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What’s the Buzzzz? 

 

 

• Immediate need for a Lead or Video Lead Technologist to 

take over filming Lunch and Learns and meetings.  This is 

a pretty easy way to earn volunteer hours and training will 

be provided.  No experience needed. 

• There are still volunteer opportunities available for school 
tours, and the county fair!   

• Want to be a Wandering Gardener? If you have visited any 
beautiful garden areas and have a few photos, we’d love 
to hear about your adventure.  You get volunteer hours 
and we get to learn about somewhere new.  See the   
Wandering Gardeners page for more information. 

• Seed Exchange! Come and check it out and leave with 
volunteer hours and or seeds! 

• Fall grow team.  There are many roles to fill.  If you don’t 
want to “grow” you can do crafts, donate plants (in nice 
pots) or help with sales and other needs. 
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Letter from the President 
 

Dear Fellow Master Gardeners 

It is officially “Autumn” and it is really cooling off, at least at night. Our busy season 

is in full swing.  I want to thank everyone who is working on our various activities. If 

you haven’t signed up yet to volunteer, it isn’t too late. This month we will be finish-

ing up the fall school tours at the Big Red Barn and next week is the Guadalupe 

County Fair. After that comes Pecan Fest with volunteer opportunities at the plant 

sale in Central Park and acting as a docent in the garden at the Big Red Barn. Also 

upcoming is the Kingsbury Fall Festival and Yule Fest, not to mention the Christmas 

Tree contest. I guess what I’m saying is, if you waited until the end of the year to get 

your “hours” in, you have many opportunities in the near future. All of these activi-

ties are fun and they all present the chance to share our knowledge and love of    

gardening with the public. 

Fall also is the start of getting ready for next year, 2026 – sounds like a science fic-

tion date to me. This means planning and budgeting for our various gardens and 

projects. We all just love working on budgets (sorry the sarcasm is a hangover from 

my days as an actual employee). Honestly, all of you have worked really hard on our 

plant sales so that we have the funds to maintain all of the various projects. Don’t 

waste the funds, but spend it wisely so that we can continue to be proud of the     

projects you have worked so hard on!  

Speaking of getting ready for next year, PLEASE plan to attend the October and No-

vember membership meetings. At the October meeting we will be nominating offic-

ers for 2026. Our President Elect, April Rippel, will have a panel to present but nomi-

nations will be accepted from the floor. At the November meeting we will be electing 

officers. This is really critical, and your support is needed. We will also start getting 

ready for 2026 by starting collection of annual dues, so you may want to come      

prepared to pay): 

I’m going to close with a word of caution. As you work in various projects, please  

exercise care. There have been a lot of reports of snakes. So both in your home   

garden and Master Gardener projects, keep your eyes open and be careful. 

Kay McElveen 

President, GCMG 
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Membership Corner 
  Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 

Membership Director Report 

Month Ending August 31, 2025 

Prepared by David Koepp, Membership Director 
 

Executive Summary: 

There are 25 (down from 31) currently certified members who have not yet submitted any          
volunteer hours in VMS for 2025, and 40 certified members who still need between .5 and 19.5 
volunteer hours (and their CE hrs). 
 
 Aside from the many project gardens, there are also many indoor opportunities to get hours, and 
tons of online education available. See our website and web calendar for details. 
 
I know some of you plan to work the GC Fair, but the end of the year will be here before you know 
it. Start working those CE hours in by watching videos on our YouTube channel.    

I also know many of you have hours worked, but for whatever reason have not entered them in 
VMS. Please get it done or reach out to me for help in getting them input! While many may be past 
time to help the organization financially, they still apply towards your certification or recertifica-
tion requirements. 

If you need your password reset, or if you need help getting the hours entered, please reach out 
to me. I’m willing to help however I can. My contact info is below. 

You may not be aware, but the timely input of your volunteer (and CE hours) is actually critical to 
our organizations funding; thus we can’t stress enough the importance of your timely input of 
your hours. Reporting in VMS is imperative to the continuance of the EMG program which relies 
upon State and Federal funding. Reporting shows the community and our stakeholders the       
impact of our volunteer service provided.  
 
This State & Federal funding gives us the facilities and office space for our training classes,   
meetings and presentations, the audio & video equipment we utilize, the network and internet  
access, our website,  it pays for the electricity to keep the lights on, the phones, computers, and 
many other things.  
 
You might be thinking well I’m just donating those hours and I’m not going to bother reporting 
them, and while that is nice sentiment, it is actually hurting the organization financially. So 
please, input the hours worked or spent on CE in a given month (by the last day of the given 
month at the very latest). 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this report, with VMS or EVS, please contact  
David Koepp dhkoepp.GCMG@gmail.com  or GV:  210-263-3624 voice/text friendly 

2025 Recertification Requirements are 20 hours Volunteer & 10 hours Continuing Education. 
Did you know you could access VMS from your smartphone? Yes the screen is smaller than a 
computer screen, but you can enter your time via VMS in a web browser the same way as from a 
computer. 

We recommend entering your hours into VMS if not the same day as the task performed, then 
at least weekly! But worst case: Please, log all of your hours by or before the last day of the 
month in order for them to be counted properly.  

https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/events/
https://www.youtube.com/@gcmgtx
mailto:dhkoepp.GCMG@gmail.com
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Membership Corner 
  Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 

Membership Director Report 
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Membership Corner 
  Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 

Membership Director Report 
 

August 2025 Volunteer Recognition Drawing Certified* Master Gardeners 

5+ Volunteer Hours for 1 - 31 August 2025 (Board Members Not Included/Eligible)  

Recognition Drawings: 

August-Marcel Althauser & Pam Malone September MM Door prize-Melva Edwards & Clayton Phelps 

Milestone Club:  
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Membership Corner 
  Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 

Membership Director Report 
 

 

Quick Reference Guide to New Project Name Listing 

All Gardens & Parks now have 2 entries (Education & Maintenance/Harvesting), and City is last 

(where applicable) so that everything now is presented in Alphanumerical order. 

Advanced Master Gardener Training Class 

Christian Cupboard Community Garden - Education - Seguin 

Christian Cupboard Community Garden - Maintenance/Harvesting - Seguin 

Continuing Education (Lunch & Learns, Webinars, and other education events that do not fall 

under   another project) 

Fund Raisers (Calendar & Garden Guide, Craft Opportunities, Farmers Markets, GC Fair, Grow 

Team, Plant Sales, etc.) 

• Calendar and Gardening Guide – Now goes under Fund Raisers 

• Fall Fest - Kingsbury - The AAMG part should go under Public Education/Outreach unless 

they too are supporting the plant Sales, The Plant sales part should go under Fund Raisers.  

• Grow Team – Now goes under Fund Raisers again as it used to be. 

• Guadalupe County Fair - Seguin - This is really “Public Education/Outreach” and/or 

“Fundraising” which you use depends on the role you played/worked at the event.  

• Not that they were listed separately before, but to be clear this is also where Earth Day, Pe-

can Fest (downtown portion), Yulefest, Online Sales, and Kingsbury Fall Fest entries go 

(Most all were already putting it here already anyway). 

