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Letter from the President

Fellow Master Gardeners

As | write this we are “enjoying” what is, | hope, the last bite of winter. I’m sure you
are reading it as we move into spring. Spring is every gardener’s favorite time of
the year. It’s when we get that overwhelming urge to dig in the dirt — and spend
money at the local nursery. There is nothing more satisfying than seeing a plant
that you grew thrive and produce, be it a vegetable or a flower.

You will have lots of opportunities to dig and plant as we get our various gardening
projects out of cleanup and planning and into production. In the process you will
also have the opportunity to meet and interact with the public. One of the joys of
being a Master Gardener is helping other people be successful in their gardening
efforts by answering questions. I’m sure that you have all had friends, neighbors
and perfect strangers (especially if you are wearing anything with the MG logo)
stop and ask questions. This is a wonderful chance to help achieve our mission of
sharing horticultural information. It doesn’t have to be a formal presentation, simp-
ly spending five or 10 minutes talking about our favorite topic will do it!

On a related topic, on March 1 we are having a memorial service for three de-
ceased Master Gardeners, Mark Mullen, Beth Zeis and Mary Bowe, at the South
Texas Pregnancy Center. It will be done by the time you read this newsletter but |
want to thank all of you who attended. We planted three trees with plaques honor-
ing their contributions to our organization and their communities. Working on this
has reminded me to say “thank you” to people while they are still with us.

| want to thank each of you for your contributions to the success of the Guadalupe
County Master Gardeners. Without your efforts we would not be the vibrant
organization we are, making a major contribution to our communities.

So - Thank You! Now, go dig in the dirt!
Kay McElveen
President, GCMG
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Membership Corner

January 2025 Membership Information

Please note that the information on this page always runs behind due to the way hours are calculat-
ed. These numbers are from December because hours can not be tabulated until the first day of the
month. For example: December was tabulated on January 1st and January will be tabulated on
February 1st. This gives everyone time to get their information submitted to VMS.

Recognition winner- Brenda Dominguez

Due to some technical issues (and a
short month) the volunteer hours are
not available at this time, but will be
sent out in an email as soon as they
are available. Thank you for your
patience and understanding.
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To our new Gardener
Emeritus Liz Romero

GEMG FOR LIFE!

Photos compositions
by Ingrid Wilgen
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Roll up your shirt sleeves, Spring Gardening is upon us!

By Sharon Cooper

The sun is out, the air warming up, and the smell of ..... uhhh,
compostis in the air. And so it is at the Big Red Barn. Rick and
Sharon Cooper made a run to the Kitchen Pride Mushroom Farm
and picked up 10 cubic yards of this garden gold and dropped it off
at the Big Red Barn for all our community gardens to use. Kitchen
Pride generously donated the compost for use in our community
gardens. Rodney Burton and Tim Steele were there to help off-load
the compost.

Kitchen Pride is again selling and loading trailers with mushroom
compost. The day before you plan to pick up compost, call and be
sure to request mushrooms for purchase the day of pickup.

The compost is made with wheat straw, Cottonseed meal, cottonseed burrs, poultry litter,
brewers grains, and gypsum. The piles are stirred, turned, heated, and rested all the while de-
veloping thermophilic microbes to metabolize the mix. Check out their website to see the

whole story.

N:P:K (1.06% to 1.8% :0.39% to
0.8% :1.03% to 1.22%)

A big thank you to Kitchen Pride
Mushroom Farms, known as “The
mushroom of Texas”, for the gener-
ous contribution toward the Guada-
lupe Master Gardeners many com-
munity gardens and projects.
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Plant Sales

March 8 — Silver Center
510 E. Court Street, Seguin, TX

March 15 — Texas Agricultural Education and Heritage
Center (The Big Red Barn)
390 Cordova Road., Seguin, TX

March 22 — Silver Center
510 E. Court Street, Seguin, TX

April 5 - Whitehall/Polley Mansion
1143 FM 539, La Vernia, TX

April 26
Earth day Festival and Trade Days — Central Park Downtown
210 S. Austin Street, Seguin, TX

Times for All Sales
9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. Set-up
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Sale
3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Take down

Online plant sale:
https://www.gcmgtx.org/plantsale/index.html
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Class 40 Lecture Synopsis
January: 21st & 28th; February: 4th, 11th and 18th
By: Jessica Leigh Milburn

Greetings from Class 40 Interns of the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners! We are excited to be here
and appreciate all the passionate efforts our speakers, County Extension Agents, and Certified Master
Gardeners instructors and mentors have put into such an educational curriculum for us. While we may
have had a delayed start due to the frosty weather on January 21st, the program has resumed schedule
and presses on with exciting, knowledgeable guest speakers and lectures.

Starting the official first in-person class, retired County Extension Agent Dennis Hale lectured on
January 28th, covering landscape design and lawn care. As with many gardening questions, the answer
typically has a degree of "it depends" to it, as gardening is a multifactorial, ongoing process. Sound
landscape design principles evaluate and plan for color, line, form, texture, and scale, mitigating the
problems of size, light, and water. Landscape designs must begin with a plan — a diagram plotting the
property with its structures and natural areas, vegetation, and other characteristics. Successful land-
scape designs also account for climate, soil, and terrain, evaluating how wind, rainfall, soil condition,
natural sloping, and sun and shade patterns will affect what plants will best succeed in which areas. If
the gardener plans on turf, the species selection that suits their situation will consider what they plan to
use the turf area for, maintenance requirements, and drought and shade tolerance conditions. Different
common turf species, such as St. Augustine grass, Bermudagrass, Buffalograss, and Zoysia, have vary-
ing mowing practices; however, the rule of thumb is to not cut more than one-third the length of the leaf
blade in a single mowing. Fertilization requirements depend on grass species and the soil testing results.
Experts recommend soil testing every three years, and a Routine Analysis report includes pH,
conductivity, the primary macronutrients (nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium), the second macro
nutrients (calcium, magnesium, and sulfur), and sodium. A fertilizer bag will indicate the percentage of
nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium (in that order) by weight on it (ex. 15-5-10 is 15% nitrogen, 5%
phosphorus, and 10% potassium). To determine how many pounds of a nutrient to apply, take the amount
needed in pounds divided by the percentage of the nutrient in the fertilizer. The solution will be the
amount of fertilizer in pounds recommended per 1000 ft2.

