalek, Dominique Rosini Harmon, and Paul
Summers.

What To Plant and Grow In March

Swiss Chard, Beets, Lettuce, Cucumbers, Lima Beans, Squash, Cantaloupe, Tomatoes,
Sweet Peppers, Pumpkin, Watermelon, Okra, Bush Beans, Beans, Collards, Leek, Pole
Beans, Mustard Greens, Southern Peas, Hot Peppers, Potato, Onions

Growing Shamrock Plants

Benefits

-Air Purification

-Stress Relief-Taking care of plants is therapeutic and can reduce stress and anxiety.
-Aesthetics-Unique shape and pop of color

-Easy Maintenance

-Shamrock plants hold significance in Irish culture as they are believed to bring good luck
and prosperity.

How To Grow Shamrock Plants

-Small pot with drainage holes

-Well draining potting soil

-Plant Shamrock bulbs point end facing up. Do not plant too deeply.

-Shamrocks need bright indirect light.

-Water properly. Moist soil but do not over water as shamrocks do not like 'wet feet'. Let soil
dry out between waterings.

-Feed it every two to three weeks while it is flowering with a liquid fertilizer.

-Shamrocks prefer to be crowded so report only if your plant is drying out within a day of
watering.

-Shamrocks go dormant a few times a year. Dormancy ranges from a few weeks to a few
months. During dormancy, stop watering and place plant in a cool dark place. When new
growth appears move shamrock back into bright light and resume watering.

-Keep shamrock plants away from curious pets because it contains oxalic acid which can
cause kidney damage if large quantities are ingested.

Thank you to all who contribute. Please continue to post photos of your gardens, garden
hacks and garden questions.

We all learn from each other.
Enjoy Your Garden.
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The Wandering Gardeners

Moody Gardens
Galveston, TX
https://Iwww.moodygardens.com/

By Melinda J Lucas

| first visited Moody Gardens in Galveston, TX
approximately 15 years ago, and was very excited
to go back this past month.

There are 3 pyramids that can be seen as soon as
you are crossing the bridge on Galveston Bay. Each
Pyramid is magical.

The largest pyramid contains a rainforest that will
take your breath away. It is literally filled from top to
bottom with Trees, flowers, fauna, birds, bats, and
animals that can be found in the rain forest. No mat-
ter what age you are, you will enjoy trying to spy the
colorful birds and hidden animals. There are even
rivers, bridges and a waterfall. It is easy to forget
that you are still in Texas.

The second pyramid contains several aquariums, as
well as penguins and other aquatic creatures. One
of the aquariums is so large that you walk through
a tunnel while the fish swim over the top of you.
The smallest pyramid is mostly for children. It
contains a 3D movie theater that takes you 20,000
leagues under the sea and a museum that is
currently hosting an exhibit about the skeletal
system of humans and animals.

The 240 acres also include outdoor gardens and
dining areas, a very nice restaurant, two more
theaters and of course some snack and souvenir
shops. If you are in the Galveston area and look-
ing for something to do and want to see a rain
forest that will beat any exhibit that you have ever
seen, this is the place.
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The Wandering Gardeners

If you would like to have your wandering gardener
experience published, please email your favorite 7
pictures and 3 short paragraphs to Melinda Lucas
at MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com by the 20th of the
month.
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NPSOT

March Meeting and Events

March 7, 2026, Saturday
Schertz Pollinator Garden Workday

A workday is scheduled for 9 AM - 12 PM, to prune, weed and clean up the Schertz
Pollinator Garden. The Garden is located behind the Guadalupe County Annex

at 1101 Elbel Rd., Schertz, TX 78154. You will see the fence for the Guadalupe County
Demonstration Garden. Please bring water, gloves, loppers, pruners, shovel, spade
and whatever you like to sit on to weed.

Please contact Fran Campbell with any questions. meligan@hotmail.com

Luling Grow Local Field Day

9:30 AM-12 PM, at The Station, 106 W Pierce St #102, Luling, TX 78648
Volunteers will host an informational table at this event connected to the Luling
Watermelon Thump.

Seguin Library Seed Cleaning

1:00 PM-3:00 PM, Sequin Public Library, 313 W Nolte St, Seguin, TX 78155 in the 1st
floor Conference Room

March 15, 2026, Sunday
Schertz Library Seed Cleaning
1-3 PM, Schertz Public Library, 798 Schertz Pkwy, Schertz, TX 78154 in Meeting Room 1
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NPSOT

March 30, 2026, Monday

Park West Annual Spring Planting
8:30 - 11AM, Park West is at 601 N. Vaughan Avenue, Seguin, TX, 78155

This is the annual spring planting date for the Park West Pollinator Gar-
den. Participants are encouraged to bring 4” pots of flowering native
plants for planting. However, please do not bring Flame Acanthus,
Frogfruit, Lyreleaf Sage, Obedient Plant, Evening Primrose, or Ruellia —
these have all run rampant in the 15’ x 70’ irrigated garden. Dress for
gardening and bring gloves, tools and drinking water.