Guadalupe County Demonstration Garden - Education - Schertz 

Guadalupe County Demonstration Garden - Maintenance/Harvesting - Schertz 

Gutierrez Garden Park - Education - Schertz 

Gutierrez Garden Park - Maintenance - Schertz 

Irma Lewis Outdoor Learning Center - Education - Seguin ISD 

Irma Lewis Outdoor Learning Center - Maintenance/Harvesting - Seguin ISD 

LULAC Community Garden - Education - Seguin 

LULAC Community Garden - Maintenance/Harvesting - Seguin 

LVISD Primary School - Education - La Vernia 

LVISD Primary School - Maintenance/Harvesting - La Vernia 

Master Gardener Training Class 

Membership Meeting & Educational Presentation (incl MM Refreshments, Setup/Cleanup) 

MG Organizational Support (BoD, Committee, MG Office, Newsletter, Research Library, Seed 

Exchange, Technology Team, Website Work) 

• Board of Directors, including TMGA Directors - This didn't exist until earlier this year. It was 

created to have an email list in VMS for the BoD but is being used to record hours which      

really should be under Organizational support as it was prior.  

• MG Office/Research Library/Seed Exchange - This is technically Organizational Support as    

well.  
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Membership Corner 
  Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 

Membership Director Report 
 

 
• Recruiting work: Building advertising plans, making flyers, distributing flyers, 

should go under MG Org Support.  

• Technology Team – Now goes under Organizational Support 

Mill Street Community Garden - Education - New Braunfels 

Mill Street Community Garden - Maintenance/Harvesting - New Braunfels 

Other Gardens - Education - (Used for reciprocal cooperation between Counties) 

Other Gardens - Maintenance/Harvesting (Used for reciprocal cooperation between 

Counties) 

Public Education/Outreach (Ask A Master Gardener Booth, BRB Kiosk, Christmas 

Tree, GC Fair, Lectures Given) 

•Christmas Tree Project - Seguin – Now goes under Public Education/Outreach 

• Guadalupe County Fair - Seguin - This is really “Public Education/Outreach” and/or   

“Fundraising” which you use depends on the role you played/worked at the event.  

•Pumpkin Decorating Contest – Now goes under Public Education/Outreach 

•Independence Day Parade Float  

•Master Gardener Booth – Now goes under Public Education/Outreach  

•Red Barn -Kiosk - Education - Seguin - Now goes under Public Education/Outreach 

Red Barn-Garden - Education/School Tours - Seguin 

Red Barn-Garden - Maintenance/Harvesting - Seguin 

Ron Pedde Memorial Community Garden - Education - Cibolo 

Ron Pedde Memorial Community Garden - Maintenance/Harvesting - Cibolo 

St. Andrews Community Garden - Education - Seguin 

St. Andrews Community Garden - Maintenance/Harvesting - Seguin 

Texas State Master Gardeners Association (TMGA Quarterly Calls, IMGC Events, Other 

TMGA related work) 

Transfer from another county (Admin Use Only to record hours worked in prior County 

at transfer time) 

Veteran's Memorial Park - Education - Marion 

Veteran's Memorial Park - Maintenance - Marion 

Whitehall Polley Mansion - Education - La Vernia 

Whitehall Polley Mansion - Maintenance/Harvesting - La Vernia 

Youth Education Gardening - Junior Master Gardener 
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Membership Corner 

Pumpkin Etching 

By Casey Sauls, Class 40 

 

 
     In the past weeks my husband and I 
traveled to Kansas to visit family. When I 
got to my cousin Mike’s house, (even 
though it was raining) I ran straight to 
his pumpkin patch and began snapping 
photos.  Those beautiful plants trans-
ported me back in time… so many 
warm, late Summer afternoons dancing 
between the vines.  Sigh, a pop of red 
here; a long, strong, prickly vine with 
beautiful, full yellow blossoms 
there.  Then, there it was… the message 
I was looking for on the pumpkin. It was 
like finding hidden treasure.  A message 
for my Aunt who went to Heaven 5 years 
ago.  I cried- happy tears.  Over the 
years Mike has left messages for many of us to “discover” in his pumpkin patch.  What 
a dear way to make a grandchild feel special, to celebrate your spouse or just to make 
yourself smile. Think about it. 
     The technique is simple.  Once the pumpkin has formed, use a sharp tool (like an 
ice pick) to etch a word or picture into the skin.  Don’t go so deep as to allow insects 
an entry point into the pumpkin.  Just scratch the surface.  As the pumpkin heals, a 
scar will form on its skin and your message will appear.  This does not decrease the 
longevity of the fruit or its taste or usefulness. The possibilities are endless.  Imagine- 
turning your pumpkin patch into a treasure hunt.  
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Membership Corner 
 
 

Bug Juice (an Entomology Tidbit) by Karen Koepp 

I love the sounds of summer nights---frogs, katydids and especially crickets.  Interest-

ing tidbit….have you ever heard of Dolbear’s Law?  In 1891 a physicist named Amos 

Dolbear observed that you can estimate the temperature by counting cricket chirps.  

The more chirps – the warmer the weather.   Here’s the formula– Count the number of 

chirps in 14 seconds add 40 = the approximate temperature.  A fun reminder of how 

closely living creatures are tied to their surroundings.  I challenge you to give it a try! 

 

Fall Beginner Gardener Class 

 

The second week of Fall Beginner Gardening Class.  The class worked on two raised 

beds at St. Andrew’s Community Garden.  HEB of Seguin donated the soil and all of 

these lovely Guadalupe Master Gardeners made it come together. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Pictures provided by 

Karen Ann 
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Membership Corner 

2026 Master Gardener Calendar 
 

Great news! The GCMG 2026 Gardening Guide & 
Calendars are in!  
 
This full color, beautiful, informative guide will 
give you invaluable information about vegetables 
and when to plant them. This is a fundraiser for 
our non-profit organization.  
 
Order now, or come to 4037 Stockdale Hwy.,     
Seguin, TX 78155 Wed-Sat. 9am - 5pm, to buy in 
person. Link for ordering: https://gcmgtx.org/2026calendar/index.html  The calendars 
will also be available at upcoming Lunch and Learns, meetings, and plant sales. 
 
Cash, checks, and credit cards accepted.  
 
Every year our calendars will feature a different horticulture topic, 2026 is                
vegetables.  There is a rumor that 2027 will be trees, stay tuned!  Don't delay,              
get yours soon, supplies are limited!  These will make great Christmas gifts! 
 
April Rippel 
2025 GCMG President Elect 
Texas Master Gardener Assoc. Director - Guadalupe County 
Guadalupe County Master Gardener Class Co-Coordinator 
adrippel@gmail.com   (830) 433-2218 (Text Friendly) 
Guadalupe County Master Gardener Training Class 
41 Information: 
 Info and Application Click Here 

 
. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgcmgtx.org%2F2026calendar%2Findex.html%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExVkhSRTBjOFZYRUx6cW9KNwEem-x3je5I98RzB75Zq97UdyGwoyuocQsx_EOMFgcGvdQpW8wIRUkbG_a6bLA_aem_8jCF5uLv0iXq3KDeL0TrhA&h=AT0KttnEuYv9I95RUNNuxeKGM
mailto:adrippel@gmail.com
https://www.gcmgtx.org/Class_41/index.html
https://www.gcmgtx.org/Class_41/index.html
https://www.gcmgtx.org/Class_41/index.html
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Membership Corner 

Guadalupe County Fair 

Horticulture Entries 

Last Chance 
 

 

The 2025 Guadalupe County Fair is here!  Please plan to enter something you are 
growing to show off what we, as gardeners, can do! 
 
