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Where can you plug in?  

 

 

• July 4th Parade 

• You can be a Wandering Gardener!  If you have      

visited any beautiful garden areas and have a few 

photos, we’d love to hear about your adventure.  You 
get volunteer hours and we get to learn about some-

where new.  See the Wandering Gardener page for 

more information. 

• Seed Exchange! Come and check it out and leave 

with volunteer hours and or seeds! 

• Grow Teams starting for the fall. 

• Still in need volunteers  to film classes and meetings. 

(This is not a long term commitment, just when you 

are available) 
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Letter from the President 
 

 

Fellow Master Gardeners 

I’m writing this on the summer solstice. That means that spring is officially over and 
summer is here! It’s been a really good spring. Most of us received rain in June that 
has helped our gardens flourish. In fact, some are having to find homes for the pro-

duce, a good problem to have. I just took almost 200 pounds of vegetables from the 

Big Red Barn garden to the Christian Cupboard food pantry. It’s much appreciated! 

I remember when I moved to south central Texas eleven years ago and joined Master 

Gardeners, someone told me that this area has three growing seasons and summer 

is NOT one of them. While that is not entirely true, we are entering the time of year 

that is challenging in terms of growing things. As you work on your various projects, 

please know that your sweat equity in keeping things going is truly valued. 

By the time you read this we will have had our summer social. I’m truly looking        
forward to seeing all of you, especially Class 40 graduates. Every time we finish a 

Master Gardener class I think – we really have special people who have chosen to 

learn with us. For those in Class 40 who graduated AND certified, congratulations. 

For those who will be working on their certification in the coming months, have we 

got work for you! 

The other upcoming event, besides the social, that I’m looking forward to is the 4th of 

July parade. We once again have a Master Gardener float. The float team is working 

really hard and I won’t be surprised if we don’t win first prize again. Thank you for all 
of your hard work and creativity! 

As we move from Spring to Summer, we continue in our efforts to fulfill our mission. 

And we are truly lucky to have a wonderful group of people to work with while doing 

so! Happy Summer and 4th of July. 

Kay McElveen 

President, GCMG 
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Membership Corner 
  Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 

Membership Director Report 
Month Ending May 31, 2025 

Prepared by Dr. Bjorn Johnson, Membership Director 
(If  you have any questions or concerns regarding page 3-4 please contact 

Dr. Bjorn Johnson at  Dr.Bjorn.Johnson@protonmail.com) 

 
Executive Summary 

We received three transfer members from Wilson County. Name tags for certifying         
Interns have been ordered and expect them in the next week. Congratulations to our  
newly certified members of Class 40! 

Roster Totals 

Certified     Intern     Honorary     LOA     Emeritus 
    141             43                    0              4              3 

Members Background Checks Expiring in August 

 

100 Hour Club 

 

 

Julie Anne Taylor 

Sarah Rose Puckett 

Roblyn Elizabeth Mabry 

Joyce Louise Fox 

Claire Elaine Huebinger 

BURTON, RODNEY 105.0 

CARTER, PAUL 166.0 

HENRY, BETH 117.0 

JOHNSON, BJORN 101.0 

KNEUPPER, RUTHIE 105.25 

KNOBLES, JANICE 103.45 

KOEPP, DAVID 201.75 

LUCAS, MELINDA 244.0 

MALONE, PAM 308.75 

MCELVEEN, KAY 184.5 

NODINE, WILLIAM 162.0 

ODVODY, ANN 100.5 

ODVODY, DALE 304.5 

PRINCE, PAUL 172.5 

PUCKETT, SARAH 155.0 

RIPPEL, APRIL 495.75 

RIPPEL, FRANK 141.0 

SMITH, BETH 195.25 

SMITH, BRENDA 202.0 

SMITH, KATHLEEN 102.0 

STEELE, TIM 296.25 

SYKES, ERNESTINE 131.1 

YOUNGER, PAM 260.0 

mailto:Dr.Bjorn.Johnson@protonmail.com
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Membership Corner 
  Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 

Membership Director Report 
Month Ending May 31, 2025 

Prepared by Dr. Bjorn Johnson, Membership Director 
(If  you have any questions or concerns regarding page 3-4 please contact 

Dr. Bjorn Johnson at  Dr.Bjorn.Johnson@protonmail.com) 

 

Monthly 5+ Volunteer Hours 

 

 