For more information, contact caretakers Belinda Rossiter
belindarossiter@gmail.com or Nancy Masterson
at nsethermasterson@gmail.com.

March 10, 2026, Tuesday

GNPSOT March Chapter Meeting

First Presbyterian Church of Seguin, 121 E. Walnut Street, Seguin, TX, 78155
(Parking off N. Moss St. behind the church on East Mountain St)

6:30 PM Social - Please bring a snack to share, drinks are provided.

7 PM Program by Kathleen Scott “Wings in the Garden” native bees

Chapter Business Meeting to follow.

Upcoming Meetings and Events
eApril Meeting — April 8, 2026
St. John Lutheran Church, 600 S Center St (FM 465), Marion, TX, 78124

eChapter Tax Free Plant Sale 4-11-2026 at First Presbyterian Church of Sequin,
1121 E. Walnut Street, Seguin, TX, 78155

eEarth Day booth/plant sale/educational information table April 25, 2026
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Continuing Education

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners
Texas A&M AgrilLife Extension Service - Serving Texas’ Needs

Education Director Report
February 12, 2026

Karen Koepp
2025 GCMG, Education Director

Education Hours Snapshot of January 2026 (130 Certified Members)

“0” hours — 67 Members
"0.25-2.25” hours — 42 Members
"2.5-5.75” hours — 18 Members
"6-9.75” hours — 2 Members
“10+” hours — 1 Member KUDOS!

If you need CE hours, check out our website
under the “Continuing Education” tab for
a variety of educational opportunities and
then make sure to input your hours in VMS. @

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. The Texas A&M University
system, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts Cooperating. Persons with disabilities
needing accommodations for effective participation in the program should contact the County Extension Office at least
one week prior to the program or event to request mobility, hear- .‘EK n s,

) ; . TEXAS Al

ing, visual or other assistance. rf\{ R 1 1FI 3
1 | MASTER »& GARDENER

EXTENSION o
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Continuing Education

Lunch & Learns

March 2026

AgrilLife March 11 12:00-1:00

Laws of the Land....scape. Presented by Julienne VanDerZiel HCMG

Presentation to make gardeners aware of the Texas laws regarding gardening and water
conservation in Texas. This is an overview of the written laws for better understanding
and interactions with HOAs, cities and other groups.

Schertz Public Library March 14 11:30-1:00

Butterflies, Bees and Moths—Oh My! Presented by Kathy Carroll

Explore the fascinating world of pollinators and why they matter as well as tips and tricks
for inviting pollinators into your gardening space.

Seguin Public Library March 14 12:00-1:30

Container Gardening presented by Karen Brkich

Whether you’re gardening on a patio, balcony or backyard, container gardening lets you
grow more with less space and great results. Tips for growing plants in pots, raised beds
or small spaces.

Online Training

Tarrant County Master Gardeners' Tree and Tree Care Advanced Training Class, March
19-21, has room to offer the class to all certified MGs regardless of county. Attached is the
information and registration form which | hope you will include in your weekly eblasts,
other information vehicles and announce in your meeting. Itis also on our

website: https://www.tarrantmg.org/

The deadline to register is March 13.

This popular class teaches about trees and tree care for the home landscape, but also
how to partner with cities and community groups to advocate for trees. The classes are
taught by certified arborists in the state, local and private sector. Topics are listed in the
information sheet. The registration form must be signed by the county agent. Upon com-
pletion of the course, the MG has a year to complete 20 hours of tree-related education
activities to earn certification. We give you ideas for activities and presentations in the
class.

Contact me if you have questions,
Patsy Miller
class coordinator

https://www.tarrantmg.org/
Agrilife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. The Texas A&M University system, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts

Cooperating. Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for IE! n 'sn

y - TEXAS AKM
effective participation in the program should contact the County \ e - z
Extension Office at least one week prior to the program or event to fr GRILIFI MASTER o= GARDENER

request mobility, hearing, visual or other assistance. EXTENSION ey —)
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Continuing Education

Please check out the following websites for Continuing Education opportunities:

e Garden Style San Antonio, TX https://www.gardenstylesanantonio.com/events-calendar/

e Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, Austin TX https://www.wildflower.org/events/
e The Natural Gardener, 8646 Old Bee Caves Rd, Austin, TX https://tngaustin.com/classes/