Dr. Kevin Eddy (Professor of Biology, Texas Lutheran University) and Master Gardener Marvin Borth
lectured on February 4th on Plant Growth and Development and Safety Practices, respectively. The iden-
tification of over 100,000 additional plant species occurred between 1996 and 2017! While this fact is im-
pressive, identifying new insect species exceeds nearly twice as much! We rely on scientific names over
common names to prevent confusion for regional differences that may duplicate or have differing com-
mon names. The species’ scientific name is unique and universal. The Plant Kingdom includes angio-
sperms, ferns, gymnosperms, and mosses. Mosses are avascular, whereas most plants are vascular,
containing xylem and phloem, which support growth and water and chemical transportation. Ferns are
seedless vascular plants, while gymnosperms (conifers) are "naked seed" plants. Angiosperms are
seeded, vascular flowering plants representing 90% of the Plant Kingdom. Angiosperms consist of two
families — Monocotyledonous (~80) and Dicotyledonous (~320). The differentiation between the two fami-
lies is the number of cotyledons, one versus two (i.e., the first leaf that emerges from the seed embryo
during germination), which provides nutrition for the germinating plant until it can grow through photo-
synthesis and its true leaves. The flowering part of the angiosperm is where sexual reproduction occurs.
The fruit represents a ripened ovary and contains seeds.

Further, understanding and examining the plant’'s organs (roots, stems, and leaves) can help the
gardener identify and classify the plant, determine its suitability, and best eradication measures, if
necessary. Root systems can be fibrous, tap root, or have root hairs, and 95% participate in mycorrhizal
relationships with mutualistic fungi. (Legumes have mutualistic relationships with nitrogen-fixing
bacteria using root nodules.) Stems can be woody or herbaceous and have rhizomes, stolons, or tubers.
Leaves, the primary sites of photosynthesis, can be monocot (parallel), dicot (net-like), or palmate (hand
-like) venation, as well as needles, scales, spines, or tendrils. Leaf morphology differentiation can also
examine leaf shape, arrangement, margins, and arrangement on the stem.
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Marvin stressed the importance of proper personal protective equipment (PPE) - hats, gloves, shoes,
glasses, guards, chaps, masks, and ear protection. One does not necessarily know what is in the soil,
so wearing gloves is advised when working with soil, not just to keep one's hands cleaner, which may
be a newer consideration or recommendation for many gardeners. Like kitchen knives, duller blades
on gardening equipment are less efficient, effective, and more dangerous. Tools require regular sharp-
ening and cleaning for rust prevention. When working on a job site, it is advisable to mark hazards (ex.,
holes, cracks, rocks) that are not immediately fixable by the placement of cones or perhaps an upside-
down chair over the hazard to prevent accidents. When laying a rake down, the tines should face the
dirt, not the sky. Safety measures such as proper ergonomics, hydration/fueling, resting, and staying in
the shade can prevent injuries and heat-related and other medical emergencies.

Bill Swanter from Bexar County Master Gardeners and Kay McElveen from GCMG presented February
11th's Intern lectures. They presented Soil Characteristics and Soil Improvement and Weeds, respec-
tively. Bill highlighted two common problems gardeners experience with soil — it is neither practical to
change a soil's texture nor practical to change a soil's pH. A gardener might be able to change the
structure of their soil by adding compost but not the texture or pH. Gardeners should strive to be "Earth
Kind" and work with the soil they have. Soil components are approximately 50% pore space (water and
air) and 50% soil solids (organic material and varying mineral components of sand, silt, and/or clay). The
physical properties of soil affect what plants will thrive in a region and which ones will struggle or not be
able to survive. Gardeners should consider the texture (sand, silt, and/or clay), structure, depth of soil
to bedrock, amount of organic matter (black soil contains higher amounts of organic matter), drainage
(removal of water), and infiltration rate (how fast water moves through their soil) when planning their
gardens and landscapes. Generally speaking, north of I1-10 has black-colored soil rich in organic matter
from the Blackland Prairie, Montmorillonite clay, and limestone-derived calcium carbonate. South of I-10
soil is reddish-brown due to its iron-rich minerals, alkaline pH, and low organic matter. Bill reviewed the
difference between humus (bugs and leaves) and compost (how we imitate nature) and the best ways to
start compost bins. Cautionary tidbits included not adding worms to compost piles (because the
compost will rise to 160°F and kill them) and not using copy paper for carbon "browns" because they
will not break down ideally. The ideal carbon-nitrogen ratio is 30:1. If the compost smells, it has too
much nitrogen; if the compost pile is not breaking down, it has too much carbon.

Additionally, there is too much carbon if the compost pile is "room" temperature. A "finished" compost
pile is approximately 1/3 the original size, outdoor temperature, "parent material" is not discernible, has
a fine texture, and has earthworms. Different types of compost include plant-based, manure-based, and
biosolids (human waste). It is important to note that science does not prove that antibiotics that may be
present in biosolids will affect plants.