ADAMS, KATHY 6.5 

ALTHAUSER, DOROTHEA 7.0 

ALTHAUSER, MARCEL 21.0 

BRKICH, KAREN 14.0 

BURRIS, WELTA 8.0 

BURTON, RODNEY 26.75 

CARRELL, KAREN 5.0 

CARRILLO, BREA 9.95 

CARROLL, KATHY 5.5 

CARTER, PAUL 12.0 

CHASON, ANGELA 23.05 

COCKERELL, ALAN 24.5 

COOPER, SHARON 5.0 

COVER, KAY 16.0 

DE JESUS, SANDRA 6.0 

DYKES, MARIA 25.0 

EILAND, RACHEL 9.5 

FISHER, DAVID 6.0 

FORSYTH, LISA 39.0 

FRIESENHAHN, JOYCE 5.0 

GEINZER, REBECCA 14.0 

GRIFFIS, JUDY 8.0 

HARD, DIANA 7.0 

HARMON, DOMINIQUE 20.0 

HEIM, PEGGY 9.0 

HENRY, BETH 26.5 

HUEBINGER, CLAIRE 6.25 

KNEUPPER, RUTHIE 46.5 

KNOBLES, JANICE 20.5 

KOEPP, DAVID 34.5 

KOEPP, KAREN 19.5 

LUCAS, MELINDA 24.5 

MALONE, PAM 36.0 

MARTINEZ, DIANA 8.0 

MCELVEEN, KAY 29.0 

MEDEIROS-OROPEZA, KATHERINE 7.0 

MOODY, CAROLINE 8.5 

ODVODY, ANN 22.5 

ODVODY, DALE 53.0 

OTTENAD, ANNE 25.0 

PADGETT, ANNETTE 15.0 

PATTON, BARBARA 17.0 

PHELPS, CLAYTON 10.5 

PRINCE, PAUL 22.5 

PUCKETT, SARAH 25.0 

RIPPEL, APRIL 25.0 

RIPPEL, FRANK 24.0 

SAULS, CASEY 15.0 

SHELF ORLANDI, MARCIA 6.0 

SIMS, JUDY 7.5 

SMITH, BETH 36.25 

SMITH, BRENDA 29.25 

SMITH, KATHLEEN 20.0 

STEELE, TIM 31.75 

SYKES, ERNESTINE 24.5 

TREMAINE BLACK, SANDY 5.5 

YOUNGER, PAM 39.0 

mailto:Dr.Bjorn.Johnson@protonmail.com
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Membership Corner 

Summer Social 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos provided by  

Melinda Lucas 
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Membership Corner 

Summer Social 

Master Gardener(s) of  the Season 

April and Frank Rippel 
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Membership Corner 

Summer Social 

 

Congratulations to all of  the graduates 

and new certified Guadalupe County 

Master Gardeners from class 40!! 
 

 

Unfortunately there are too many pictures to post, but if                    

you  would like a  picture of  yourself  receiving your                            

certificate emailed to you,  please contact Melinda J Lucas                

at MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com  or Ingrid Wilgens at                  

wilgeningrid@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com
mailto:wilgeningrid@gmail.com
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Membership Corner 

The Big Red Barn 

 
In Memory of - Margaret (Peggy) Haynes Knobles of Stockdale, 1923-2025 

Mr. Wilfred Bartoskewitz of the Big Red Barn has made a $100 donation to 

the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners in memory of Janice Knobles' 

recently deceased mother-in-law. As most of you know Janice is the POC 

for the demonstration garden the Master Gardeners maintain at the Big 

Red Barn. 

 

 

 

Work Days at the Big Red Barn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos provided 

by  Pam Malone 

Beth Henry, Lisa               

McCorquodale and Tim Steele 

Beth Henry and Lisa        

McCorquodale 

Brenda Dominguez and   
Angela Chason 

Brenda Dominquez      

gardening with her son 



9 

Membership Corner 

Needs for Guadalupe County Fair 
 

It is that time of the year again!  Here is a great opportunity to clean out your craft 

closet and help children enjoy the Master Gardener booth at the County Fair.  Please 

collect and donate the following items  between now and the end of September: 

 

•Colored construction or copy paper 

•Small 2 to 3 inch (clean) clay pots 

•Assorted acrylic paints  

•Colored Markers 

•Oui Yogurt jars 

•Colored ribbon 

•Craft Sticks 

•Decorative Rocks or Glass pebbles 

•Small stickers for decorating 

 
Please bring to the AgriLife building and 

place under the table inside the front 

door.  If you have any questions please 

contact Pam Malone at 830-534-2111 or      

ptmalone@live.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ptmalone@live.com
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Monthly Meeting 
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Ask the Master Gardeners 

Q: Some of the vincas in the Seguin library planters seem to be trailing instead of upright. Is this 
something new? 
 
A: This is new to me but I suspect I just have not been paying much attention. It turns out that there 
are many series of annual vinca or Madagascar periwinkle available (Catharanthus roseus is the 
Latin name). Most of the local plants available are Cora which includes both trailing and upright   
varieties. Cora is also known for disease resistance.  Other annual vinca varieties are Soiree Kawaii 
(smaller flowers), Valiant (large plants with extra-large flowers), and Vitesse, which is easy to grow 
and maintain. In fact, all of these annual vinca seem to be easy to grow and maintain in our area in 
the summer as long as they are watered. They continue flowering until freezing weather hits         
Seguin. 
 
I find it interesting that the Madagascar periwinkle is on the California Watch list for invasive       
species. Their description includes the fact that the plant favors dunes, grasslands, and scrub and 
chaparral habitat. It spreads via seeds which are dispersed by ants, water, wind, and dumped     
garden waste. In fact, if you look carefully, under some of the library shrubs are baby vinca blown 
from seeds from last year’s plants. 
 
Q: My cherry tomato still looks good and is blooming but doesn’t seem to be setting fruit. Why? 
 