« San Antonio Botanical Gardens, San Antonio, TX https://www.sabot.org/calendar/

¢ Rainbow Gardens, San Antonio, TX https://www.rainbowgardens.biz/events/

e Green Jays Garden Center, 100 EIm Grove Rd, Seguin, TX https://www.greenjaygardens.com/
basic-01 (please check website for classes and details).

e Bexar County Master Gardeners, San Antonio, TX https://bexarmg.org/events/

p ANt

‘pﬂpt Find ALL Plant Party recordings and future events

posted at:
https://southtexasrangelands.tamu.edu/plant-party/

Jitl_-. KA Al E_I‘\I).- Ureind Birsas
SAGRILIF ] Dppariersersl of
EXTEMSIOMN

Hatarel Hemsearoen Saspmvetian Sece
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e i e i

Extension programs educate Texans in the areas of
agriculture, environmental stewardship, health and wellness, youth and adult life skills, human
capital and leadership, and community economic development and offers the knowledge
resources of the land-grant university system to educate Guadalupe County residents for self-
improvement, individual action and community problem solving. Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
is a statewide educational agency and a member of the Texas A&M University System (TAMUS),
linked in a unique partnership with the nationwide Cooperative Extension System and Texas

county governments. The following videos are for your viewing and completion of CE Hours.

Home Garden Series: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLjqPKX68x1S5BK 6TGI LYle3 XUiPjzz

Horticulture & Gardening Webinar Series with David Rodriguez:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S4J6Urb7-JiyXOCT7Mhtats

Entomology Webinar Series with Molly Keck:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S50uWVbqgYzV3k2nfmxeA 99
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Special Volunteer Opportunities
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Seed Exchange Update for March 2026

Do you feel the excitement?!! Spring is in the air, the trees are budding, the
flowers are blooming, little plants are poking their heads out of the soil. If you
are like me, you can barely contain yourself.

We had a very short winter and we are up for a very long, hot summer. If you
don’t have those seeds planted, it is time to get busy. In three short months it will
be time to be indoors hiding from the heat.

Check out the new hours below and come check out the Seed Exchange. There
are a lot of free seeds to choose from, whether you are looking for vegetables or
ornamentals.

There are also many volunteer hours available. So, if you have extra time on your
hands and want to do some inside volunteer time, come on over to the AgriLife
Library on Monday mornings or Wednesday afternoons and please bring in any
extra seeds that you harvested this past year, or come in and help sort and label
the seeds that are available.

The following page has a list of some of the many seeds that are available and
more are coming in all the time, so please head up to the seed exchange in the
Master Gardeners Office and take advantage of the free seeds that are available.

***Please note that the new hours are Mondays from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and
Wednesdays from 2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. If those hours don’t work for you due to
work or other commitments please reach out to one of the POCs. They will be
glad to help if you have questions or need access at other days and times.

Looking forward to seeing you soon!

POCs: David & Karen Koepp — dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com,
kkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com, or call/text 210-263-3624,

Ernestine Sykes — ejackson.sykes@gmail.com or text 210-544-0756
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Special Volunteer Opportunities

Vegatables

Agpangus

Beats - Many variebies

Bok Choy

Broceoli

Brocedlli Raab

Brussel Sprouts

Cabbage

Caulifichwear

Carrot - Many Varieties

Calary

Collard

Cucumber - Many Varietes

Eggplant - White, Graen, Purple, & Black
Green Beans - Many varieties Bush & Pole
Het Pepper - Many vanetes

Hot Pepper - Ghost

Hot Pepper - Habanero

ot Pepper - Lemon

Mild Pepper - Many vanaties

Mild Pepper - Yellow Banana

Mild & Hot versions Jalapeno

Kale

Leftuce - Many Varieties

Lirra Bean

Masclun Safad Mix

Mustard Greens

Okra

Onion - Yaliow Bulb

Oinion - Bunching

Parsnip

Peas - Many Vaneties

Pumpkin - Many Varietes

Radish - Many Vaneties

Spinach - Many Vaneties

Squash - Many Vareties Summer & Winter
Sauash - Buttarnut

Sguash - Gold Wintar

Squash - Scallop

Sauash - Yellow Summer - Many vanieties
Squash - Fucchini - Many varistiss
Sweet Cam - Many vaneties

Sweet Pepper - Many varieties

Tomato - Many variebes small & large / colos
Tomaio - Galden

Tomato - Roma

Turnip

Veggie Packs - Large Starter Kt

Fruit

|l

Watermelon - Many Yaraties

Herbs

Biasil - Many varistias
Chamomile
Chives
Cilantro

Cull
Lavendar
Lemon Baim
Oregano
Parslay
Feppermint
Rosemary
Sage
Spearmint
Thyrms