Kay filled in discussing weed biology and ecology with the definition of a weed. "...Weeds are plants
that interfere with the growth of desirable plants and that are unusually persistent and pernicious. They
negatively impact human activities and as such are undesirable” (Applied Weed Science 1999). Weeds
are directly competing with desirable plants for resources — water, light, and nutrients. Some weeds
even utilize chemical inhibitors (toxins) to gain competitive advantages over other plants. To be effec-
tive in weed abatement strategies, a gardener must consider the weed's biological, structural, and life
cycle characteristics. More importantly, the gardener must first accurately identify what the weed is.
The decision to use cultural, mechanical, and/or chemical methods (herbicides) for weed control and
elimination needs to distinguish the target weed species versus the presence of desirable plant species.
This thoughtful decision-making is the foundation for Integrated Weed Management (IWM) principles.

Dr. Bjorn Johnson filled in on February 18th, lecturing on vegetables and demonstrating how simple it
is to construct a raised garden bed using pressure-treated wood and PVC pipes as a framework for
shading material. Dr. Johnson ingeniously designed his raised vegetable gardens with similar surface
areas to simplify calculating fertilizing requirements. When planning his garden, he calculated his plant-
ing times and harvesting times to consider the hot Texas summers and be able to utilize the hottest late
summer months for canning and other activities. To calculate when to start a fall garden, add the
number of days from seeding or transplanting to harvest to the fall factor (14 days) to the frost-tender
factor, if applicable (21 days). The summation of these numbers will yield the days to count back from
the first frost date to start the fall garden.
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Ask the Master Gardeners

Clara Mae Marcotte and Ernestine Sykes are the Ask A Master Gardener GCMGs with
Texas A&M AgrilLife Extension. If you have a Gardening question, please feel free to text
or email the Master Gardeners: Text: 210-544-0756 or email: GCMGTX@gmail.com

Q: How do | know when it is springtime?

A: Every area in Texas has a plant that leafs out early or blooms early. When | lived in
Kingsville, we knew it was spring when the mesquite tree put out leaves. Around here the
Wildflower Center lists early bloomers as bluebonnets, winecup, anemone, and salvia.
Texas Highways adds phlox, pink evening primrose, Mexican plum, mountain laurel and
red bud trees. You might be interested to go to wildflower.org and sign up for Texas
Wildflower Central. They will send you sightings, updates and other information. For
instance, the Wildflower Center has listed Gregg’s Mistflower (Conoclinium Greggii) as
2025 Wildflower of the Year. Next time you are downtown, the Seguin Art League has
some growing in their planter boxes. Also, the book store has mistflower growing along
their side fence.

Doug Welsh’s Texas Garden Almanac adds other spring bloomers you might be interested
in trying. He suggests that the best time to buy these plants is now when they are in bloom
so that you can see the color. He lists Carolina jessamine, Texas wisteria, Lady Banks
rose, American smoke tree (Cotinus obovatus), Mexican buckeye, Mexican redbud, East-
ern redbud and Texas redbud. My largest redbud died this past year and | suspect it was
because of the deep shade. Since it was planted years ago, the surrounding trees had
matured and completely covered the poor thing.

By the way, | love my Mexican buckeye (Ungnadia Speciosa). It has lovely little pink flow-
ers in the spring. The seedpods later on are quite striking. They have three lobes and con-
tain 1 to 3 dark shiny seeds about half inch in diameter. The Wildflower Center quotes
information from the US Forest Service Database that although the seeds taste like pista-
chio nuts, they are very poisonous. Rats who ate the seeds exhibited signs of neurological
and organ damage and died within three weeks. In humans, seeds can cause dizziness,
nausea, and abdominal discomfort. (The seeds are very pretty, though, and have been
used in the past as marbles. | suspect they have probably been used as jewelry also.)

Q: Is it time to fertilize my lawn?

A: As | mention every year, apply lawn fertilizer after you have mowed the grass twice.
Welsh says that this confirms that the lawn is actually growing and is ready to use the
fertilizer. In the fall, apply lawn fertilizer after the grass has stopped growing.

Q: | have planned my spring garden and am ready to plant. Have you started any plants yet?

A: Yes. | checked out what our local Master Gardeners were growing for their plant sale
and bought an absolutely gorgeous tomato in a four-inch pot. It was a previous year’s
Rodeo cherry tomato “Ruby Crush.” Of course, | also bought a pot of basil since you must
have basil with tomatoes.

10
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Check us out on

facebook.

GCMG FACEBOOK COMMUNITY

We added twelve new members. Welcome all.
They want to learn about sustainable gardens, keyhole gardens, and herbs.

Our top posters were Frank Rippel, Maria Dykes, and Kat Medeiros-Oropeza. Thank
you ALL who contributed.

What to plant in March

Asparagus, Basil, Beets, Bell Pepper, Bok Choy, Cantaloupe, Cucumber, Eggplant,
Fennel, Honeydew Melon, Jalapeno Pepper, Okra, Oregano, Parsley, Pumpkin, Rose-
mary, Sage, Thyme, Tomatillos, Tomato, Watermelon, Squash, Zucchini.

Keyhole Garden

A Keyhole Garden is a raised circular garden bed with a compost basket in the center
and a wedged shaped pathway that allows easy access to the basket. The center
basket is where you add kitchen scraps and water to feed your plants. When viewed
from above, the garden looks like a keyhole. The design makes it easy to reach and
you use less water and grow more food in a smaller area.

A Keyhole Garden recycles nutrients as you add food scraps, leaves, and organic
materials into the central basket; the compost breaks down, sending nutrients into the
soil, giving plants a steady food supply.

The garden's raised bed design helps with water drainage and makes it easy to
access. The keyhole pathway helps with direct access to compost basket and is easy
to maintain.