A: Many things such as temperature, light, humidity, or poor nutrition can result in inadequate      
pollination. This time of year it is high night-time temperature and high humidity.  Aggie-
Horticulturist Joe Masabni says that bloom drop, poor fruit set and deformed fruit is induced by 
high temperature and aggravated by high relative humidity. 
 
Actually, late July is when many people start planting their fall garden. Spring-planted  tomatoes 
can be cut back in late summer or early fall so that they will grow and continue fruit production. 
However, Masabni warns us, the plants must be healthy and have no insect problems. Don’t remove 
too much foliage since the plants can be burned. Add  additional fertilizer and water. (You are  
probably better off to just plant new plants although I have had good luck with this.) 
 
Q: What are some of the nectar plants that I can have available for Monarchs? 
 
A: Many butterfly nectar plants do well here. Some include Aster, Blue mistflower,  Asclepias,     
Gayfeather, Gaillardia, Lantana, Mexican mint marigold, Passionflower vine, many different Salvias 
(autumn sage, blue sage, indigo spires, scarlet sage, Mexican bush sage), Turk’s cap, Verbena, and 
Zinnia. 
 
FYI: Water is very important this time of year. Remember to keep your birdbaths filled and clean 
(and keep an eye out for mosquito larvae). Pot plants dry out quite fast and may need to be watered 
daily depending on the size of the pot. 

Clara Mae Marcotte and Ernestine Sykes are the Ask A Master Gardener GCMGs with 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension. If you have a Gardening question, please feel free to text 
or email the Master Gardeners: Text: 210-544-0756 or email: GCMGTX@gmail.com 

mailto:GCMGTX@gmail.com
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GCMG FACEBOOK COMMUNITY 
By Kat Adams  
 
We added 18 new members.  Welcome all.  
They want to learn about Electoculture in the garden, growing berries and watering plants. 
 
Top posts were from Sandra James Galnarneau, Janice Herbrand Jadwin,         Stephanie 
Stephens, and Eddie Stroud. 
Thank you all who contributed. 
 
What to plant and grow in July: 
Okra, Eggplant, Greens, Mustard, Southern Peas, Tomato, Sweet Corn, Green Beans, and 
Onions 
 
There were questions about Electoculture in the garden.  This is what I found to get you 
started.  I am doing more research and will update you with more information at a later date. 
Electoculture is a lost farming technique (practice) to increase yields using certain materi-
als to harvest the Earth's atmospheric energy.  Electoculture was presented by Abbe Nollett 
in 1749, Justin Christofleau in the 1920's and Viktor Schauberger in the 1940's.  
  
This energy is always present and all around us; it is also known as Chi, Prana, Life Force, 
and Aether. The garden needs the sun, the clouds, the rain, the nitrogen in the air and the 
ability to harness atmospheric energy.  Atmospheric antennae can be created from wood, 
copper, zinc and brass.  It is said that adding atmospheric antennae to your garden, soil, or 
farm will amplify your yields, combat frost, excessive heat, reduce irrigation, reduce pests 
and increase the magnetism of  the soil leading to more nutrients. 
 
To make atmospheric antennae use wood dowels or a piece of  wood from your back-
yard.  The taller you make the antenna the larger the plant will grow. 
 
Wrap the wood dowel with copper wiring making a Fibonacci Spiral or vortex up in the air 
facing magnetic North. 
 
The antenna harvests the energy of  the Earth through the series of  vibration and frequency 
such as rain, wind, and temperature fluctuations. 
 
These antenna can lead to stronger plants and more moisture for the soil and reduced pest 
infestations. 
 
Electoculture can also work on indoor plants and potted plants. 
 
Thank you again to all who post.  Please continue to post photos of  your gardens, garden 
hacks and questions. 
 
We all learn from each other. 
Take care and enjoy your gardens. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/148498042257252/


13 

The Wandering Gardeners 
Honey Island Swamp 

Slidell, LA 

By: Nicole Ellis 

  
     Being born and raised in Central Texas, I had some precon-
ceived notions about the swamps of Louisiana, based largely on 
(I’m not proud to admit) the animated Disney movie The Rescuers 
and the more recent television show, Swamp People. These pop 
culture     portrayals left me with the      notion that swamps were 
smelly, muddy, and filled with alligators and mosquitos.  When we 
were heading to the New Orleans area for a family vacation this 
past April, my husband insisted on taking a swamp nature tour 
with our four children.  Sighing, I found a non-airboat tour so we 
could see the wildlife I was sure wasn’t there and packed all the 
mosquito repellant I could get my hands on, convinced we’d be 
eaten alive by mosquitoes while trapped on a boat in a smelly 
swamp. Imagine my surprise and delight when a tour of Honey 
Island Swamp proved every preconceived      notion I had about 
the swamp ecosystem utterly wrong.  

