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July 2015 

A monthly publication of the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners in 

cooperation with the Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension, Guadalupe County 

 

The Guadalupe Gardener 

President’s Corner 
Between The Lines 

Fellow Master Gardeners, 
Too often you are not thanked for what you do.  Too 
often people do not know the contribution you make.  
Too often your efforts, whether 
  standing in front of a group to teach a horticultural 
 practice, 
    helping a child learn where his/her food comes from, 
       growing healthy vegetables for hungry people, 
          improving habitat with native plants in public
 spaces 
             writing a piece for our newsletter or the press, 
               sharing knowledge you took pains to learn 
                   working in the background to keep our       
  organization working 

too often these things you do go un-noticed. 

I share the following letter of appreciation with you.  I 
read it at our social last week, and for you who at-
tended, the sentiments are worth visiting again. 

As you read on, look between the lines - beyond the 
specific volunteers and the work they did.  Look be-
tween the lines to see yourself, the work you’ve done 
and both being appreciated in a very special way. 
 
Dear Jose, 
I want to thank you and the Master Gardeners for the 
assistance with the spring school tours at the Texas Ag. 
Education and Heritage Center. 

Without the help of the dedicated Master Gardeners we 
would not have been able to offer the students the rich 
experience they received.  The volunteers were coop-
erative, knowledgeable, and prepared for every group.  
The children loved learning about the vegetables, the 
herbs, and the butterfly garden. 

  (Continued on page 4) 

July Meeting 
Thursday 

July 16th  -  7 PM 
AgriLife Ext Bldg 

Program:  Gail Johnson will be doing her 
“Composting with Worms” presentation.  She 
will bring a big tub full of worms for a live 
demonstration.  Come see how to turn your 
household garbage into garden compost. 

Social & Refreshments 6:30 PM 

Program at 7 PM 

Followed by Business Meeting 

Don’t forget your name tags - and plants for 
plant exchange 

Extension Service 
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Association NewsAssociation NewsAssociation NewsAssociation News    

2015 Summer Social 

A great time was had by all at the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners Summer Social. Those of you 
who were able to attend know that the food and fellowship was outstanding.  We missed those who could 
not attend. 

Business was kept to a minimum so that most of our time could be spent visiting and eating (and eating, 
and eating!). Aside from giving away a number of really nice door prizes donated by various members, 
the only major business was acknowledging Laura Dylla for finishing her volunteer hours and getting her 
certification as a Master Gardener. Way to go Laura!! 

The social was organized by Class 26 and they did a great job – I say that modestly, even though I AM a 
member of that class.  The facility at the Faith Lutheran Church was great and a number of people devel-
oped “kitchen envy”.  Our thanks to Joanne Shanafelt for making it possible to have the social there.  
Everyone worked very hard,but especially I want to mention a couple of things specifically.  Karen Patter-
son did the table decorations – weren’t they beautiful?  Joanne got the paper goods – didn’t really look 
like throw aways.  Beth Henry did the very creative signs on the food tables – we saved them for future 
use.  Special thanks to the turkey cookers Melissa and Mike Murley and Patricia and John Watkins. 
Patricia is not a member of Class 26, but she has the good luck to be my sister, so she and John stepped 
in when one of our turkey cookers had to back out.  John will be attending Class 27, so this was trial by 
fire.  The social made a nice kick off for summer. I hope everyone has a great one! 

  Article submitted by Kay McElveen.  Photos by Marvin “T” Taylor. 

(Continued on following page.) 
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JUNE SOCIAL (continued) 

 
Newly Certified 
Guadalupe 
County 

Master Gardener 
From Class 26 

 

 

LAURA DYLLA 

Photos by Marvin “T” Taylor. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Even though the months of April and May saw many rainy days, we cancelled only 2 outdoor garden 
tours. 

I am sorry that I did not do a better job of keeping in touch with you throughout the tour time, but I found 
myself so busy with scheduling and touring that I fell behind in some duties. 

I have written to each of the volunteers personally to express my thanks, but please express my appre-
ciation to all of the Master Gardeners for their support. 

Volunteers made it possible for us to serve 1900 children during 24 tours in April and May.  I know the 
children benefited from this learning experience and teachers were very pleased with the educational 
value of this experience. 

Thank you for your assistance in making this happen. 

Sincerely, 

Karen Heinemeyer 

DOODLEBUG, WHERE ARE YOU ?!? 

Of course, no family member looking for me ever had to wonder where I was.  I could almost always be 
found in my grandparents’ dirt floor garage next to Barton Creek in Austin, my birthplace, rooting out 
handfuls of these curiously cute but voracious little bugs, thus acquiring from my family the nickname, 
Doodlebug.  Always wanting to display my prize, I was still invariably chased out of my grandmother’s 
kitchen, and from anywhere else into the house I would try to enter, I was always “waylaid”!  My grand-
mother was an extremely neat, very German grandmother who didn't relish any bugs in "her" house! 