Materials Needed
- Outer Wall - bricks, stones or wooden planks
- Compost Basket - cylinder made from wire mesh or chicken wire
- Base Layer - cardboard or newspaper to block the weeds
- Soil Layer - start with branches and leaves then top with
good quality soil mixed with compost

Please continue to post photos of your gardens, your questions and your garden
hacks.

We all learn from each other.

Enjoy your gardens.

Kathy Adams

11
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The Wandering Gardeners

Wildseed Farms
Fredericksburg, TX

By: Melinda J Lucas

One of my favorite places to visit in Fredericksburg Texas is Wildseed Farms.
There is no place better to visit on a nice spring or autumn day. If you visit in sum-
mer, | advice you to go early before the heat sets in.

Not only is Wildseed Farms filled with beautiful gardens and fields of flowers, it also
contains stores, boutiques, a vineyard, wineries, and a nursery. If you love to photo-
graph flowers and plants, you will find plenty of opportunities here. It just keeps
growing and getting better every time | visit.

They have started charging a small charge to enter the “garden” that lies beyond
the back fence, but in my opinion it is worth it. It does not disappoint.

In the Spring you can find fields of poppies, bluebonnets, painted daisies, and many
flowers that you may not even know are Texas natives. When you get tired or thirsty
you can head inside to one of the many stores where you will find Texas jellies, jams,
honey, Fredericksburg peaches, and a variety of other delicious items that someone
decided could be sealed in a jar and sold. Order up some BBQ and get a glass of
wine or something cold, and then when you are done, make sure you buy some native
wildflower seeds to take home, as well as anything else that catches your eye.

12




The Wandering Gardeners

If you would like to have your

wandering gardener experience
published, please email your
favorite 7 pictures and 3 short
paragraphs to Melinda Lucas at
MelJLucas78218 @Gmail.com by
the 20th of the month.

13
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MARCH and APRIL 2025 PROGRAMS

March 11, 2025

Location: First Presbytenan Church, 1121 E Walnut, Segun, TX 78155

Tiune: 6:30 PM Social, 7 PM Program, with chapter meeting to follow

Program: Monarchs and Tropical Mikweed by Howard Nemerov

via Zoom shown on projector

Howard Nemerov 1s a Texas Certified Master Gardener with an Advance

Entomology certification and 1s a member of the NPSOT "Bring Back Monarchs

to Texas" project. When he’s not researching, he’s out gardening his yard is his
% laboratory. Through research, Howard has bualt a list of county-level native plants

for Master Gardener and NPSOT plant sales and teaches people how to create a

low-maintenance haven for lnunans, plants, and pollinators. He will be discussing

our native Texas milkweeds and how we an use them to help Monarchs and other

pollinators in Texas.

April 8, 2025
Loeation: St John Lutheran Chureh, 600 8 Center ST (FM 465). Marion, TX 78124

3 o4 Time: 6:30 PM Social, 7 PM Program, with chapter meeting to follow
%’ngxam: “Iovasive Plants: Stop the Spread, Spread the Word!™” by Cheryl
Chinbery  Hamilton i person and she will bring example plants. A

e Cheryl Hamilton 15 an Alamo Area Master Naturalist and a member of the & s
San Antonio Chapter of the NPSOT. She 1s a co-founding member of the j}l,,-g,j_._;: .
Balcones Satellite of the Invaders of Texas Program “Salsa Squad” where Star - Thistle
volunteers have eradicated more than 200,000 invasive plants from eity, state,
and national parks and preserves in Bexar County and adjacent counties.

Nonnative, mvasive plants are destroying biodiversity and wreaking havoe m our
backyards. neighborhoods, parks and preserves. Cheryl will discuss strategies for
management include prevention, identification and eradication.

For more information please follow us on Facebook:
Guadalupe Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas

Saturday April 5, 2025 NPSOT PLANT SALE, 10am-3pm (or until sold out) at First
Presbyterian Church @ 1121 E. Walnut in Seguin, under the big Oak tree on the
west back side. Parking off North Moss Street.

14




Continuing Education

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service - Serving Texas Meeds

Education Director Report
February 13, 2025

Brenda smith
2025 GCMG, Education Director

4 Education Hours Snapshot of Feb 9*" - 139 certified Members
56% have “0" hours — 78 Members - §
18% have "1+" hours — 25 Members — §
24% have "2.5+" hours — 34 Members— ¥
2% have "6+" hours- 2 Members - +

4+ Speaker Bureau Shadow Program

The shadow program is a form of on-the-job
training whera an intern leams by closely
observing a more experienced Speaker
Bureau member. This program will allow an
intern to follow and observe a speaker as
they go about the presentation tasks, this
includes the Administrator duties and the
setup of the registration booth. Participants
gain practical, firsthand experience with the
routines, tasks, and collaboration of these
positions. Observers can acquire new skills
and knowledge during shadowing. They can
see how tasks are performed efficiently and
bﬁrln practical experience problem solving
techniques, and best practices, Shadowing
Builds Confidence in the observer, as they witness successful execution of educational programs, and then
become more comfortable with their own abilities. If interested in the Shadow Program, please contact
Brenda Smith: bemith5518mpmail.com Cell 512 905 3983

4
>

15




Continuing Education

-'E(EEETZ Hosted by GUAdalupe County Master Gardeners

: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
S LIBRARY s

Presents: Canning Basics

Join us for an exciting journey into the world of canning, where you'll learn the art and science of preserving
fruits, vegetables, and more. Whether you're a budding food preservationist or simply looking for a fun
and educational activity, our Beginners Canning Class is the perfect place to start! This class is designed for
those new to the world of canning and food preservation. You'll learn the basics of water bath canning,
ensuring you can safely preserve a variety of foods at home. Don't miss out on this fantastic opportunity
to master the art of home canning. Spaces are limited, so be sure to register early! A small brown bag lunch