At the GCMG Booth, inside the coliseum here in Seguin, we will once again host the         
Horticulture Division.  What is involved with entering something?  
Here's what you need to know: 
It is free to enter an item 
You can enter as many items as you would like 
All entries must be grown/made in Texas, by the exhibitor 
You get free Fair Tickets for entering items 
There is an Adult Division & a Youth Division.  Youth is for 17 years old and            
younger.  Divisions are judged separately 
Your entry can win ribbons! 
Entries are accepted at the coliseum on Wednesday, October 8th, from 2-7pm, and   
on Thursday, October 9th, from 9-10am 
Judging will be done by out-of-county AgriLife Extension Agents. 
Your entries can be picked up on Sunday, October 12th, from 4-5:30pm. 
 
So get growing, or get making!  For a complete list of what you can enter at the GCMG 
Horticulture Booth, please visit https://gcfair.org/horticulture.php.  Field crops,      
garden crops, orchard crops, and home products are all welcome. 
See you at the fair! 
-- 
April Rippel 
2025 GCMG President Elect 
Texas Master Gardener Assoc. Director - Guadalupe County 
Guadalupe County Master Gardener Class Co-Coordinator 
adrippel@gmail.com   (830) 433-2218 (Text Friendly) 
Guadalupe County Master Gardener Training Class 41 Information: 
 Info and Application Click Here 

 

 

 

 

https://gcfair.org/horticulture.php
mailto:adrippel@gmail.com
https://www.gcmgtx.org/Class_41/index.html
https://www.gcmgtx.org/Class_41/index.html
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Membership Corner 

Guadalupe County Fair 

Raffle 
 

 
EXCITING NEWS ~ Every year the GCMG have many sponsors that donate fabulous 
prizes for our fundraising raffle at the Guadalupe County Fair.  Now it is easier than 
ever to get YOUR tickets! 
 
For the first time ever, you can purchase your raffle tickets online! 
 
If you are unable to attend the fair. 
 
If you don't like filling out your name and phone number on all those tiny tickets. 
This online option is for you!  As always, you need not be present to win. 
 
To view some of the prizes and get your tickets go to:   
https://gcmgtx.org/CountyFair/index.html  
 
Keep checking this website, more prizes will be added! 
 
You can buy as many tickets as you like for each/all prizes.  Once purchased your 
ticket(s), with your name & phone number, will be placed in the drawing box for each 
prize that you buy tickets for. 
 
Raffle tickets can also be purchased in person at:  4037 Stockdale Hwy, Seguin, 
TX  78155 until Wednesday, October 8th, 2025.  (830) 433-2218 for more info.  Cash, 
checks and all credit cards accepted. 
 
Raffle tickets can be purchased in person at the GCMG Horticulture booth starting 
Thursday, Oct. 9th, 2025 - The First Official Day of the County Fair!  Cash, checks and 
all credit cards accepted. 
 
Get your tickets today! 
-- 
April Rippel 
Guadalupe County Master Gardener Class Co-Coordinator 
Texas Master Gardener Assoc. Director - Guadalupe County 
adrippel@gmail.com 
(830) 433-2218 (Text Friendly) 
 

 

 

https://gcmgtx.org/CountyFair/index.html
mailto:adrippel@gmail.com
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Membership Corner 

Guadalupe County Fair 

Pumpkin Decorating Contest and Volunteers 
Pam Younger’s team has been getting ready for  
the County Fair. They’ve gathered  donations from 
sponsors that cover the prizes for 32 winners. 
Some sponsors even provide food for the               
volunteers at the booth.  

Here are the highlights of 
the week of the Fair: 

Accept pumpkin entries 
(over 100) on Wednesday 
and Thursday, October 
8th & 9th. Everyone is 
amazed at the artistic  
talent in our community.  

Call the 32 winners on Friday, October 10th after judging. 
The winners are so excited to get the news.  

See Donna Dodgen, Seguin’s Mayor, and Linda Duncan, a 
local radio celebrity, on Saturday, October 11th. They call 
up the winners and give away the prizes at the Award Cere-
mony. It’s a real party! 

 

The Sign-Up Genius is full, but you can contact 
Pam if you want to work a shift at the booth.  

It’s FUN, and she’s 
happy to fit you in 
where she can.  

(512) 656-2322 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Years top winners.  Pictures provided by: 

Pam Younger—pumpkin booth extraordinaire  
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Membership Corner 

GCMG Fall Plant Sales 

 
The GCMG on-line plant sale is up and running with some beautiful plants.  These plants have 
been hardened off and are ready to put in the ground NOW.  Shop on-line to reserve yours         
today:   https://gcmgtx.org/plantsale/index.html  Or shop in person at 4037 Stockdale Hwy.,       
Seguin, TX  78155.  Hours are  Wed-Sat, 9am - 5pm.                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oct  9th-12th 

Guadalupe 
County Fair 

Coliseum 

Oct  25th 

Pecan Fest             

Downtown Seguin 

Nov  8th 

Kingsbury Festival 

Downtown       
Kingsbury 

Dec 7th 

Yulefest  

Guadalupe County 
Fairground Coliseum 

https://gcmgtx.org/plantsale/index.html
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Class 41 Registration 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gcmgtx.org/Class_41/index.html
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/
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Monthly Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Board Meeting 
***The October Board meeting has been moved from the second Thursday to the first      

Thursday due to the County Fair. We will be meeting on October 2 at 4:00 pm in the           

upstairs kitchen at AgriLife. The meeting is open to all members. *** 
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Ask the Master Gardeners 

Q: It is fall and the goldenrod is blooming. I know you’ve said in the past that you grow 
the plant. What can be done with the blooms? 
A: Goldenrod or Solidago canadensis is a member of the aster family and grows 
throughout the US, Alaska, and Canada. It blooms in the fall and is sometimes blamed 
for hay fever, although the culprit is usually ragweed which also blooms about this 
same time. Wildflower.org says it is perennial, requires medium water use, sun or part 
shade, has high drought tolerance, and can grow in caliche, sandy loam, clay loam, 
and clay. Wildlife is attracted to this plant, including birds, bees and butterflies. It is of 
special value to native bees.  
Blooms can be used fresh as décor, or can be dried for dry flower arrangements. The 
blooms also make great dye and were used by American colonists according to Marie 
Sugar in The Complete Natural Dyeing Guide. A simple and safe recipe with ingredi-
ents you can find in the grocery store is the following: Take four cups of fresh flowers 
and soak them in a mesh bag overnight in water. Add more water to this in a large pot 
and simmer for an hour. Add 1 teaspoon of alum and ½ teaspoon of cream of tartar for 
every half yard of wet wool and simmer for another hour. Then turn off heat and let 
cool overnight. Wash wool with one teaspoon of shampoo then rinse till water runs 
clear. Hang to dry.  
I should mention that I used an unchipped enamel pot because iron can affect the col-
or. You can also use stainless steel. I collected my blooms from a field by Argent Court 
that has since been plowed and is under construction. However, the plant is easy to 
grow if you have a little bit of space. I dug up one plant from the roadside, and it has 
spread to a nice 10 foot by 20 foot area. It has bloomed every fall faithfully.  
 