     Honey Island Swamp is quite unique, being the only largely un-
altered river swamp in all of the country.  Located outside of New 
Orleans near Slidell, the Honey Island Swamp area is mostly a nature preserve and wildlife 
sanctuary, over 70,000 acres of pristine, peaceful swamp filled with a greater diversity of flora 
and fauna than I could have ever imagined. We boarded our boat on the West Pearl River and 
headed for Honey Island swamp early in the morning.  I was fascinated by the presence of the 
largest poison ivy vines and leaves I had ever seen before we ever even got on the boat - each 
poison ivy leaf was around 6 inches long, so huge I didn’t even recognize it as poison ivy at 
first!!  Plump native dewberries covered the ground underneath the poison ivy vines crawling 
through Chinese tallow and other types of trees.  Continuing into the actual nature preserve, 
we spotted chains of Spanish moss that were over 20 feet long.  Our extremely knowledgeable 

guide pointed out that the Spanish moss is 
actually an air plant and as such gathers 
its nutrients from the air, not from the 
trees it grows on.  The prolific moss lent a 
magical air to our tour, as we continued 
deeper into the swamp and began seeing 
more and more different types of plants.  
Alligator weed and common water hya-
cinth combined with water lilies with yel-
low and white blossoms and provided hid-
ing places for the juvenile alligators that 
did seem to be everywhere.  In areas 
where the water was not quite as deep, 
giant blue irises grew in thick stands with 
purple blossoms the size of softballs.   
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The Wandering Gardeners 
  

     Interestingly, elephant ears are       
extremely prolific in Honey Island 
Swamp, and while being largely disliked 
by plant enthusiasts in our area for their 
invasive nature along our creeks and 
rivers, the locals are actually grateful 
for the elephant ears’ ability to anchor 
the loose swamp soil and prevent       
erosion during floods and hurricanes.    
It was eye-opening to hear another       
perspective for what I’ve always consid-
ered a beautiful, but invasive, plant. 
There were countless ferns observed on 
our tour, and the lovely lance leaf arrow-
head, which was not in bloom during our 
visit. Pockets of giant cutgrass provided hiding places for a large variety of birds 
and many small animals, including adorable packs of raccoons that hopped 
amongst the cypress roots and grasses in hopes of receiving a treat (they didn’t). 
And everywhere, absolutely everywhere, were the stars of the Honey Island Swamp 
- enormous,  towering bald cypress trees - many of them hundreds of years old, 
having escaped the fevered logging eras from the 1700s to the 1950s that cost 
more accessible swamps nearly all of the old growth cypress trees.  River levels 
fluctuate so much in the Pearl River Basin that houses the Honey Island Swamp that 
most of the area is impassable for much of the year - there is little to no dry ground 

for months at a time, which has saved this area 
from the exploitation of natural resources that so 
many other swamps have suffered, and also 
eliminates the ideal breeding conditions for   
mosquitos.  And   finally, the reason it is called 
Honey Island Swamp?  The island in the center of 
the swamp with extremely limited access that is 
home to thousands of natural beehives that    
produce swamp honey from the flowering plants 
found in the area. Should you find yourself in the 
area, you simply must take a tour of the magical 
and tranquil Honey Island Swamp.  This gardener 
is sure glad she got on that boat in April to expe-
rience for myself the amazing ecosystem and 
thriving plants, with not a mosquito in sight.  

 
 

If you would like to have your wandering gardener experience 
published, please email your   favorite 7 pictures and 3 short   
paragraphs to  Melinda Lucas at MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com  

mailto:MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com
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NPSOT 

 

The Guadalupe Chapter of  the Native Plant Society 
monthly meeting: 

 
 

There are no meetings 
for July or August. 

 
Check back in August for  
the September meeting                

information. 
 

Have a blessed Summer and 
stay hydrated 
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Continuing Education 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service - Serving Texas’ Needs 

 

EducaƟon Director Report 

June 8, 2025 
 

Brenda Smith                                              
 2025 GCMG, EducaƟon Director 

       EducaƟon Hours Snapshot of June 8 - 135 CerƟĮed Members 

 

26% have “0” hours – 35 Members  
11% have "1-2.25” hours – 15 Members  

16% have "2.5-5.75” hours – 22 Members  
26% have "6-9.75” hours – 35 Members  

21% have “10+” hours – 28 Members   

 
 

 

 

 

There are no Lunch and Learns for the month of  July 

If  you need hours and want to stay out of  the heat, 

Please visit the VMS website and take advantage of  the online 

continuing education links 

 

 

 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. The Texas A&M University sys-
tem, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts CooperaƟng. Persons with disabiliƟes need-
ing accommodaƟons for eīecƟve parƟcipaƟon in the program 
should contact the County Extension Oĸce at least one week prior 
to the program or event to request mobility, hearing, visual or other 
assistance.  
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Continuing Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. The Texas A&M University sys-
tem, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts CooperaƟng. Persons with disabiliƟes need-
ing accommodaƟons for eīecƟve parƟcipaƟon in the program should contact the County Extension Oĸce at least one 
week prior to the program or event to request mobility, hearing, 
visual or other assistance.  
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Continuing Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. The Texas A&M University sys-
tem, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts CooperaƟng. Persons with disabiliƟes need-
ing accommodaƟons for eīecƟve parƟcipaƟon in the program should contact the County Extension Oĸce at least one 
week prior to the program or event to request mobility, hearing, 
visual or other assistance.  
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Continuing Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. The Texas A&M University sys-
tem, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts CooperaƟng. Persons with disabiliƟes need-
ing accommodaƟons for eīecƟve parƟcipaƟon in the program should contact the County Extension Oĸce at least one 
week prior to the program or event to request mobility, hearing, 
visual or other assistance.  
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Continuing Education 
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Continuing Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Bird Registration Fees until July 3, 2025 
$185 General Admission $160 for Texas MG's   