(fruits, nuts, snack, and water) will be provided. Free seminar and open to the public @) EI

Saturday 08 Mar 2025, from 11:30 - 1:00 pm
Schertz Public Library, 798 Schertz Parkway,
Schertz, Texas 78154

Registration Required:
https://engagedpatrons.org/EventsRegister.cfm?SitelD=6585&EventID=5458628&PK=887679&ShowLinke
dPKs=Y

1EXAS
MASTER & GARDENER il Ri
Guest Speaker April Rippel

April has been a Guadalupe County Master Gardener for over 9 years. She is one of
our own. She started gardening at an early age, helping in her grandmother’s garden
in SW Oklahoma. She holds her graduate degree from Central Michigan University
and is a Veteran of the US Navy. She is a very active member of Our Master Gardener
Organization and has served as President, Committee Chair for the Guadalupe County
Fair, Yulefest, Kingsberry Fest, GCMG T-shirt sales, socials, and Ask-a Master Gardener
Booth at educational booths, local events, and schools. She is an active MG Class
Coordinator and certified Master Herbalist, and a Certified Food Handling Manager.

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. The Texas A&M
University system, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts Cooperating.
Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in the program should
contact the County Extension Office at least one week prior to the program or event to request mobility,

hearing, visual or other assistance.
g’ \: FXASE A 1E!AE
AAGRILIFE WASTER & CARDENER
EXTENSION  mesmmmm
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%+ 2025 Continuing Education Opportunities Seguin Public Library

Sat 08 Mar 25 Sepuin Public Library - 313 West Molte Street, Seguin Texas 78155 | [ ] _,_-
Program: Spring Gardening/Admin: Linda Truax P
Guast Speaker: Karen Brkich, Advanced Master Gardener, Join us for an exclting fourney into the
world of vegetable gardening! This class is perfect for both beginners and experienced gardeners
looking to enhance their skills. We'll cover everything from selecting the best site for your garden,
preparing the soil, ond storting seeds, to fertilfzation, watering, pest control, ond horvesting. You'll
learn practical technigues to grow a variety of healthy, delivious vegetables right in your backyard.
This closs aims to equip you with the knowledge and skills needed to create a thriving vegetable
garden, from planning and planting to maintaining ond harvesting. Let's get those green thumbs
ready! A small brown bog lunch (fruits, nuts, snaock, and water) will be provided. Free seminar and

open to the public. &

Registration Link:

2025 Continuing Education Opportunities Schertz Public Library

Sat OB Mar 25 Schertz Public Library - 798 Schertz Parkway Schertz, Texas 78154 “pu BLIC
11:30/1:00pm Program: Canning Basics/Admin: H‘ﬂ LIBRARY

Gueast Speaker: April Rippel, Advanced Master Gardener, foin us for an exciting journey inta the
world of canning, where you'll learn the ort and sclence of preserving fruits, vegetables, and more,
Whether you're a budding food preservationist or simply looking for @ fun and educetionol
activity, our Beginners Canning Class is the perfect ploce to start! This closs is designed for those
new to the world of canning and food preservation. You'll learn the basics of water both canning,
ensuring you can safely preserve a variety of foods at home. Don't miss out on this fantastic
opportunity to master the ort of home canning. Spoces are limited, so be sure to register early! A
small brown bag lunch (frults, nuts, snock, and water] will be provided. Free seminor and open

tothepublic % B E

Registration Link
https:/fengapedpatrons. org/EvantsRegister.cfm ?SitelD=6585& Fvent ID=545862 B PK=8B 76798 Show Linked PEs=Y

I ———————————.
+ Mar 2025 Upcoming Advanced Training Offerings

Trees and Tree Care — March 27-29, 2025, hosted by Tarrant County (in person)

17




Continuing Education

2025 Additional Continuing Education Opportunities

David will be making the following presentations.

They are all free and open to the public.

Bring a pen, paper and your questions!

Date Location Topic
3/15/2025 | Fanick'sat 10:00 am Turf Grass Fundamentals
3/29/2025 | Milberger's at 10:00 am Home Vegetable Gardening
4/12/2025 | Milberger's at 10:00 am | Homeowner 101: Lawn Basics
4/26/2025 | Fanick’s at 10:00 am Lancacape Dersand Donts
Throughout the Year
Planting Landscape Color Plants
5/10/2025 | Milb 's at 10:00
i - and Water Saving Tips
5/24/2025 | Fanick’s at 10:00 am Pt Plasting nd
Landscaping with Citrus
5 Col ith
6/21/2025 | Fanick’s at 10:00 am widEbed
Texas Superstar plants

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. The Texas A&M
University system, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts Cooperating.
Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in the program should
contact the County Extension Office at least one week prior to the program or event to request mobility,

hearing, visual or other assistance.

TEXAS Adshd

AGRILIFI
EXTENSION

TEXAg

P
MEITER &5 QARDINIR
[ maas sew camnias mhisnsen ]
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Continuing Education

Please check out the following websites for Continuing Education opportunities:

o Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, Austin TX https://www.wildflower.org/events/
e Plant Party 9: Planting a Seed worth 1.5 hrs https://youtu.be/DFi7 JZUzoY
e Plant Party 12: Plant ID worth 1.5 hrs https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrfxJT8mWbs

e The Natural Gardener, 8646 Old Bee Caves Rd, Austin, TX https://thgaustin.com/classes/

¢ San Antonio Botanical Gardens, San Antonio, TX https://www.sabot.org/calendar/

« Rainbow Gardens, San Antonio, TX https://www.rainbowgardens.biz/events/

e Green Jays Garden Center, 100 EIm Grove Rd, Seguin, TX https://www.greenjaygardens.com/
basic-01 (please check website for classes and details).

o Bexar County Master Gardeners, San Antonio, TX https://bexarmg.org/events/

Extension programs educate Texans in the areas of agriculture, environmental
stewardship, health and wellness, youth and adult life skills, human capital and lead-
ership, and community economic development and offers the knowledge resources of
the land-grant university system to educate Guadalupe County residents for self-
improvement, individual action and community problem solving. Texas A&M Agrilife
Extension is a statewide educational agency and a member of the Texas A&M Univer-
sity System (TAMUS), linked in a unique partnership with the nationwide Cooperative
Extension System and Texas county governments. The following videos are for your
viewing and completion of CE Hours.