Q: I see the berries on the American beautyberry at the library. Is the plant easy to 
grow? 
A: American beautyberry or Callicarpa Americana is a deciduous perennial that is fair-
ly easy to grow. The Seguin library has a lovely plant near the outdoor book drop. My 
plant is back in my wild scape area and never gets watered but still manages to fruit 
and survive. The plant blooms in the spring, then by fall and early winter you see the 
purple berry clusters which become more prominent as the leaves drop. Wildflow-
er.org suggests cutting the shrub to twelve inches above the base each winter to en-
courage more compact growth. I have never done that, and I don’t believe the Park 
Department does that to the library’s plant either. 
This is a good understory shrub and requires little maintenance. Wildlife use it as a 
food plant. It attracts birds and butterflies and is a nectar source. It is not deer re-
sistant. According to Wildflower.org, Native Americans used the roots and leaves in 
sweat baths for rheumatism, fevers and malaria, and a root tea was used for dysen-
tery, stomach aches, and colic. 
 
FYI: Keep your birdbaths and outdoor water containers filled for the wildlife. 

 

Clara Mae Marcotte and Ernestine Sykes are the Ask A Master Gardener GCMGs with 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension. If you have a Gardening question, please feel free to text 
or email the Master Gardeners: Text: 210-544-0756 or email: GCMGTX@gmail.com 

mailto:GCMGTX@gmail.com
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GCMG FACEBOOK COMMUNITY  
By Kat Adams 
 
We added 16 new members.  They want to learn about the growing seasons, how to 
grow an edible garden and how to plant trees. 
 
Our top posts were Michaela Brielle, Lisa Ancelet, and Barry Watson. 
Thank you to all who posted. 
 
What To Plant and Grow In October  
Artichoke, Beets, Broccoli, Brussel Sprouts, Cabbage, Carrots, Cauliflower, Collards, 
Corn, Fava Beans, Garlic, Greens (Cool Season), Kale, Kohlrabi, Leeks, Lettuce,       
Mustard, Onions (Bulb), Green Onions, English Peas, Radish, Spinach, Swiss Chard, 
Turnip. 
 
Building a Ladybug and Lacewing Nesting House 
Gardeners need ladybugs and lacewings in their gardens as they feast on unwanted 
aphids.  Encourage them to overwinter in your garden by offering them a comfortable 
place/home.  Adults and children enjoy this project.  Make sure the contents are tightly 
packed. 
Supplies Needed 
Hack saw with fine blade 
10-15 bamboo stems 
7 feet garden wire  
6 inches lengths of  wood, 4-6 inches wide 
Hammer  
4 nails 
Wood glue  
String, for hanging house  
 
Saw bamboo into 6 inch pieces.  Lay them out in a row and wind wire around each 
end.  It should resemble a railroad track.  Roll the bamboo tightly together making sure 
the canes do not fall out, and secure with a piece of  wire. 
For the roof, take two pieces of  wood and hammer to nail them together at right angles, 
one on top of  the other.  To secure the roof  to the bamboo nesting home, first glue the 
bamboo to the roof  with wood glue.  Then secure by winding a piece of  wire around the 
next and roof  three times, ending with a little hook. 
Attach string to the hook and hang up the house, at a slight downward angle so that the 
tubes do not get waterlogged. 
 
Thank you to all who contributed.  Please continue to post photos of  your gardens,     
garden questions and garden hacks. 
We all learn from each other. 
Take care and enjoy your gardens. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/148498042257252/
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The Wandering Gardeners 

A Nighttime Stroll at Butchart Gardens 

Victoria, British Columbia 

Submitted by Renee Scull, GCMG Class 32 

 

I recently took the trip of a lifetime with my wonderful mother-in-law and sisters-in-law back in 

August.  We sailed to Alaska on Norwegian Cruise Lines and on our trip, we were afforded the 

privilege of taking many exciting excursions throughout Alaska and Canada, culminating with 

a stop at the captivating Butchart Gardens, located just  outside the city of Victoria, British 

Columbia.  

Directly from the website, the Gardens 

are introduced as “a 121-year-old world  

famous 55-acre display garden located 

in Bentwood Bay, British Columbia.  

Created by Jennie Butchart, and still 

privately owned, and operated by the 

family, the Gardens were designated a 

National Historic Site of Canada in 2004 

for its 100th birthday.” 

What was particularly unique about our 

visit was that it  occurred late at night.  

Our cruise ship docked around 8:00pm 

and we arrived at  the gardens near 

9:00pm.  The group was treated to a    

wonderful fireworks display, which we 

were told is a weekly occurrence during their peak summertime  tourist season and then    

given time to stroll the gardens at our leisure before returning to the ship and making our 

overnight sail back to Seattle.   

                The garden beds were lit with soft lighting to make for a truly 

magical experience.  Most   commonly in bloom were begonias, 

dahlias, hydrangeas and roses.  Of particular note were the 

Japanese gardens and the beautiful Redwood trees nearby 

towering within the curves of the walking paths.  If you should 

ever have an  opportunity to visit British Columbia, the Butchart    

Gardens are a must see.  They will truly hold your heart. 
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The Wandering Gardeners 

 
  
      

 

If you would like to have your wandering gardener experience 

published, please email your   favorite 7 pictures and 3 short   

paragraphs to  Melinda Lucas at MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com  

mailto:MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com
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Continuing Education 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service - Serving Texas’ Needs 

 

Education Director Report 
September 04, 2025 

 
Brenda Smith                                              
 2025 GCMG, Education Director 
 
        
Education Hours Snapshot of January – August 2025 (159 Certified Members) 

 
26% have “0” hours – 35 Members  

9% have "0.25-2.25” hours – 10 Members 
9% have "2.5-5.75” hours – 14 Members 
18% have "6-9.75” hours – 27 Members 
38% have “10+” hours – 73 Members  

 

   
 

Wed Oct. 8, 2025        AgriLife Building - 210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, Tx 78155 
 12:00/1:00pm                Program: Fall Yard Preparation Admin: Jamie Nielson 

Guest Speaker: Kathy Carroll – Join Kathy and learn about the Essential Steps for 
a Beautiful and Healthy Yard.  As the crisp autumn air begins to settle in, it's time 
to prepare your yard for the coming winter. Fall yard prep is crucial for maintain-
ing a vibrant and healthy outdoor space.  Come join us to find out the necessary 
steps to get your yard ready for fall.  Free seminar and open to the public. 

 

 

 

 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. The Texas A&M University sys-

tem, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts Cooperating. Persons with disabilities need-

ing accommodations for effective participation in the program should contact the County Extension Office at least one 

week prior to the program or event to request mobility, hearing, 

visual or other assistance.  