The doodlebug or antlion (named so because it injests other insects - mostly ants, voraciously like a jun-
gle lion eats its prey) is actually a fat little soft-armored larva that scoots backwards in a circle in fine silty 
or sandy soil, creating a smooth, cone-shaped funnel hole for trapping ants and other insects that ven-
ture to the funnel’s edge.  When they get too close, the doodlebug shimmies or “dances” collapsing inten-
tionally its funnel home.  It immediately, with its large powerful front pincers or jaws, grabs hold of the 
unwitting insect as it drops to the bottom of the funnel, literally sucking the life out of it until it is dry.  Then 
the doodlebug builds a new funnel home or repairs the old one, and waits for another "meal".  This action 
is Nature’s control mechanism to limit the ant population as well as other insects.  This is a “good bug”, 
as well as a “cute” and entertaining one for children.  In fact the co-author of my bug source, TEXAS 
BUG BOOK, C. Malcolm Beck, says – and I quote directly, “Nature must have put the doodlebug here so 
children would have something to play with on a long summer day.” Ditto that! 

As I played with my handfuls of doodlebugs as a child, I knew nothing of their complete life cycle, which 
may require two years, with one generation added per year and overwintering in a silky cocoon.  The 
adults are approximately 1 ½” long and look like mini damselflies with narrow bodies and long, transpar-
ent wings, also food themselves for birds, as well as spiders.  The adult female lays sticky eggs in the 
silty soil where the doodlebug larvae emerge and begin their fight for life while helping to control often 
undesirable other populations of insects as it slowly evolves into its “fly” stage.  I haven’t nailed down if 
the “fly” is just female, or there are both sexes, with the male fly fertilizing the female who then lays the 
eggs that become doodlebugs, so I’ll leave you with that puzzle to enlighten me with!  Also, I don't re-
member ever being bitten by the strong pincers of any doodlebug.  Do you?  Happy hunting! 

  Submitted by Katie McLean, Guadalupe County Master Gardener 
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FUTURE PROGRAMS 
AUG 20,  Speaker Cathy Downs, “Monarchs 

LaVernia Primary School 
Honors 

School Garden Volunteers 

On 3 June 2015, the LaVernia Primary School 
hosted a Volunteer Appreciation Coffee to honor all 
the school volunteers that contributed their time 
and energy to improve the learning experience for 
the school children.  Among the many volunteers 
were six Guadalupe County Master Gardeners and 
one volunteer that will be in Class 27.  Pictured left 
to right are John Lewicki, Laura Dylla, Carol 
Suchan, Kay Cover, Iris Seale, Kathy Bennett, 
Principal Sheri Boos, Peggy Jones and LVISD Su-
perintendent Dr. Jose Moreno. 

    Photo and article submitted by John Lewicki. 

GCMG Members Attend 
Compost Specialist Class 

Two GCMG members are in the process of be-
coming Master Gardener Compost Specialists. 
Ray Lang, (2nd from right) and Bob Cox (r), com-
pleted the 2.5 day classroom instruction portion 
of the certification.  Each must complete a mini-
mum of 20 hours above their county’s current 
volunteer obligation within one year to earn certi-
fication.  The 20 hours of volunteer work may be 
earned by speaking to youth or adult groups, 
other groups, or they may complete a compost-
ing project for Master Gardeners, a garden club, 

a neighborhood association or a civic group.  In addition to Lang and Cox, 12 other Master Gardeners 
and one AgriLife Extension employee participated in the class.  Subject matter included soil biology, ba-
sics of composting, vermiculture/worm composting, soil inoculates, compost stimulators and Hugelkultur, 
among others.  The classwork was conducted at the San Antonio Botanical Garden.  Class members 
posed in front of a half-million dollar machine used by New Earth Soils and Compost Facility staff. The 
machine straddles compost piles that are approximately 15 feet wide by 200 yards long.  The compost 
temperature is measured regularly and piles are “tossed” by the giant machine to maintain constant tem-
perature at the pile’s center. 

     Article & Photo sumitted by Bob Cox. 
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners – Class 27 
AgriLife Bldg, 210 Live Oak, Seguin 

Wednesday, 10:00 – 2:30, August 12 thru December 9 

Kay McElveen, Class 27 Coordinator, has finalized the course content for this fall's Class (see below).  
With the exception of the Propagation Class members can retake a session at no cost.  Historically, 
we've restricted access to the propagation class because of its intensive, hands-on nature - and the de-
sire to devote attention to the current year's students.  But - Good News for Master Gardeners who really 
want to brush up on their propagation skills:  Look for an announcement soon for a special propagation 
session just for you next Fall.  All other sessions are on a space available basis and we have yet to have 
had to keep anyone away.  It does help us plan, however, if you let Kay or Mike know which sessions 
you want to attend.  Their contact information is:   
 Kay McElveen, Class Coordinator, kay.mcelveen@yahoo.com  830-401-4420  or 
 Mike Murley, Assistant Class  Co-Coordinator, murleyml@yahoo.com  830-491-8501. 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners Class 27 Schedule 

Aug 12 How to Take a Soil Sample and Draw a Design of Your  Current Landscape.  Dennis 
 Hale, Landscape Designer, Former Wilson County AgriLife Extension Agent. 