Regular Registration Fees  $210 

 General Admission $185 for Texas MG's  

 

RegistraƟon closes August 15, 2025 

And is open only to the Įrst 200 registrants 

https://www.imgc2025.com/registration/ 

 

https://www.imgc2025.com/registration/
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Continuing Education 
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Continuing Education 

Please check out the following websites for Continuing Education opportunities: 

 

• Garden Style San Antonio, TX  https://www.gardenstylesanantonio.com/events-calendar/ 

• Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, Austin TX  https://www.wildflower.org/events/ 

• Plant Party 9: Planting a Seed  worth 1.5 hrs  https://youtu.be/DFi7_JZUzoY 

• The Natural Gardener, 8646 Old Bee Caves Rd, Austin, TX  https://tngaustin.com/classes/ 

• San Antonio Botanical Gardens, San Antonio, TX   https://www.sabot.org/calendar/ 

• Rainbow Gardens, San Antonio, TX   https://www.rainbowgardens.biz/events/ 

• Green Jays Garden Center, 100 Elm Grove Rd, Seguin, TX https://www.greenjaygardens.com/

basic-01 (please check website for classes and details). 

• Bexar County Master Gardeners, San Antonio, TX  https://bexarmg.org/events/ 

• Plant Party #18 recording of the “Spring Green Up” Plant Party Webinar (~1 hr 18 min) can be 
accessed at  https://youtu.be/ziSx-LJjaqo?si=qD_OLTJs-8yx_VP- 
Find ALL Plant Party recordings and future events posted at: 
https://southtexasrangelands.tamu.edu/plant-party/ 

Extension programs educate Texans in the areas of agriculture, environmental    stew-
ardship, health and wellness, youth and adult life skills, human capital and leadership, 
and community economic development and offers the knowledge resources of the land
-grant university system to educate Guadalupe County residents for self-improvement, 
individual action and community problem solving. Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is a 
statewide educational agency and a member of the Texas A&M University System 
(TAMUS), linked in a unique partnership with the nationwide Cooperative Extension 
System and Texas county governments. The following videos are for your viewing and 
completion of CE Hours. 

Home Garden Series: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?

list=PLjqPKX68x1S5BK_6TGl_LYIe3_XUiPjzz 

Horticulture & Gardening Webinar Series with David Rodriguez: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S4J6Urb7-JiyXOCT7Mhtats 

Entomology Webinar Series with Molly Keck: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S50uWVbqYzV3k2nfmxeA_9g 

 

 

 

https://www.gardenstylesanantonio.com/events-calendar/
https://www.wildflower.org/events/month
https://youtu.be/DFi7_JZUzoY
https://tngaustin.com/classes/
https://www.sabot.org/calendar/
https://www.rainbowgardens.biz/events/
https://www.greenjaygardens.com/basic-01
https://www.greenjaygardens.com/basic-01
https://bexarmg.org/events/
https://youtu.be/ziSx-LJjaqo?si=qD_OLTJs-8yx_VP-
https://southtexasrangelands.tamu.edu/plant-party/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S5BK_6TGl_LYIe3_XUiPjzz
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S5BK_6TGl_LYIe3_XUiPjzz
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S4J6Urb7-JiyXOCT7Mhtats
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S50uWVbqYzV3k2nfmxeA_9g
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Special Volunteer Opportunities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seed Exchange update for August 2025 

Can you believe that we are only a few weeks away from getting our fall plants 

and gardens going?  Most of us look forward to Fall gardening more than Spring 

gardening because we usually (not always) get more cooler weather in the Fall 

than we do in the short Spring.  Hopefully that will be true of the upcoming Fall. 

The following  page contains a list of seeds that are available at the seed ex-

change in the Master Gardeners Office. Please come up and take advantage of 

the free seeds that are available on Wednesdays from 2-4 PM.  If those hours 

don’t work for you due to work or other commitments please reach out to one of 
the POC’s.  They will be glad to help if you have questions or need access at    
other days and times.  

The year is half over and if you are short on volunteer hours we can help with that 

too.  There is something available for everyone.  

Looking forward to seeing you soon! 

POCs:  David & Karen Koepp – dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com, 
kkoeppnb@gmail.com , or call/text 210-263-3624,   

Ernestine Sykes – ejackson.sykes@gmail.com or text 210-544-0756 

mailto:dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com
mailto:kkoeppnb@gmail.com
mailto:ejackson.sykes@gmail.com
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Volunteer Opportunities 
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Volunteer Opportunities 
Craft Days for Fall and Winter Plant Sales 

Beginning in August, we will be starting Craft Days once again.  To make sure I’m 
prepared for the number of people participating, I will be using SignUp Genius for 

each day of scheduled craft days.  These activities are planned so those of you who 

are having difficulty working outside during the heat can still earn volunteer hours.  