 

 



23 

Continuing Education 
 

 

GCMG Lunch & Learn 2025 

Monthly 2nd Wednesday 12:00 to 1:00pm 

 

 

Wed Nov 12, 2025 AgriLife Building - 210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, Tx 78155  
12:00/1:00pm                Program: Gardening Hacks & Things your Grandma Never Taught You                               

Admin: Jamie Nielson 

Guest Speaker: April Ripple, Advanced Master Gardener – Have you ever won-
dered about garden hacks your parents or grandparents talked about?  How about 
things you've read on the internet or folklore?  At this Lunch and Learn, you'll learn 
what really works and what is a waste of your time and money. You'll also receive 
ideas for inexpensive ways to protect your garden, how to recycle everyday items 
found in your home for use in your garden, and practical tips on how to get the most 
out of your cultivated space.  Whether you want to grow flowers or veggies, Texas 
natives or herbs, come join us for a fun filled hour of frivolity and facts about your 
gardens. 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be no Lunch & Learn on September 13, 2025, at the Seguin library. 
 

 
Sat Nov. 8, 2025     Schertz Public Library - 798 Schertz Parkway Schertz, Texas 78154 

11:30/1:00pm     Program: Indoor/House Plants 101 
Guest Speaker: Karen Brkich, Advanced Master Gardener - Whether you're a com-
plete novice or someone looking to expand your plant collection, this class offers 
everything you need to become a successful houseplant parent. Discover the se-
crets to thriving indoor plants, from selecting the right species to mastering essen-
tial care techniques.  Register today and discover the joy of  nurturing houseplants. 
Let’s make your home greener together!! Spaces are limited, so don't miss out on 
this opportunity to cultivate your green thumb and bring nature indoors. A small 
brown bag lunch (fruits, nuts, snacks, and water) will be provided.  Free seminar 
and open to the public. 

 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. The Texas A&M University sys-

tem, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts Cooperating. Persons with disabilities need-

ing accommodations for effective participation in the program 

should contact the County Extension Office at least one week prior 

to the program or event to request mobility, hearing, visual or other 

assistance.  
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Continuing Education 
 

 

   

Sat Oct. 11, 2025   Seguin Public Library - 313 West Nolte Street, Seguin Texas 78155 
12:00/1:30pm     Program: Beyond Bluebonnets   Admin: Linda Truax 

Guest Speaker: Andy Blair, Conservation Biologist – Come join Andy to receive an 
introduction to local wildflower diversity.  This presentation will provide context on 
the vast diversity of  flowering plants that are native to our local area, discuss 
ecoregional differences in plants, and explore the roles of  early, mid, and late  
successional species in our ecosystems. 

 

 

 

Sat Nov. 8, 2025  Seguin Public Library - 313 West Nolte Street, Seguin Texas 78155 
12:00/1:30pm      Program: Vermicomposting   Admin: Linda Truax 

 Guest Speaker: Peter Hernandez, Advanced Master Gardener – Come join Peter 

for a very informative presentation on Vermicomposting.  Vermicomposting is the 

process of using worms—typically red wigglers—to break down organic waste 

into nutrient-rich compost. The worms consume food scraps, paper, and other 

biodegradable materials, producing castings that enhance soil fertility. This 

method accelerates decomposition, reduces landfill waste, and creates an       

eco-friendly way to recycle kitchen leftovers. It’s a natural, efficient way to im-

prove soil health while minimizing waste. 

 

 

 

 

 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. The Texas A&M University sys-

tem, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts Cooperating. Persons with disabilities need-

ing accommodations for effective participation in the program should contact the County Extension Office at least one 

week prior to the program or event to request mobility, hearing, 

visual or other assistance.  
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Continuing Education 

 
 

 

    

 

 
 

Plant Party Webinar: Plant Management Before   
Dormancy  

 

https://youtu.be/EQlzxyd7rLk?si=52c4vJ4yRT-hCzMG 
 
 
 

 

• The Plant’s Perspective - Dr. Chris Miller, Rangeland Management Specialist with   
USDA-NRCS 

• The Grazer’s Perspective - Kason Haby, Technical Assistance Specialist with Texas 
Grazing Land Coalition 

• Moisture Management Forecast - Brandon Bing, Grazing Specialist with USDA-NRCS 
• Setting Seeds Up for Success - Jameson Crumpler, Assistant Director with Texas       

Native Seeds 
• Treatments Before & During Dormancy - Dr. Josh McGinty, Associate Professor &  

Extension Agronomist with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  

 

Find recordings of all Plant Party webinars and see what’s coming next. 
 
The Plant Party webinar series is a collaboration between Texas Parks & Wildlife Department, 
USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service. 
These quarterly webinars are meant to promote advanced training on all things plants and to get 
people excited about the flora of our state.  

 

https://southtexasrangelands.tamu.edu/plant-party/ 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/EQlzxyd7rLk?si=52c4vJ4yRT-hCzMG
https://southtexasrangelands.tamu.edu/plant-party/
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Continuing Education 

Please check out the following websites for Continuing Education opportunities: 

 

• Garden Style San Antonio, TX  https://www.gardenstylesanantonio.com/events-calendar/ 

• Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, Austin TX  https://www.wildflower.org/events/ 

• Plant Party 9: Planting a Seed  worth 1.5 hrs  https://youtu.be/DFi7_JZUzoY 

• The Natural Gardener, 8646 Old Bee Caves Rd, Austin, TX  https://tngaustin.com/classes/ 

• San Antonio Botanical Gardens, San Antonio, TX   https://www.sabot.org/calendar/ 

• Rainbow Gardens, San Antonio, TX   https://www.rainbowgardens.biz/events/ 

• Green Jays Garden Center, 100 Elm Grove Rd, Seguin, TX https://www.greenjaygardens.com/

basic-01 (please check website for classes and details). 

• Bexar County Master Gardeners, San Antonio, TX  https://bexarmg.org/events/ 

• Plant Party #18 recording of the “Spring Green Up” Plant Party Webinar (~1 hr 18 min) can be 
accessed at  https://youtu.be/ziSx-LJjaqo?si=qD_OLTJs-8yx_VP- 
Find ALL Plant Party recordings and future events posted at: 
https://southtexasrangelands.tamu.edu/plant-party/ 

Extension programs educate Texans in the areas of agriculture, environmental    stew-
ardship, health and wellness, youth and adult life skills, human capital and leadership, 
and community economic development and offers the knowledge resources of the land
-grant university system to educate Guadalupe County residents for self-improvement, 
individual action and community problem solving. Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is a 
statewide educational agency and a member of the Texas A&M University System 
(TAMUS), linked in a unique partnership with the nationwide Cooperative Extension 
System and Texas county governments. The following videos are for your viewing and 
completion of CE Hours. 