Flowars

African Daisy

Agave

Alyssum

American Elm

Bachalor Button

Bse Balm

Blackeyed Susan

Blanket Flowar

Blue Asthea

Bluebonnet

Butterfly Flower

Butterdly Weed

Calendula

Canterbury Bells

Cape Coral Vine
Candlestick Bush

Carnation

Chinese Forget-Me-hat
Chrysanthemum
Columbme

Cosmos

Dahls

Dielphinium

[Desent Rose

Esperanza

Fomglowve

Gaillardia

Gazania

Hibiscus

Hedly Heek

Johnny Jumpups

Larkspur

Lupina

Marigoid - Several vaneies
Monarch Sanctuary Wildflower M
Moanfizwer

Morning Giory - Several varietiss
MNasturtium - Several vaneles
Painted Calsy

Pansy

Peturia

Pappy

Shasta Darsy

Snow I Summer
Strawflower

Sunflower - Several varieties
Sweet Pea

Swaet Wilkam

Thunberga

‘Whita Heath Aster
Wildflower Mix - Several variefies
Yuceca - Red & White

Zinnia - Saveral vaneties

Flease note we have many varieties of sesds avallable that are not isted ahove, so please come see us on
Wednesday's from 2-4 PM or feel free to contact one of us via text/email if you have any questions.

Seed Exchange POCs, Dawd & Karen Koepp — dhkoepp.gomg@gmarl com , kkoeppnbi@gmail com . or callitext
210-263-3624, Emesiine Sykes — ejackson sykesf@amail com or text 210-544-0756
https fguadalupesountymastergardenars argiveluntesr-outreach-sarvice-opporunities’sesd-sxchangal

Alzo for some seeds we have large bulk 1/2lb pack quartities available as well (Carn, Green Beans, Ohra, & Peas)

Wi still would like your seed donations if you have a surplus of something you have grown successiully!

Guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/volunteer-outreach-service-opportunities/seed-exchange/
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Special Volunteer Opportunities

Join us in the garden for another workd‘afgf'% |
Monday, March 2nd S
9am-12 pm R

Polley Mansio
11432 FM 539,

Heritage Garden

POC Robin Muschalek |
#571-606-4234
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Special Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteer Hours for Propagation Class

Our "Propagation Class” is on Tuesday, March 17th St. Paddy's Day at St.
Andrew’s, located at 201 E. Nolte St, Seguin, beginning at 10:40 am.

Before we walk our students over, we are in need of:
«cutters
«gloves
sbuckets
empty corrugated boxes (any small box to take projects home)
eplanting cups to put them in etc.
«plants to propagate from for students
«And bush type plants to help out

In addition, we need YOU.

We will be facilitating the class so we need a team to:
«Pick up tables and chairs
eset -up at St. Andrews
«Break down / clean-up

And if you love propagating and have a project to share with the students, please
let us know.

We have 31 students.

If you are available on this date and would like to help, please email me at
gcecmgdavidfisher@gmail.com and let me know.

Claire Huebinger GCMG Speaker
Kay McElveen GCMG Speaker
Beth Henry GCMG Speaker

David Fisher
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Special Volunteer Opportunities

Volunteer Opportunity
HEB Texas Native Plant/Pollinator Collaboration

This is a statewide educational outreach event where Texas Master Garden-

ers partner with H-E-B, the Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSOT), and the Texas
Parks & Wildlife Foundation (TPWF) to help the public learn about native plants and
pollinators.

As a volunteer, you will set up a table at an H-E-B store, answer basic gardening and
native plant questions, and share research-based information—exactly what Master
Gardeners do best. Most interactions are short, friendly, and highly impactful.

What You Will Do as a Volunteer

Answer basic questions about:

« Native plants being sold

Pollinators (bees, butterflies)

Water-wise, sustainable gardening

Hand out approved materials:

H-E-B yellow coupons (2 native plants for $12)

NPSOT Bookmark/TMG Postcard

Prairie seed mix packets (ecoregion-specific)

Direct customers to trusted online resources for more help

Event Overview

200+ H-E-B stores statewide will sell Texas native plants

Volunteers will select a H-E-B location that is best for them.

The event will occur over two weekends. Volunteers can select the days that work
best for them.

Saturday, March 21 (11 am-3 pm) & Sunday, March 22 (12-4 pm)

Saturday, March 28 (11 am-3 pm) & Sunday, March 29 (12-4 pm)

Up to 2 volunteers per store per shift

If you would like to sign up for an event and location, please sign up here:

H-E-B Tabling Sign up

While this is not a hard deadline, it would be most helpful to have sign-ups before the
end of the month.