Home Garden Series: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLjgPKX68x1S5BK 6TGI LYle3 XUiPjzz

Horticulture & Gardening Webinar Series with David Rodriguez:
https:/lwww.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S4J6Urb7-JiyXOCT7Mhtats

Entomology Webinar Series with Molly Keck:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqgPKX68x1S50uWVbq¥YzV3k2nfmxeA 9g

19



https://www.wildflower.org/events/month/2025-03/
https://youtu.be/DFi7_JZUzoY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrfxJT8mWbs
https://tngaustin.com/classes/
https://www.sabot.org/calendar/
https://www.rainbowgardens.biz/events/
https://www.greenjaygardens.com/basic-01
https://www.greenjaygardens.com/basic-01
https://bexarmg.org/events/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S5BK_6TGl_LYIe3_XUiPjzz
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S5BK_6TGl_LYIe3_XUiPjzz
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S4J6Urb7-JiyXOCT7Mhtats
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjqPKX68x1S50uWVbqYzV3k2nfmxeA_9g

Continuing Education

There are many wonderful and informative YouTube videos by Wizzie Brown and others
that are available. Each count as one hour of Continuing Education. Check out some
of the following:

“Entomophagy” by Wizzie Brown https://youtu.be/Nd9I1ZnAYKdk
“Kissing Bugs” by Wizzie Brown https://youtu.be/u1vW BgoxZY

“Managing Mosquitos” by Wizzie Brown https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=95H0aMKQTOU

“Controlling Drain Flies, house flies and Fungus Gnats” by Wizzie Brown https://
youtu.be/6fKN9 JRXrQ

“Trees and Tree Care” by Mary Beth Parsons https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Q2UJWi5Cr84

“Getting your Roses Ready for Spring” by Peggy Jones : https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DdHVQg-1848M

“Red Imported Fire Ant Management” by Wizzie Brown: https://youtu.be/
aN Rzm4m7KU

“Fleas” by Wizzie Brown: https://lyoutu.be/Cpy6AGbC9sY

“Turf Entomology” by Wizzie Brown: https://youtu.be/qKTeoz7EnGw

“Bed Bugs” by Wizzie Brown: https://youtu.be/l8Apq7AIINk

“Spider ID” by Wizzie Brown: https://youtu.be/5 xmBOgoMF4

“Arachnids other than Spiders” by Wizzie Brown: https://youtu.be/Via1jYHGCY!I
“Insects to watch for” by Wizzie Brown: https://youtu.be/G31-9N9RoZw

“Insect Damage” by Wizzie Brown: https://youtu.be/90eGIE6BpRM

“Pesticide Safety” by Wizzie Brown: https://youtu.be/fUY2zgpNNcl

“Stinging Arthropods of Summer” by Wizzie Brown: https://youtu.be/a9lbZxP8Txs

“Summer Insects: Pests for Hot Dry Conditions” by Wizzie Brown: https://youtu.be/
QCvBu t CEE

“Rose Insects” by Wizzie Brown: https://youtu.be/xvrR4X dRzM

“Vermiculture” by Peter Joseph Hernandez: https://youtu.be/azWVXveYt9k

“Herbology Witching Spells Part 1” From the Master Naturalists: https://youtu.bel/-
ZpGxGhPclo

“Herbology Witching Spells, Part 2” From the Master Naturalists: https://youtu.be/
YgYfqW_VP9w
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Special Volunteer Opportunities

Crafting Days

Craft Days in March will consist of painting
lots of pots. We will be planting succulents
and flowers in the pot to sell at Plant Sales.

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE NEEDED!

Pots are waiting for your loving hands to
paint them. Pots, brushes and paint will be
provided.

Crafting Days Schedule for March
March 6 1:00-4:00
March 13 1:00-4:00
March 20 1:00-4:00
March 27 1:00-4:00
April 1 1:00-4:00
April 10 1:00-4:00
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Special Volunteer Opportunities

U 4
YL

Join us for a Volunteer Day @™ g
,Z GUTIERREZ GARDEN™ ™

\.., : PARK - SCHERTZ
When: March 1st, 15th, 29th, 2025 &\
Start Time: 9:00am - 12 pm ‘

We'll Prune various plants to be ready
" for blooms in Spring, clear out weeds,
ﬁ." and clean up the park. Please bring
P your garden tools or borrow ours,

X

p.‘ Address:
1231 Borgfeld Rd, Schertz, TX 78154
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Special Volunteer Opportunities

Park West Pollinator Garden Spring Planting
March 17, 2025

The Park West Pollinator Garden spring planting will be Monday, March 17, 2025
from 8:30 to 11 AM. All Master Naturalists and Master Gardeners can earn
volunteer hours by attending, as we will plant several new native species and
spread the many bags of mulch that the City of Seguin has provided. Members of
the Guadalupe Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas are encouraged to at-
tend, as the garden is funded by NPSOT’s contributions.