Home Garden Series: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?

list=PLjqPKX68x1S5BK_6TGl_LYIe3_XUiPjzz 

Horticulture & Gardening Webinar Series with David Rodriguez: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S4J6Urb7-JiyXOCT7Mhtats 

Entomology Webinar Series with Molly Keck: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S50uWVbqYzV3k2nfmxeA_9g 

 

 

 

https://www.gardenstylesanantonio.com/events-calendar/
https://www.wildflower.org/events/month
https://youtu.be/DFi7_JZUzoY
https://tngaustin.com/classes/
https://www.sabot.org/calendar/
https://www.rainbowgardens.biz/events/
https://www.greenjaygardens.com/basic-01
https://www.greenjaygardens.com/basic-01
https://bexarmg.org/events/
https://youtu.be/ziSx-LJjaqo?si=qD_OLTJs-8yx_VP-
https://southtexasrangelands.tamu.edu/plant-party/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S5BK_6TGl_LYIe3_XUiPjzz
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S5BK_6TGl_LYIe3_XUiPjzz
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S4J6Urb7-JiyXOCT7Mhtats
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S50uWVbqYzV3k2nfmxeA_9g
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Special Volunteer Opportunities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seed Exchange update for October 2025 

It’s now October and you should have your garden planted and be enjoying some 

of the fruits of your harvest, along with some of the cooler temperatures that we 

are experiencing.   

Keep in mind that those dead flower heads, along with the discarded fruit seeds, 

are next year’s garden.  Keep what you need, but please bring in the extra dried 

seeds for others to enjoy.   

In order to properly dry seeds it is important to spread them out on a paper towel 

or brown paper bag to dry completely, then store them in paper envelopes.  Any 

moisture will cause the seed to mildew and rot.  Then, for volunteer hours you 

can bring these extra seeds up to the library to the seed exchange.  Please know 

what you have when you bring them in. 

The following page has a list of seeds that are available and more are coming in 

all the time, so please head up to the seed exchange in the Master Gardeners   

Office and take advantage of the free seeds that are available on Wednesdays 

from 2-4 PM.  If those hours don’t work for you due to work or other commitments 

please reach out to one of the POC’s.  They will be glad to help if you have     

questions or need access at other days and times.  

The year is now three quarters over and if you are short on volunteer hours we 

can help with that too.  There is something available for everyone.  

Looking forward to seeing you soon! 

POCs:  David & Karen Koepp – dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com, 

kkoeppnb@gmail.com , or call/text 210-263-3624,   

Ernestine Sykes – ejackson.sykes@gmail.com or text 210-544-0756 

mailto:dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com
mailto:kkoeppnb@gmail.com
mailto:ejackson.sykes@gmail.com
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Special Volunteer Opportunities 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



29 

Special Volunteer Opportunities 

Big Red Barn 

Fall School Tours 

 

 
Janice Knobles has sent out a call for Oct. 6-10 at the Big Red Barn Fall 
School Tours. 
 
There is a need for at least 2 people each day of  the tours.  Three people 
would be even better as a lot of  kids will be involved. Below you will see a 
new SignUp Genius link: 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084EAFAB23A6FCC07-58383360-
bigred 
 
Please take a look at your schedule and see if  you could fit in a few hours at 
the Big Red Barn. The kids always love the garden. 
 
Thank you, 
Beth Smith 
Volunteer Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084EAFAB23A6FCC07-58383360-bigred
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084EAFAB23A6FCC07-58383360-bigred
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Volunteer Opportunities 

 

GCMG APPROVED GARDENS, PARKS, AND PROJECTS FOR 2025 

Gardens and Parks 
 

1. Big Red Barn Garden 

250 Cordova Rd., Seguin, TX 

POC: Janice Knobles, jmknobles@yahoo.com  

Text: 210-275-4402 

Volunteer Day: Fridays 7:30 a.m. Summer 8:15 a.m. Winter 
 

2. Christian Cupboard Garden 

516 N. Camp, Seguin, TX 

POC: Kay McElveen hkaymcelveen@gmail.com 

Phone: (479)790-2933 

Volunteers work on their own schedule. 
 

3. Guadalupe County Demonstration Garden 

1101 Elbel St., Schertz, TX 

POC: Ann Odvody odvodyd@swbell.net 

Phone (210) 665-3866 

Volunteer Day: Tues / Fri 8 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 
 

4. Gutierrez Garden Park 

1231 Borgfeld Rd., Schertz, TX 

POC: Maria Dykes mariaq75@gmail.com 

Phone: (210) 792-1603 

Volunteer days: Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Saturdays 9 a.m. – 

11 a.m. 
 

5. Irma Lewis Outdoor Learning Center Seguin ISD 

1865 East Hwy 90, Seguin, TX  

POC: Wendy Salazar fredandwendy@yahoo.com 

Phone: (210) 483-3717 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

6. La Vernia Primary School Gardens 

249 FM 1346 S., La Vernia TX 

POCs: Kay Cover doncover6969@yahoo.com 

Phone: (830) 779-2149 

Colleen Collier colleen1631@gmail.com 

Phone: (210) 413-4818 

Volunteer Days: Contact the POCs 
 

7. LULAC Community Garden 

1502 Eighth St., Seguin, TX 78155 

POC: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com 

Text: (830) 433-2218 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

8. Marion Veteran’s Memorial Park 

100 W. Huebinger St., Marion, TX 

POCs: Carol Suchan ladywithdonkey@yahoo.com 

Text: 210-870-4880 

Anne Ottenad ron.anne.ottenad@gmail.com  

Volunteer Day: Mondays 8-10 a.m. 

 

 

 

9. Mill Street Community Garden 

1447 West Mill St., New Braunfels, TX 

POCs: Benna Hunter bennahunter@gmail.com 

Text: 270-860-2246 

Kathleen Smith kathleensmith1214@gmail.com 
Volunteer Day: 2nd Saturday of the month. 
 

10. Polley Mansion Heritage Garden 

11432 FM 539, La Vernia, TX 

POC: Robin Muschalek forcexxi@yahoo.com 

Keith Muschalek keith.muschalek@gmail.com 

Phone: (571) 606-4234 

Volunteer Days: Contact POCs 
 

11. Ron Pedde Memorial Community Garden 

1017 Town Creek Rd., Cibolo, TX 78108 

POC: Rachel Eiland 

rachel.eiland@outlook.com 

Phone: (757) 513-2842 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

12. St. Andrew’s Community Garden 

Corner of S. Crockett & Nolte St., Seguin, TX 

POC: Ernestine Sykes ejackson.sykes@gmail.com  

Text: (210) 544-0756 

Volunteer Days: Wednesday’s 9-11 a.m. 
 

13. Other Gardens used as reciprocal cooperation 

between Counties or organizations 

Must have board permission to work and claim time in 

these projects. 
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Volunteer Opportunities 
 

 

GCMG APPROVED GARDENS, PARKS, AND PROJECTS FOR 2025 

Fundraisers & Related Projects 
 

1. Calendar & Gardening Guide 

210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin 

POC: VACANT – Need new POC. 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

2. Craft Opportunities for Plant Sales 

210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin 

POC: VACANT – Need new POC. 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

3. Earth Day (Typically Last Saturday in April) 

Plant Sale Downtown Seguin on the Square 

Plant Sales POCs:  Paul Carter (830) 481-0817 
greenthumbcarter@gmail.com 

Tim Steele (210) 385-2219 tlscowboys@hotmail.com 
 

4. GC Fair Plant Sales & Raffle (2nd week/weekend Oct.) 

950 S. Austin St., Seguin, TX (Fairgrounds Coliseum) 

POC: Kathleen Smith kathleensmith1214@gmail.com 
POC: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com 

Text: (830) 433-2218 

Volunteer Days: Tuesday-Sunday during Fair Week 
 

4. GCMG Grow Team 

Location details will be provided by the POC. 