We will have more information to come, but feel free to ask any questions. We may
need to get back with you due to the collaboration between groups, but we believe
this is a positive relationship that can open many doors in the future. We’d love for
you to join the effort!

Sincerely,

Jayla

Jayla Fry, Ed.D.| Texas Master Gardener Coordinator

Horticultural Sciences Department

2144 TAMU | College Station, TX 77843-2144

ph: 979.321.7015 | jayla.fry@ag.tamu.edu
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Volunteer Opportunities

GCMG APPROVED GARDENS, PARKS, AND PROJECTS FOR 2026

Gardens and Park

1. Big Red Barn Garden

250 Cordova Rd., Seguin, TX

POC: Janice Knobles, jmknobles@yahoo.com

Text: (210) 275-4402

Volunteer Day: Fridays 7:30 a.m. Summer 8:15 a.m. Winter

2. Christian Cupboard Garden

516 N. Camp, Seguin, TX

POC: Kay McElveen hkaymcelveen@gmail.com

Text: (479) 790-2933

After initial consult, Vols work on their own schedule.

3. Guadalupe County Demonstration Garden
1101 Elbel St,, Schertz, TX

POC: Ann Odvody odvodyd @swbell.net

Text: (210) 665-3866

Volunteer Day: Tue & Fri 8-11:00 a.m.

4. Gutierrez Garden Park

1231 Borgfeld Rd., Schertz, TX

POC: Maria Dykes mariaq75@gmail.com
Text: (210) 792-1603

Volunteer days: Tue, Thurs, & Sat 9-11 a.m.

5. La Vernia Primary School Gardens
249 FM 1346 S., La Vernia TX

POCs: Kay Cover doncover6969@yahoo.com
Text: (830) 779-2149

Colleen Collier colleen1631@gmail.com

Text: (210) 413-4818

Volunteer Days: Contact the POCs

6. LULAC Community Garden
1502 Eighth St., Seguin, TX 78155

POC: Juan Moncada jmarcus78702@gmail.com
Text: (512) 701-1696

Volunteer Days: Contact POC

7. Marion Veteran’s Memorial Park
100 W. Huebinger St., Marion, TX

POCs: Carol Suchan Jadywithdonkey@yahoo.com
Text: 210-870-4880

Anne Ottenad ron.anne.ottenad @gmail.com
Volunteer Day: Mon 8-10 a.m. & Fri 9-11 a.m.

8. Mill Street Community Garden
1447 West Mill St., New Braunfels, TX

POCs: Benna Hunter bennahunter@gmail.com
Text: (270) 860-2246

Kathleen Smith kathleensmith1214@gmail.com
Text: (281) 381-5268

Volunteer Day: 2nd Saturday of the month.

9. Polley Mansion Heritage Garden
11432 FM 539, La Vernia, TX

POCs: Robin Muschalek forcexxi@yahoo.com
Keith Muschalek keith.muschalek@gmail.com
Text: (571) 606-4234

Volunteer Days: Contact POCs

10. Ron Pedde Memorial Community Garden
1017 Town Creek Rd., Cibolo, TX 78108

POC: Rachel Eiland

rachel.eiland@outlook.com

Text: (757) 513-2842

Volunteer Days: M/W/F 9-11a.m. & 2nd Saturday of the
month from 9a.m.-12p.m.

11. St. Andrew’s Community Garden
Corner of S. Crockett & Nolte St., Seguin, TX

POC: Ernestine Sykes ejackson.sykes@gmail.com
Text: (210) 544-0756

Volunteer Days: Wed 9-11 a.m.

12. Other Gardens (used as reciprocal cooperation
between Counties or organizations)

Must contact Volunteer Director to obtain Board of
Directors permission to work and claim time.
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Volunteer Opportunities

Fundraisers & Related Projects

1. Calendar & Gardening Guide

210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin

POC: Pam Younger pamyounger54@gmail.com
Text: (512) 656-2322

Volunteer Days: Contact POC

2. Craft Opportunities for Plant Sales
210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin

POC: Pam Malone ptmalone@live.com

Text: (830) 534-2111

Volunteer Days: Contact POC

3. Earth Day (Typically Last Saturday in April)

Plant Sale Downtown Seguin on the Square

Plant Sales POCs: Paul Carter
greenthumbcarter@gmail.com Text: (830) 481-0817

Tim Steele tlscowboys@hotmail.com Text: (210) 385-2219

4. GC Fair Plant Sales & Raffle (2n wk/wknd Oct)
950 S. Austin St., Seguin, TX (Fairgrounds Coliseum)
Lead POC: By Committee