And if you are recovering from an injury or illness, these days are scheduled for you 

as well.  We will be making a variety of things.  We will paint pots once again.  The 

painted pots were a sell out during our spring plant sales.  We will also be   making 

refrigerator magnets that have a garden theme.  Lots of rocks will get  painted as 

we make pieces for the wooden tic-tac-toe boards with the help of Pam Malone.  

Our President, Kay McElveen brought me a great idea for wooden stem holders 

that could also be used for sprouting.  Wooden plant tags will be a new    activity for 

the fall.  Even though it is not an actual craft, we will be packing seed packets for 

the Schertz and Seguin libraries as well. 

You need no prior experience to participate in Craft Days.  I will have all the          

materials needed to accomplish each craft activity.  You just need to sign up and 

come have some fun.  We will have snacks, music and good people to help you try 

something new.  I will be offering some evening and weekend opportunities for 

those who work during the week but would enjoy participating.  Be on the lookout 

for the SignUp Genius links starting in July. 

First Friday at the Red Barn 

August 1, 2025 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners will be serving guests and providing          
desserts for the August 1 First Friday Lion’s Club Dinner at the Red Barn (Texas       
Agricultural Education and Heritage Center).  Your Board of Directors will be   
serving that night, and we are asking you to provide a dessert for the event.  The 
usual attendance is 250 people, so we need lots of sweet treats to please those  
attending.  So, think of your favorite pie, cake, cookies, brownies, or puddings to 
make and share on August 1.  Our organization will be receiving a donation of $500 
or more, depending on attendance. 

The Lion’s Club of Geronimo puts on this event each month, choosing a local     
nonprofit to benefit from each event.  Put August 1 on your calendar and join us.  
They serve a choice of steak or fish, a baked potato, salad, dessert (especially   
delicious in August), and a choice of a glass of wine or beer for those that enjoy 
these beverages. 

Desserts will need to be delivered to the Red Barn no later than 4:30 on August 1.   
I will be there to meet you and collect your dessert.  If you are coming for dinner, 
please make sure your dessert has been given to a board member by 5:00. We look 
forward to seeing you at the Red Barn on August 1.   
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GCMG APPROVED GARDENS, PARKS AND PROJECTS FOR 2025 

Gardens and Parks 

 
1. Big Red Barn Garden 

390 Cordova Rd., Seguin, TX 

POC: Janice Knobles, jmknobles@yahoo.com  

Text: 210-275-4402 

Volunteer Day: Fridays 07:30 a.m. Summer 08:15 a.m. 

Winter 
 

2. Christian Cupboard Garden 

516 N. Camp, Seguin, TX 

POC: Kay McElveen hkaymcelveen@gmail.com 

Phone: (479)790-2933 

Volunteers work on their own schedule. 
 

3. Guadalupe County Demonstration Garden 

1101 Elbel St., Schertz, TX 

POC: Ann Odvody odvodyd@swbell.net 

Phone (210) 665-3866 

Volunteer Day: Tues or Fri 8-1100 a.m. 
 

4. Gutierrez Garden Park 

1231 Borgfeld Rd., Schertz, TX 

POC: Maria Dykes mariaq75@gmail.com 

Phone: (210) 792-1603 

Volunteer days: 1st, 3rd, and 5th Saturday 

Call during the week for work hour 
 

5. Irma Lewis Outdoor Learning Center 

1865 East Hwy 90, Seguin, TX  

POC: Wendy Salazar fredandwendy@yahoo.com 

Phone: (210) 483-3717 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
  

6. La Vernia Primary School Gardens 

249 FM 1346 S., La Vernia TX 

POCs: Kay Cover doncover6969@yahoo.com 

Colleen Collier colleen1631@gmail.com 

Volunteer Days: Contact the POCs 
 

7. Marion Veteran’s Memorial Park 

100 W. Huebinger St., Marion, TX 

POCs: Carol Suchan ladywithdonkey@yahoo.com 

Text: 210-870-4880 

Anne Ottenad ron.anne.ottenad@gmail.com  

Volunteer Day: Mondays 8-10 a.m. 
 

8. Mill Street Community Garden 

1447 West Mill St., New Braunfels, TX 

POCs: Benna Hunter bennahunter@gmail.com; 

Text: 270-860-2246 

Kathleen Smith kathleensmith1214@gmail.com 

Volunteer Day: 2nd Saturday of the month. 
 

9. Park West Pollinator/Waterwise Garden 

600 N. Vaughn St., Seguin, TX 

POC: Liz Romero fleurromero@gmail.com 

Phone: (830) 491-9676 

Monday 8:30-10:30 a.m. & Thursday 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
 

10. Polley Mansion Heritage Garden 

11432 FM 539, La Vernia, TX 

POC: Robin Muschalek forcexxi@yahoo.com 

Keith Muschalek keith.muschalek@gmail.com 

Volunteer Days: Contact POCs 
 

11. St. Andrew’s Park 

Corner of S. Crockett & Nolte St., Seguin, TX 

POC: Ernestine Sykes ejackson.sykes@gmail.com  

Volunteer Days: Wednesday’s 9-11 a.m. 
 