The Pollinator Garden is a monarch monitoring site, with sightings reported to the
national MMLP database. It was originally part of a City of Seguin grant from the
Water Smart Foundation for public gardens.

Park West is located at 601 N Vaughan Ave., Seguin. Volunteers should dress for
gardening work including gloves and a hat and bring a rake, clippers and

water. Please RSVP to Belinda Rossiter (belindarossitor@gmail.com or
713-248-2001) or Nancy Masterson (nsethermasterson@gmail.com or
830-305-9104).

St. Andrews Community Garden is growing!

We are adding new vegetable plots - raised beds that will be adopted by
Individuals or families. We are hoping that Master Gardeners
will adopt some of these plots if not all of them. The produce
will be made available to the owner/managers of the Garden
plots and if there are extras it will be distributed to the needy.
If you are interested in adopting a plot or assisting in this
growth process, please let us know!

Point of Contact: Ernestine Sykes. TEXT for more information:
210-544-0756
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Special Volunteer Opportunities

Seed Exchange update for March 2025

While many of you may already have your seeds started and almost ready to
transplant or maybe even transplanted already — Congratulations! You are ahead
of the curve; however, if you are like me and you still need to get things going,
please remember the Seed Exchange has plenty of seeds to share. There’s even
a good chance you might find the exact variety you are looking for. Many of the
seeds are out on the table in Master Gardeners Office, but most are not (there
justisn’t enough space). We know getting here during our normal Seed
Exchange hours on Wednesdays from 2-4 PM doesn’t work for many folks who
work or have other commitments so please reach out to one of the POC’s if you
have questions or need access at other days and times. We will bring a bunch of
seeds down during the next monthly meeting in March as well. Again, the Seed
Exchange has plenty of seeds available. Please don’t go buy them until you’ve
checked out our inventory.

POCs: David & Karen Koepp — dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com ,
kkoeppnb@gmail.com , or call/text 210-263-3624,

Ernestine Sykes — ejackson.sykes@gmail.com or text 210-544-0756
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Volunteer Opportunities

GCMG APPROVED GARDENS, PARKS AND PROJECTS FOR 2025

Gardens and Parks

1. Big Red Barn Garden

390 Cordova Rd., Seguin, TX

POC: Janice Knobles, jmknobles@yahoo.com

Text: 210-275-4402

Volunteer Day: Fridays 07:30 a.m. Summer 08:15 a.m.
Winter

2. Christian Cupboard Garden

516 N. Camp, Seguin, TX

POC: Kay McElveen hkaymcelveen@gmail.com
Phone: (479)790-2933

Volunteers work on their own schedule.

3. Guadalupe County Demonstration Garden
1101 Elbel St., Schertz, TX

POC: Ann Odvody odvodyd @swbell.net
Phone (210) 665-3866

Volunteer Day: Tues or Fri 8-1100 a.m.

4. Gutierrez Garden Park

1231 Borgfeld Rd., Schertz, TX

POC: Maria Dykes mariaq75@gmail.com
Phone: (210) 792-1603

Volunteer days: 1st, 3rd, and 5th Saturday
Call during the week for work hour

5.Irma Lewis Outdoor Learning Center

1865 East Hwy 90, Seguin, TX

POC: Wendy Salazar fredandwendy@yahoo.com
Phone: (210) 483-3717

Volunteer Days: Contact POC

6. La Vernia Primary School Gardens
249 FM 1346 S., La Vernia TX
POCs: Kay Cover doncover6969@yahoo.com

Colleen Collier colleen1631@gmail.com
Volunteer Days: Contact the POCs

7. Marion Veteran’s Memorial Park

100 W. Huebinger St., Marion, TX
POCs: Carol Suchan ladywithdonkey@yahoo.com
Text: 210-870-4880

Anne Ottenad ron.anne.ottenad@gmail.com
Volunteer Day: Mondays 8-10 a.m.

8. Mill Street Community Garden

1447 West Mill St., New Braunfels, TX

POCs: Benna Hunter bennahunter@gmail.com;
Text: 270-860-2246

Kathleen Smith kathleensmith1214@gmail.com
Volunteer Day: 2rd.Saturday of the month.

9. Park West Pollinator/Waterwise Garden

600 N. Vaughn St., Seguin, TX

POC: Liz Romero fleurromero@gmail.com
Phone: (830) 491-9676

Monday 8:30-10:30 a.m. & Thursday 8:30-11:30 a.m.

10. Polley Mansion Heritage Garden
11432 FM 539, La Vernia, TX
POC: Robin Muschalek forcexxi@yahoo.com

Keith Muschalek keith.muschalek@gmail.com '
Volunteer Days: Contact POCs

11. St. Andrew’s Park
Corner of S. Crockett & Nolte St., Seguin, TX

POC: Ernestine Sykes ejackson.sykes@gmail.com
Volunteer Days: Wednesday’s 9-11 a.m.

Other Projects

1. Big Red Barn Kiosk

390 Cordova Rd., Seguin, TX

POC: Ernestine Sykes ejackson.sykes@gmail.com
Volunteer Days: Contact POC

2. Christmas Tree Project (Nov./Dec.)-SEASONAL

210 E. Live Oak St., (Tree will be on Downtown Square)
POC: Kayla Murray (830-386-9664)

Volunteer Days: Contact POC

3. GC Fair MG Booth (2n week/weekend Oct.)-SEASONAL
950 S. Austin St., Seguin, TX (Fairgrounds Coliseum)

POC: Beth Smith basmith5518@gmail.com
Text: (210)727-9890

Volunteer Days: Tuesday-Sunday during Fair Week

4. GCMG Communication Team
POC: Communications Director: Ingrid Wilgen

essentiallyingrid @gmail.com Text: 210-214-0787

5. GCMG Independence Day Parade Float-SEASONAL
POC: Beth Smith basmith5518@gmail.com

Text: (210)727-9890

Setup Location / Volunteer Days: Contact POC

6. GCMG MG Office/Library/Seed Exchange

210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin

POC: Ernestine Sykes ejackson.sykes@gmail.com

David Koepp dhkoepp.gcmg@gmail.com & Karen Koepp

kkoeppnb@gmail.com
Volunteer Days: Wed.2-4 p.m.
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Volunteer Opportunities