Plant Sales: Paul Carter greenthumbcarter@gmail.com
Text: (830) 481-0817

Raffle: David Fisher gcmgdavidfisher@gmail.com

Text: (361) 920-0368

Volunteer Days: Tuesday-Sunday during Fair Week

5. GCMG Grow Team

Location details will be provided by the POC.
POC: Clayton Phelps kimsgoomer@yahoo.com
Text: (832) 641-8580

Volunteer Days: Contact POC

6. Kingsbury Fall Festival (Plant & Craft Sales)
644 Railway St, Kingsbury, TX 78638

POCs: Paul Carter greenthumbcarter@gmail.com

Text: (830) 481-0817

Sharon Cooper Rscooper3707@gmail.com

Text: (281) 684-4632

Volunteer Day: Contact POC - Event is typically on 1st or
2nd Saturday in November

7. Online Sales & Storefront-Spring/Fall
4037 Stockdale Hwy, Seguin TX 78155
Regular hours are Wednesday-Saturday* 8am—-5pm.

POCs: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com
Text: (830) 433-2218

Frank Rippel riptron@gmail.com Text: (830) 305-4007
* Except when it coincides with another GCMG event

8. Pecan Festival (Typically Last Saturday in October)
Garden Tour & more at the Big Red Barn

Plant Sale Downtown Seguin on the Square

Big Red Barn POC: Kay McElveen
hkaymcelveen@gmail.com Text: (479) 790-2933

Plant Sales POCs: Paul Carter
greenthumbcarter@gmail.com Text: (830) 481-0817

Tim Steele tlscowboys@hotmail.com Text: (210) 385-2219

9. Plant Sales Team

Sales will be at various GC locations in Spring & Fall

Plant Sales POCs: Paul Carter
greenthumbcarter@gmail.com Text: (830) 481-0817

Tim Steele tlscowboys@hotmail.com Text: (210) 385-2219

Volunteer Days: Will be posted on website and/or emailed.

10. Yulefest (1t Sunday in December)
950 S. Austin St., Seguin, TX

POC: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com
Text: (830) 433-2218

Volunteer Days: Contact POC

31




Volunteer Opportunities

GCMG APPROVED GARDENS, PARKS, AND PROJECTS FOR 2026

Organizational Support

1. GCMG 2026 Board of Directors

210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin

Regular Board of Directors Meeting at AgriLife Extension
Office 2 Floor on 21d Thursday’s at 4 PM each month
(except in October which is 1st Thursday at 4PM) all
members are encouraged to attend.

Past President - Kay McElveen

hkaymcelveen@gmail.com Text: (479) 790-2933
President - April Rippel

adrippel@gmail.com Text: (830) 433-2218
President-Elect - Pam Malone
ptmalone@live.com Text: (830) 534-2111
Vice-President - Pam Younger

pamyounger54@gmail.com Text: (512) 656-2322

Treasurer - Frank Rippel

riptron@gmail.com Text: (830) 305-4007
Secretary - Kathleen Smith

kathleensmith1214@gmail.com Text: (281) 381-5268

Education Director - Karen Koepp
kkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com Text: (210) 378-3403
Membership Director - David Koepp
dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com Text: (210) 263-3624
Volunteer Director - Kathy Carroll

kathleen carroll@icloud.com Text: (210) 793-1616
Publicity Director - Janice Jadwin
jmjadwin@yahoo.com Text: (210) 848-3634

Master Gardener Class Director - Paul Carter
GreenthumbCarter@gmail.com Text: (830) 481-0817
AgrilLife Extension Agent, MG Coordinator - Travis
Franke Travis.Franke@ag.tamu.edu (830) 303-3889
Class Coordinators

(Lead) Paul Carter

GreenthumbCarter@gmail.com Text: (830) 481-0817
April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com Text: (830) 433-2218

David Fisher gemgdavidfisher@gmail.com

Text: (361) 920-0368

TMGA (Quarterly Meetings, IMGC Conference, other
TMGA related work)

TMGA Director 2yr 2026/27 Primary: April Rippel
adrippel@gmail.com Text: (830) 481-0817

TMGA Director 2yr 2026/2027 Alternate: Tim Steele
tlscowboys@hotmail.com Text: (210) 385-2219
TMGA Director 1yr 2025 Primary: Kathy Carroll
kathleen carroll@icloud.com Text: (210) 793-1616
TMGA Director 1 yr 2025 Alternate: Pam Malone
ptmalone@live.com Text: (830) 534-2111

2. GCMG 2025/2026 Audit Committee
Don Albrecht darp83@sbcglobal.net (806) 341-0373
Dominique Harmon dominiqueah@mac.com
(303)910-7186

Edie Cassell ediecassell@gmail.com (512) 968-5313

3. GCMG Education & Speakers Bureau Team
POC: Karen Koepp kkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com

Text: (210) 378-3403

Speakers Bureau POC: VACANT - Need new POC.