 

 

Other Projects 
 

1. Big Red Barn Kiosk 

390 Cordova Rd., Seguin, TX 

POC: Ernestine Sykes ejackson.sykes@gmail.com  

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

2. Christmas Tree Project (Nov./Dec.)-SEASONAL 

210 E. Live Oak St., (Tree will be on Downtown Square) 

POC: Kayla Murray (830-386-9664) 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

3. GC Fair MG Booth (2nd week/weekend Oct.)-SEASONAL 

950 S. Austin St., Seguin, TX (Fairgrounds Coliseum) 

POC: Beth Smith basmith5518@gmail.com 

Text: (210)727-9890 

Volunteer Days:  Tuesday-Sunday during Fair Week 
 

4.  GCMG Communication Team 

POC: Communications Director: Ingrid Wilgen 

essentiallyingrid@gmail.com Text: 210-214-0787 
 

5. GCMG Independence Day Parade Float-SEASONAL 

POC: Beth Smith basmith5518@gmail.com 

Text: (210)727-9890 

Setup Location / Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

6. GCMG MG Office/Library/Seed Exchange 

210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin 

POC: Ernestine Sykes ejackson.sykes@gmail.com 

David Koepp dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com & Karen Koepp 

kkoeppnb@gmail.com  

Volunteer Days:  Wed.2-4 p.m. 
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GCMG APPROVED GARDENS, PARKS AND PROJECTS FOR 2025 

Other Projects (continued) 
 

7.  GCMG Monthly Meeting-Refreshments 

210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin 

POC: Karen Carrell carrell1708@msn.com 

Volunteer Days: 3rd Thursday each month except June & 

December – Sign up during monthly meeting or contact 

POC for current needs and/or make a donation 

 

8. GCMG Social Events 

Summer POC: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com 

Winter POC: Beth Smith basmith5518@gmail.com 

Text: (210)727-9890 

Volunteer Days: TBD for 2025 
 

9. GC Pumpkin Decorating Contest Booth 

(2nd weekend in Oct.) – Fairgrounds Coliseum 

950 S. Austin St., Seguin, TX  

POC: Pam Younger pamyounger54@gmail.com 
 

10. GCMG Video Team  

POC: Paul Prince phrogtoo@yahoo.com 

Text: 559-259-4317 
 

 

 

Plant Sales & Related Projects 
 

1. GCMG GROW Team 

Location details will be provided by POC 

POC: Pam Malone ptmalone@live.com 

Text (830) 534-2111 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

2. Plant Sales Team  

Sales will be at various GC locations in Spring & Fall 

POCs:  Paul Carter (830) 481-0817 

greenthumbcarter@gmail.com 

Tim Steele (210) 385-2219 tlscowboys@hotmail.com 

Volunteer Days: Will be posted on website and/or 

emailed 

 

3. GCMG MG Information Booth 

Location details will be provided by POC 

POC: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 
 

4.  Kingsbury Fall Festival 

644 Railway St, Kingsbury, Tx 78638 

POC: Sharon Cooper 

Volunteer Day: Contact POC – Event is typically on 1st 

or 2nd Saturday in November 

 

 

5. Pecan Festival – October 25th 2025 

Garden Tour & more @ the Big Red Barn 

Plant Sale Downtown Seguin on the Square 

Big Red Barn POC:  

Plant Sales POCs:  Paul Carter (830) 481-0817 

greenthumbcarter@gmail.com 

Tim Steele (210) 385-2219 tlscowboys@hotmail.com 

 

6. Seeds for Libraries & Craft Opportunities for Plant 

Sales 

210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin 

POC: Beth Smith basmith5518@gmail.com 

Text: (210)727-9890 

Volunteer Days: Contact POC 

 

7. Yulefest (1st Sunday in December) 

950 S. Austin St., Seguin, TX 

POC: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com 

 



29 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Please check with the listed point of contact before showing up.  Times and days may 
change at any time due to a number of reasons. 

Beware of  Snakes 

https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/hunter-

education/online-course/preparation-and-

survival/snakes 

 

 

 

Mondays 

Marion Veterans Community   
Garden   

100 W Huebinger St. in Marion 

8:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 

  This is an open park and always 
needs weeds pulled.  Once you know 
what needs to be done, you would be 
able  to work any time or day that is 

convenient for your schedule 

Contact Carol Suchan  
210-870-4880 or email  

ladywithdonkey@yahoo.com  
or Anne Ottenad  

210-860-3636 or email 
Ron.anne.ottenad@Gmail.com. 

Wednesdays 
MG Office/Library/Seed Exchange 

210 E. Live Oak,  AgriLife Bldg, Seguin  

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

Volunteers are always needed 

 Contact Ernestine Sykes  

 210-544-0756 or email 

 ejackson.sykes@gmail.com   

 The office number is 830-379-1972.  