Other Projects (continued) 5. Pecan Festival - October 25t 2025
Garden Tour & more @ the Big Red Barn
7. GCMG Monthly Meeting-Refreshments Plant Sale Downtown Seguin on the Square
210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin Big Red Barn POC:
POC: Karen Carrell carrell1708@msn.com Plant Sales POCs: Paul Carter (830) 481-0817
Volunteer Days: 3™ Thursday each month except June & greenthumbcarter@gmail.com
December — Sign up during monthly meeting or contact POC Tim Steele (210) 385-2219 tlscowboys@hotmail.com

for current needs and/or make a donation
6. Seeds for Libraries & Craft Opportunities for Plant Sales

8. GCMG Social Events 210 E. Live Oa.k St. Seg'uin '
Summer POC: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com POC: Beth Smith basmith5518@gmail.com
Winter POC: Beth Smith basmith5518@gmail.com Text: (210)727-9890

Text: (210)727-9890 Volunteer Days: Contact POC

Volunteer Days: TBD for 2025
7. Yulefest (15t Sunday in December)

9. GC Pumpkin Decorating Contest Booth 950 S. Austin St., Seguin, TX
(2 weekend in Oct.) - Fairgrounds Coliseum POC: April Rippel adrippel @gmail.com

950 S. Austin St., Seguin, TX
POC: Pam Younger pamyounger54@gmail.com

10. GCMG Video Team

POC: Paul Prince phrogtoo@yahoo.com
Text: 559-259-4317

Plant Sales & Related Projects

1. GCMG GROW Team

Location details will be provided by POC
POC: Pam Malone ptmalone@live.com
Text (830) 534-2111

Volunteer Days: Contact POC

2. Plant Sales Team
Sales will be at various GC locations in Spring & Fall
POCs: Paul Carter (830) 481-0817

greenthumbcarter@gmail.com
Tim Steele (210) 385-2219 tlscowboys@hotmail.com

Volunteer Days: Will be posted on website and/or emailed

3. GCMG MG Information Booth
Location details will be provided by POC

POC: April Rippel adrippel@gmail.com
Volunteer Days: Contact POC

4. Kingsbury Fall Festival

644 Railway St, Kingsbury, Tx 78638

POC: Sharon Cooper

Volunteer Day: Contact POC - Event is typically on 1st or
2rd Saturday in November
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Volunteer Opportunities

Please check with the listed point of contact before showing up. Times and days may
change at any time due to a number of reasons.
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Volunteer Opportunities
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc.

210 East Live Oak St.

Seguin, TX 78155

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org , or

https://gcmgtx.org/ 830-379-1972 Ext 210

Guadalupe County Texas A&M Agrilife Extension http://guadalupe.agrilife.org/ 830-379-1972

Texas Master Gardeners http://txmg.org

GCMG Officers & Board of Directors 2025
Kay McElveen-President

Sarah Puckett-Past President

April Rippel-President Elect

Pam Younger-Vice President

Kathleen Smith-Secretary

Claire Huebinger-Treasurer

Ingrid Wilgen-Communications Director

Bjorn Johnson-Membership Director

Brenda Smith-Education Director

Beth Smith-Volunteer Director

Travis Franke -Agrilife Agent MG Coordinator

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension, Texas A&M University system, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts
Cooperating provides equal opportunities in its programs and em-
ployment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, na-
tional origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status,
sexual orientation, or gender identity. Persons with disabilities need-
ing accommodations for effective participation in the program
should contact the County Extension Office at least one week prior
to the program or event to request mobility, hearing, visual or other
assistance. The information given herein is for educational purposes
only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made
with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no
endorsement by the Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service is
implied.

Melinda J Lucas, Editor
MellLucas78218@Gmail.com
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REMINDER

If anyone needs a card from the Newsletter Staff

organization for an illness or a loss Editor - Melinda J Lucas

of a family member, send an email
to: GCMGTX@gmail.com. Proofreaders- David & Karen Koepp, Ingrid Wilgen,

Heidi Brown & Sarah Puckett

Members in Service

Texas Master Gardener Association Directors

Two Year Term (2024-2025) April Rippel, Alternate — Tim Steele
One Year Term (2025) David Koepp, Alternate — Robin Rieder
Speakers Bureau Team- Brenda Smith (P.O.C.), Karen Brkich

Plant Sales—Paul Carter and Tim Steele
Guadalupe Co. Demonstration Garden - Dale & Ann Odvody
Master Gardener Office/Library/Seed Exchange - Ernestine Sykes, David & Karen Koepp
Refreshment Coordinator - Karen Carrell
Kingsbury Fall Festival - Sharon Cooper
Grow Team Lead - Pam Malone
Big Red Barn - Janice Knobles
4th of July Parade-Beth Smith
Yule Fest - April Rippel
Tech Team Lead - Paul Prince
2025 County Fair - Beth Smith
Facebook Administrator - Kathy Adams

Christmas Tree Decorating - Kayla Murray

Newsletter Editor - Melinda J Lucas
Web Content Masters - Frank K. Rippel & David Koepp
Gutierrez Garden Park - Caroline Moody
GCMG Class Coordinator — Tim Steele, Paul Carter, and April Rippel
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