4. GCMG MG Office, Research Library, & Seed
Exchange

210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin

POCs: David Koepp dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com
Text: (210) 263-3624

Karen Koepp kkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com

Text: (210) 378-3403

Ernestine Sykes ejackson.sykes@gmail.com
Text: (210) 544-0756

Volunteer Days: Mon 10a.m.-Noon, Wed 2-5 p.m.

5. GCMG Monthly Meeting-Refreshments,

Setup, & Cleanup

210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin

POC: Annette Padgett padgettboys4@msn.com

Text: (406) 239-0777

Volunteer Days: 314 Thursday each month except June &
December - Sign up to bring refreshments during monthly
meeting or contact POC for current needs.

6. GCMG Newsletter

POC: Melinda Lucas meljlucas78218@gmail.com
Text (210) 413-9389

Volunteer Days: Contact POC for needs.

7. GCMG Scholarship Committee

POCs (Lead) Kat Medeiros-Oropeza
katoropezal975@yahoo.com Text: (210) 577-8863

Don Albrecht darp83@sbcglobal.net Text: (806) 341-0373

Tim Steele tlscowboys@hotmail.com Text: (210) 385-2219

Ingrid Wilgen essentiallyingrid@gmail.com
Text: 210-214-0787

8. GCMG Social Events

Summer POC: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com
Text: (830) 433-2218

Winter POC: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com
Text: (830) 433-2218

Volunteer Days: Contact POC

9. GCMG Technology Team
POC: Paul Prince phrogtoo@yahoo.com
Text: (559) 259-4317

Volunteer Days: Contact POC
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Volunteer Opportunities

Public Education / Outreach

1. Ask A Master Gardener Information Booth
Location details will be provided by POC.

POC: Mac Mullins macadac242@gmail.com

Text (210) 722-3881

Volunteer Days: Contact POC

2. Big Red Barn Kiosk

390 Cordova Rd., Seguin, TX

POC: Ernestine Sykes ejackson.sykes@gmail.com
Text: (210) 544-0756

Volunteer Days: Contact POC

3. Christmas Tree Decorating Project (Nov/Dec)
210 E. Live Oak St.,, (Tree will be on Downtown Square)
POC: Ernestine Sykes ejackson.sykes@gmail.com

Text: (210) 544-0756

Volunteer Days: Contact POC

4. GC Fair AAMG Booth, Kids Crafts, Horticulture Exhibits, Pumpkin Contest
(2nd week/weekend Oct.)

950 S. Austin St,, Seguin, TX (Fairgrounds Coliseum)

Lead POC: By Committee

AAMG /Information Booth: Mac Mullins

macadac242@gmail.com Text (210) 722-3881

Horticulture: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com
Text: (830) 433-2218

Kids Crafts: Pam Malone ptmalone@live.com

Text: (830) 534-2111
Pumpkin Decorating Contest Booth: Pam Younger

pamyounger54@gmail.com Text: (512) 656-2322
Volunteer Days: Tuesday-Sunday during Fair Week

5. GCMG Independence Day Parade Float

POC: Angela Chason angelachason@hotmail.com
Text: (210) 803-6736

Setup Location / Volunteer Days: Contact POC

6. Youth Education - Junior Master Gardeners
210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin
POC: VACANT - Need new POC
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Volunteer Opportunities

Please check with the listed point of contact before showing up. Times and days may
change at any time due to a number of reasons.

Mondays & Fridays

Marion Veterans Community
Garden

100 W Huebinger St., Marion

M: 8:00 am-10:00 am
F:9:00 am-11:00 pm

This i kand al
is is an open park and always Mondays, Wednesdays,

needs weeds pulled. Once you know
what needs to be done, you would be e
able to work any time or day that is Fr'day S and Satu rday S
convenient for your schedule.

Contact Carol Suchan .
210-870-4880 or email Ron Pedde Community Garden
ladywithdonkey@yahoo.com 1017 Town Creek Road, Cibolo
or Anne Ottenad
210-860-3636 or email For all work times
Ron.anne.ottenad@Gmail.com and D ays
Please contact Rachel Eiland
Text 757-513-2842 or email
rachel.eiland@outlook.com

Wednesdays and Friday
MG Office/Library/Seed Exchange

210 E. Live Oak, AgriLife Bldg., Seguin
W: 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.
F:10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.
Volunteers are always needed.