POC: Pam Malone ptmalone@live.com 

Text (830) 534-2111 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

5. Kingsbury Fall Festival (Plant & Craft Sales) 

644 Railway St, Kingsbury, TX 78638 

POC: Paul Carter & Sharon Cooper 

greenthumbcarter@gmail.com 

Text: (830) 481-0817 

Rscooper3707@gmail.com 

Text: (281) 684-4632 

Volunteer Day: Contact POC – Event is typically on 1st or 

2nd Saturday in November 
 

6. Online Sales & Storefront-Spring/Fall 

4037 Stockdale Hwy, Seguin TX 78155  Regular hours 

are Wednesday-Saturday* 8am – 5pm. 
POC: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com 

Text: (830) 433-2218 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Pecan Festival (Typically Last Saturday in October) 

Garden Tour & more at the Big Red Barn 

Plant Sale Downtown Seguin on the Square 

Big Red Barn POC: Kay McElveen 

hkaymcelveen@gmail.com Phone: (479)790-2933 

Plant Sales POCs:  Paul Carter (830) 481-0817 
greenthumbcarter@gmail.com 

Tim Steele (210) 385-2219 tlscowboys@hotmail.com 
 

8. Plant Sales Team  

Sales will be at various GC locations in Spring & Fall 

POCs:  Paul Carter (830) 481-0817 
greenthumbcarter@gmail.com 

Tim Steele (210) 385-2219 tlscowboys@hotmail.com 

Volunteer Days: Will be posted on website and/or emailed. 
 

9. Yulefest (1st Sunday in December) 
950 S. Austin St., Seguin, TX 

POC: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com 

Text: (830) 433-2218 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

 

GCMG APPROVED GARDENS, PARKS, AND PROJECTS FOR 2025 

Organizational Support 
 

1. GCMG 2025 Board of Directors 

210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin 

President – Kay McElveen  hkaymcelveen@gmail.com 

Past President – Sarah Puckett – Resigned 

President Elect – April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com 

Vice-President – Pam Younger pamyounger54@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Frank Rippel riptron@gmail.com 

Secretary – Kathleen Smith 

kathleensmith1214@gmail.com 

Education Director – Karen Koepp 

kkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com 

Membership Director – David Koepp 

dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com 

Volunteer Director – VACANT Need Volunteer 

Communication Director – Ingrid Wilgen 

essentiallyingrid@gmail.com 

Publicity Director – Janice Jadwin jmjadwin@yahoo.com 

Lead Class Coordinator – Paul Carter 

GreenthumbCarter@gmail.com 

AgriLife Extension Agent, MG Coordinator – Travis Franke 

Travis.Franke@ag.tamu.edu 

Class Coordinators – Paul Carter 

GreenthumbCarter@gmail.com, Tim Steele 

tlscowboys@hotmail.com, & April Rippel  

adrippel@gmail.com 

TMGA Director 2yr 2024/25 Primary: April Rippel  

adrippel@gmail.com 

TMGA Director 2yr 2024/2025 Alternate: Tim Steele 

tlscowboys@hotmail.com 

TMGA Director 1yr 2025 Primary: David Koepp 

dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com 

TMGA Director 1 yr 2025 Alternate: Robin Rieder 

gatewood2005@yahoo.com 

Regular Meeting at AgriLife Extension Office 2nd Floor is 

2nd Thursday at 4 PM each month (except in October which 

is 1st Thursday at 4PM) all members encouraged to attend. 
 

2. GCMG Communications Team 

POC: Communications Director: Ingrid Wilgen 

essentiallyingrid@gmail.com Text: 210-214-0787 

 

3. GCMG Education & Speakers Bureau Team 

POC: Karen Koepp kkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com  
 

4. GCMG MG Office, Research Library, & Seed Exchange 

210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin 

POCs: Ernestine Sykes ejackson.sykes@gmail.com 

David Koepp dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com & Karen Koepp 

kkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com  

Text: (210) 263-3624 

Volunteer Days: Wed.2-4 p.m. 

 

5. GCMG Monthly Meeting-Refreshments, Setup, & 

Cleanup 

210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin 

POC: Karen Carrell carrell1708@msn.com 
Volunteer Days: 3rd Thursday each month except June & 

December – Sign up during monthly meeting or contact POC 

for current needs. 
 

6. GCMG Newsletter 

POC: Melinda Lucas meljlucas78218@gmail.com 
Volunteer Days: Contact POC for needs. 
 

7. GCMG Social Events 

Summer POC: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com 

Text: (830) 433-2218 

Winter POC: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com 

Text: (830) 433-2218 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

8. GCMG Technology Team  

POC: Paul Prince phrogtoo@yahoo.com 

Text: 559-259-4317 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

9. TMGA (Quarterly Meetings, IMGC Conference, other 

TMGA related work) 

TMGA Director 2yr 2024/25 Primary: April Rippel  

adrippel@gmail.com 

TMGA Director 2yr 2024/2025 Alternate: Tim Steele 

tlscowboys@hotmail.com 

TMGA Director 1yr 2025 Primary: David Koepp 

dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com 

TMGA Director 1 yr 2025 Alternate: Robin Rieder 

gatewood2005@yahoo.com 
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Volunteer Opportunities 
 

 

 

GCMG APPROVED GARDENS, PARKS, AND PROJECTS FOR 2025 

Public Education / Outreach 
 

1. Ask A Master Gardener Information Booth (AAMG) 

Location details will be provided by POC. 

POC: Mac Mullins macadac242@gmail.com 

Text (210) 722-3881 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

2. Big Red Barn Kiosk 

390 Cordova Rd., Seguin, TX 

POC: Ernestine Sykes ejackson.sykes@gmail.com  

Text: (210) 544-0756 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

3. Christmas Tree Project (Nov./Dec.) 

210 E. Live Oak St., (Tree will be on Downtown Square) 

POCs: Ernestine Sykes ejackson.sykes@gmail.com  

Text: (210) 544-0756 & Kayla Murray 

misskaylamurray@gmail.com 

Text: (830) 386-9664 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

4. GC Fair AAMG Booth, Crafts, Horticulture Exhibits 

(2nd week/weekend Oct.) 

950 S. Austin St., Seguin, TX (Fairgrounds Coliseum) 

POC: Kathleen Smith kathleensmith1214@gmail.com 
Volunteer Days: Tuesday-Sunday during Fair Week 
 

5. GCMG Independence Day Parade Float 

POC: Angela Chason angelachason@hotmail.com 

Text: (210) 803-6736 

Setup Location / Volunteer Days: Contact POC 

 

6. GCMG Pumpkin Decorating Contest Booth 

(2nd weekend in Oct.) – Fairgrounds Coliseum 

950 S. Austin St., Seguin, TX  

POC: Pam Younger pamyounger54@gmail.com 

Text: (512) 656-2322 
 

7. Youth Education – Junior Master Gardeners 

210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin 

POC: VACANT – Need new POC. 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

New Garden Opportunity 

Ron Pedde Memorial Community Garden 

 

Hello Garden Friends. Hope y'all are well. I am excited to introduce a new volunteer 
opportunity in the Schertz/Cibolo area. 
 