Mondays 

Park West Pollinator Garden 

600 Block of North Vaughn Ave,          
Seguin. 

8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  

Need help with maintenance of the  
pollinator garden and care of new 
plants.  Bring gardening tools, and 

dress for the weather 

Contact Liz Romero 

fleurromero@gmail.com 

Wednesday 
St Andrew’s Community Garden 

The corner of Nolte & Crocket St. 

9:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.  

Weeding, planting and edging and 
whatever else needs to be done 

Contact Ernestine Sykes  

210-544-0756 or email 

ejackson.sykes@gmail.com or  

https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/hunter-education/online-course/preparation-and-survival/snakes
mailto:ladywithdonkey@yahoo.com
mailto:Ron.anne.ottenad@Gmail.com
mailto:ejackson.sykes@gmail.com
mailto:fleurromero@gmail.com
mailto:ejackson.sykes@gmail.com
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Volunteer Opportunities 

 

 

Tuesdays & Thursdays   

& possibly other days 
Gutierrez Park 1231 Borgfeld Rd, 

Schertz, TX 

  Help needed with watering and      

mulching the a.m.   For more information 

or details 

Contact Maria Dykes 

210-792-1603 or email                                        
Mariaq75@gmail.com.   

Tuesdays & Fridays 

Guadalupe County               

Demonstration Garden 

1101 Elbel Road, Schertz                       

(behind the County Annex Building) 

  8:00 a.m.-11.00. a.m. 

Contact Ann Odvody  

210-994-9664 or Email 

odvodyd@swbell.net  

(Always in need of help.) 

 

Fridays 
Big Red Barn Gardens 

390 Cordova Road, Seguin 

7:30 a.m. for the summer hours  

8:15 a.m. for the winter hours.  

Contact Janice Knobles  

210-275-4402 or email   
jmknobles@yahoo.com 

mailto:carolinemoody58@gmail.com
mailto:odvodyd@swbell.net
mailto:jmknobles@yahoo.com


31 

  

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, Texas A&M University system, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts 
Cooperating provides equal opportunities in its programs and em-
ployment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, na-
tional origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sex-
ual orientation, or gender identity. Persons with disabilities needing 
accommodations for effective participation in the program should 
contact the County  Extension Office at least one week prior to the 
program or event to request mobility, hearing, visual or other assis-
tance. The information given herein is for educational purposes only. 
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorse-
ment by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is implied.   
 
Melinda J Lucas, Editor  
MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners hƩp://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org , or                           
hƩps://gcmgtx.org/   830-379-1972 Ext 210 

Guadalupe County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension  hƩp://guadalupe.agrilife.org/ 830-379-1972 

Texas Master Gardeners hƩp://txmg.org     

GCMG Oĸcers & Board of Directors 2025 

Kay McElveen-President 

Sarah PuckeƩ-Past President 

April Rippel-President Elect 

Pam Younger-Vice President 

Kathleen Smith-Secretary 

Frank Rippel -Treasurer 

Ingrid Wilgen-CommunicaƟons Director. 

Publicity Director- Janice Jadwin  

Bjorn Johnson-Membership Director 

Brenda Smith-EducaƟon Director 

Beth Smith-Volunteer Director 

Travis Franke -AgriLife Agent MG Coordinator  

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc. 

210 East Live Oak St. 

Seguin, TX 78155 

mailto:MelJLucas78218@Gmail.com
https://gcmgtx.org/
http://guadalupe.agrilife.org/
http://txmg.org
https://gcmgtx.org/
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Newsletter Staff 

Editor - Melinda J Lucas 

Proofreaders-  David Koepp, Heidi Brown,      

Kat  Medeiros-Oropeza & Sarah 

Puckett 

REMINDER 

 

If anyone needs a card from 

the organization for an illness 

or a loss of a family member, 

send an email 

to: GCMGTX@gmail.com.   

Texas Master Gardener Association Directors 

Two Year Term (2024-2025) April Rippel, Alternate – Tim Steele 

One Year Term (2025) David Koepp,  Alternate – Robin Rieder 

Speakers Bureau  Team– Brenda Smith (P.O.C.), Karen Brkich 

Plant Sales - Paul Carter and Tim Steele 

Guadalupe Co. Demonstration Garden - Dale & Ann Odvody 

Master Gardener Office/Library/Seed Exchange - Ernestine Sykes, David & Karen Koepp  

Refreshment Coordinator - Karen Carrell  

Kingsbury Fall Festival - Sharon Cooper 

Grow Team Lead - Pam Malone 

Big Red Barn - Janice Knobles 

4th of July Parade-Beth Smith 

Yule Fest - April Rippel 

Tech Team Lead - Paul Prince 

2025 County Fair - Beth Smith 

Facebook Administrator - Kathy Adams 

Christmas Tree Decorating - Kayla Murray    

Newsletter Editor - Melinda J Lucas 

Web Content Masters - Frank K. Rippel & David Koepp 

Gutierrez Garden Park - Caroline Moody 

GCMG Class Coordinator – Tim Steele, Paul Carter, and  April Rippel 

 

Members in Service 

mailto:GCMGTX@gmail.com