Please see the Seed Exchange page for
more details.

Contact David Koepp at
dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com or Karen
Koepp at kkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com

or email Ernestine Sykes at
ejackson.sykes@gmail.com
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Volunteer Opportunities

Tuesdays, Thursdays
And Saturdays

Gutierrez Park

1231 Borgfeld Rd, Schertz
9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.

For times and volunteer opportunities,
contact Maria Dykes at 210-792-1603 or
email Mariaq75@gmail.com

Wednesdays

St Andrew’s Community Garden

The corner of Nolte & Crocket St., Seguin
9:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.

Weeding, planting, edging and
whatever else needs to be done.

Contact Ernestine Sykes
210-544-0756 or email
ejackson.sykes@gmail.com

Tuesdays & Fridays

Guadalupe County Demonstration
Garden

1101 Elbel Road, Schertz
(behind the County Annex Building)
8:00 a.m. until 11.00. a.m.
Contact Ann Odvody

210-994-9664 or email
odvodyd@swbell.net

(Always in need of help)

Fridays

Big Red Barn Gardens
250 Cordova Road, Seguin
Start times:

7:30 a.m. (summer)
8:15 a.m. (winter)
Contact Janice Knobles

210-275-4402 or email
jmknobles@yahoo.com
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TEXAS
MASTER o5 GARDENER

TEXAS AGM

GRILIFE
EXTENSION

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc.

210 East Live Oak St.

Seguin, TX 78155

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org or
https://gcmgtx.org/ 830-379-1972 Ext 1487

Guadalupe County Texas A&M Agrilife Extension http://guadalupe.agrilife.org/ 830-379-1972
Texas Master Gardeners http://txmg.org

GCMG Officers & Board of Directors 2026

President

April Rippel

Past President

Kay McElveen

President Elect

Pam Malone

Vice President

Pam Younger

Secretary

Kathleen Smith

Treasurer

Frank Rippel

Publicity Director

Janice Jadwin

Membership Director

David Koepp

Education Director

Karen Koepp

Training Class Director

Paul Carter

Volunteer Director

Kathy Carroll

AgriLife Agent MG Coordinator

Travis Franke

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension, Texas A&M University system, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts
Cooperating provides equal opportunities in its programs and
employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion,
national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status,
sexual orientation, or gender identity. Persons with disabilities
needing accommodations for effective participation in the program
should contact the County Extension Office at least one week prior
to the program or event to request mobility, hearing, visual or
other assistance. The information given herein is for educational
purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is
made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended
and no endorsement by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
is implied.

Melinda J Lucas, Editor
MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com
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REMINDER Newsletter Staff
Editor - Melinda J Lucas

If anyone needs a card from
the organization for an illness Proofreaders - David Koepp, Diana Hard,
or a loss of a family member, Kat Medeiros-Oropeza, Lisa Ancelet,
please send an email
to: GCMGTX@gmail.com.

Jessica Milburn and Heidi Brown

Members in Service

Texas Master Gardener Association Directors

Two Year Term (2025-2026) April Rippel, Alternate - Tim Steele
One Year Term (2027) Kathy Carroll, Alternate - Pam Malone
Yule Fest - April Rippel
Pedde Park - Rachel Eiland

Tech Team Lead - Paul Prince

Big Red Barn - Janice Knobles
4th of July Parade - Angela Chason
Newsletter Editor - Melinda J Lucas
Gutierrez Garden Park - Maria Dykes
Facebook Administrator - Kathy Adams
Kingsbury Fall Festival - Sharon Cooper
Plant Sales - Paul Carter and Tim Steele
Ask A Master Gardener Booth - Mac Mullins
Christmas Tree Decorating - Ernestine Sykes

Speakers Bureau Team- Karen Koepp (P.O.C.)

Grow Team Lead By Committee-Clayton Phelps
GCMG Class Coordinators — Paul Carter and April Rippel
Refreshment Coordinator - Anette Padgett (AKA Montana)

Guadalupe Co. Demonstration Garden - Dale & Ann Odvody
GCMG Officel/Library/Seed Exchange - David & Karen Koepp, Ernestine Sykes

GCMG Scholarship Committee Members: Tim Steele, Don Abrecht, Kat Medeiros-Oropeza
2026 County Fair - By Committee, Horticulture April Rippel, Kid's Crafts Pam Malone, Raffle - David
Fisher, AAMG/Information booth Mac Mullins, Pumpkin Contest Pam Younger, & Plant Sales Paul Carter

(For a complete list please visit: https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/about/officers-members-in-
service/
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