The Ron Pedde Memorial Community Garden was dedicated in 2018; as council 
member his goal was to connect the community to nature and preserve wild-
life. The garden has been mostly unattended since the coordinator left in 2021.  The 
garden is a bit unruly and needs a little TLC and back breaking labor. The garden is 
set in a natural area of  Schlather Park in Cibolo; 1017 Town Creek Rd, Cibolo, TX, 
78108. Volunteer hours are set for Monday / Wednesday 8am-10am. 
 
Here are some upcoming volunteer opportunities. 
 
Upcoming tasks for the garden include leveling gravel walkway (damaged in June 
floods)-current, plant fall crop / cover crop, fertilize / condition beds, planting 
seeds that need to overwinter, mulch beds. 
Need volunteers to help create a large orchard bed and several flower beds for pol-
linators; more details to come. 
Keep your ears perked for future learning opportunities, workshops, and planting 
events. 
 
Let’s dig in and grow together. 
If  you want to volunteer for any of  the above-mentioned activities, please contact 
me at 757-513-2842 (text is best) or email: rachel.eiland@outlook.com. 
 
Thank you for all your support! 
Rachel Eiland 
Master Gardener (Guadalupe) 
Ron Pedde Memorial Community Garden Coordinator 
 
“A Garden is not a place; it’s a journey!” 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rachel.eiland@outlook.com
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Volunteer Opportunities 
Please check with the listed point of contact before showing up.  Times and days may 
change at any time due to a number of reasons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                      

 

Mondays 

Marion Veterans Community   
Garden   

100 W Huebinger St. in Marion 

8:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 

  This is an open park and always 
needs weeds pulled.  Once you know 
what needs to be done, you would be 
able  to work any time or day that is 

convenient for your schedule 

Contact Carol Suchan  

210-870-4880 or email  

ladywithdonkey@yahoo.com  

or Anne Ottenad  

210-860-3636 or email 
Ron.anne.ottenad@Gmail.com. 

Wednesdays 
MG Office/Library/Seed Exchange 

210 E. Live Oak,  AgriLife Bldg, Seguin  

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

Volunteers are always needed 

 Contact Ernestine Sykes  

 210-544-0756 or email 

 ejackson.sykes@gmail.com   

 The office number is 830-379-1972.  

Mondays & Wednesdays 

Ron Pedde Community Garden 

1017 Town Creek Road, Cibolo 

8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 

Contact Rachel Eiland 
 

Text 757-513-2842  or email 
 

rachel.eiland@outlook.com 

 
 
 

 

mailto:ladywithdonkey@yahoo.com
mailto:Ron.anne.ottenad@Gmail.com
mailto:ejackson.sykes@gmail.com
mailto:rachel.eiland@outlook.com
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Volunteer Opportunities 

 
Tuesdays & Thursdays   

& possibly other days 

Gutierrez Park 1231 Borgfeld Rd, 

Schertz 

Contact Maria Dykes 

210-792-1603 or email                                        
Mariaq75@gmail.com.   

Tuesdays & Fridays 

Guadalupe County               

Demonstration Garden 

1101 Elbel Road, Schertz                       

(behind the County Annex Building) 

  8:00 a.m.-11.00. a.m. 

Contact Ann Odvody  

210-994-9664 or Email 

odvodyd@swbell.net  

(Always in need of help.) 

 

Fridays 

Big Red Barn Gardens 

390 Cordova Road, Seguin 

7:30 a.m. for the summer hours  

8:15 a.m. for the winter hours.  

Contact Janice Knobles  

210-275-4402 or email   

jmknobles@yahoo.com 

Wednesday 
St Andrew’s Community Garden 

The corner of Nolte & Crocket St. 

9:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.  

Weeding, planting and edging and 
whatever else needs to be done 

Contact Ernestine Sykes  

210-544-0756 or email 

ejackson.sykes@gmail.com or  

mailto:carolinemoody58@gmail.com
mailto:odvodyd@swbell.net
mailto:jmknobles@yahoo.com
mailto:ejackson.sykes@gmail.com


37 

  

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, Texas A&M University system, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts 
Cooperating provides equal opportunities in its programs and em-
ployment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, na-
tional origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sex-
ual orientation, or gender identity. Persons with disabilities needing 
accommodations for effective participation in the program should 
contact the County  Extension Office at least one week prior to the 
program or event to request mobility, hearing, visual or other assis-
tance. The information given herein is for educational purposes only. 
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorse-
ment by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is implied.   
 
Melinda J Lucas, Editor  
MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org , or                           
https://gcmgtx.org/   830-379-1972 Ext 210 

Guadalupe County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension  http://guadalupe.agrilife.org/ 830-379-1972 

Texas Master Gardeners http://txmg.org     

GCMG Officers & Board of Directors 2025 

Kay McElveen-President 

April Rippel-President Elect 

Pam Younger-Vice President 

Kathleen Smith-Secretary 

Frank Rippel-Treasurer 

Ingrid Wilgen-Communications Director 

Janice Jadwin-Publicity Director 

David Koepp-Membership Director 

Karen Koepp-Education Director 

Paul Carter - Lead Class Coordinator 

Pam Malone-Volunteer Director 

Travis Franke -AgriLife Agent MG Coordinator  

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc. 

210 East Live Oak St. 

Seguin, TX 78155 

mailto:MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com
https://gcmgtx.org/
http://guadalupe.agrilife.org/
http://txmg.org
https://gcmgtx.org/
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Newsletter Staff 

Editor - Melinda J Lucas 

Proofreaders-  David Koepp, Heidi Brown, &  

Kat  Medeiros-Oropeza  

REMINDER 

 

If anyone needs a card from 

the organization for an illness 

or a loss of a family member, 

send an email 

to: GCMGTX@gmail.com.   

Texas Master Gardener Association Directors 

Two Year Term (2024-2025) April Rippel, Alternate – Tim Steele 

One Year Term (2025) David Koepp,  Alternate – Robin Rieder 

Speakers Bureau  Team– Karen Koepp (P.O.C.), Karen Brkich 

Plant Sales - Paul Carter and Tim Steele 

Ask A Master Gardener Booth - Mac Mullins 

Guadalupe Co. Demonstration Garden - Dale & Ann Odvody 

Master Gardener Office/Library/Seed Exchange - Ernestine Sykes, David & Karen Koepp  

Refreshment Coordinator - Karen Carrell  

Kingsbury Fall Festival - Sharon Cooper 

Grow Team Lead - Pam Malone 

Big Red Barn - Janice Knobles 

4th of July Parade - Angela Chason 

Yule Fest - April Rippel 

Tech Team Lead - Paul Prince 

2025 County Fair - Kathleen Smith & April Rippel 

Facebook Administrator - Kathy Adams 

Christmas Tree Decorating - Kayla Murray & Ernestine Sykes 

Newsletter Editor - Melinda J Lucas 

Web Content Masters - Frank K. Rippel & David Koepp 

Gutierrez Garden Park - Caroline Moody 

GCMG Class Coordinator – Tim Steele, Paul Carter, and  April Rippel 

(For a complete list please visit: https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/about/officers-
members-in-service/) 

Members in Service 

mailto:GCMGTX@gmail.com
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/about/officers-members-in-service/
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/about/officers-members-in-service/