Aug 19 Soil, Water & Plant Nutrients – What You Need to Know to Achieve a Proper  
 Balance.  Mark McFarland, Ph.D, Professor, Dept of Soil & Crop Sciences, Texas, A&M; 
 Soil Fertility Specialist, Texas AgriLife Extension 

Aug 26 How Plants Grow – What You Need to Know to Achieve Proper Balance.  Liz Palfini, 
 M. S., Botany Instructor; Mgr, Recreational Facilities & Services, TX Parks & Wildlife 

Sep 2 How to Propagate Plants.  Wear grubbies!  Kathy Carroll & Bob Teweles, Propagation 
 Specialists, Certified Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 

Sep 9 Composting.  Lee Franzel, Certified Comal County Master Gardener 

Sep 16 How to Grow Vegetables You Like to Eat … And Some You May Learn to Like.   
 Patty Leander, Certified Travis County Master Gardener, Master Gardener Vegetable  
 Specialist, Contributor to Texas Gardener Magazine 

Sep 23 How to Design & Create the Landscape You Want.  How to Grow Better Lawns.   
 Dennis Hale, Landscape Designer, Former Wilson County AgriLife Extension Agent. 

Sep 30 How to Use Native Plants to Bring Nature Back to Your Landscape.  Field trip to  
 Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, Austin.  Deedy Wright, Propagation &  
 Vegetable Specialist; Founder, Guadalupe County Native Plant Society 

Oct 7 Herbs, Peppers & Vinegars – How to Spice Up Your Landscape.  Cindy Meredith, 
 Proprietor, The Herb Cottage  http://theherbcottage.com  Lavaca County TX between  
 Schulenburg & Hallettsville 

Oct 14 How to Evaluate Plant Health & Diagnose Problems in Your Landscape.  Greta  
 Schuster, Ph.D., Faculty, Texas A&M University – Kingsville  Extension Plant Pathologist 

Oct 21 Firewise.  Jose Contreras, Firewise Specialist; President, Guadalupe County Master  
 Gardeners 
 Low Water Use Landscaping.  Calvin Finch, Ph.D., Director, Urban Water Program, 
 Texas A&M Institute of Renewable Resources 

      (Continued on following page)
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TEXAS GARDENER FUNDRAISER 
Our Treasury keeps 25% of your subscription when it is sent through GCMG 

(Continued from preceding page) 

Oct 28 How to Harvest, Store & Re-use Rain.  Liz Romero, Certified Guadalupe County Master 
 Gardener 
 How to Make & Install a Rain Barrel for Your Home.  Dave Elder, Certified Guadalupe 
 County Master Gardener 
 How to Make Your Own Drip Irrigation System.  Jim Johnson, Certified Guadalupe 
 County Master Gardener 

Nov 4 Insects, Bugs & Integrated Pest Management- How to Tell Good Guys from Bad  … 
 And Do Less Harm.  Molly Keck, Entomologist, Bexar County AgriLife Integrated Pest 
 Management Program Specialist 

Nov 11 How to Produce Your Own Fruits & Nuts at Home.  Larry A. Stein, Ph.D., Professor & 
 Extension Horticulturist, Texas A&M 

Nov 18 How to Select, Plant and/or Nuture Trees in Our Guadalupe County Landscape.   
 Nancy Masterson, Certified Arborist, Certified Guadalupe County Master Gardener,  
 Master Naturalist 

Dec 2 Texas Superstars.  Larry A. Stein, Ph.D., Professor & Extension Horticulturist, Texas A&M 
 How To Garden to For Wildlife.  Meredith O’Reilly, Travis County A&M AgriLife Youth 
 Gardening Specialist for 4-H CAPITAL, Texas Master Naturalist, NWF Habitat Steward 
 Host 

Dec 9 Landscape Design Review/Small Groups.  Dennis Hale, Landscape Designer, Former 
 Wilson County AgriLife Extension Agent. 

Fellow Master Gardeners... 
     Is it time to de-clutter? 
          Getting rid of clothes you no longer wear? 
               Have the grandchildren outgrown those still usable jeans? 
                    Empty nest with too many young adult stuff left behind? 
Tag it, box it, set it aside just a few more months and get ready to bring it to our............. 

50 Family Yard Sale!  -  Master Gardeners Rummage Sale!  -  Amazing Fall Re-sale! 
We really haven't decided what to call it yet...so think about that too.  Meanwhile...save the date: 

Saturday, November 14, 2015 

Rededication of Gutierrez Xeriscape Garden 
in Schertz Magazine online 

Please see pages 5, 19 and page 29 in the Schertz Magazine online 
http://issuu.com/schertz/docs/1506web/1 
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Community Garden - Updates from Ann Odvody 
5/31 - The garden was sopping wet on Friday.  Even pulling weeds was not an option so Mary, Dale and 
I harvested blackberries, cucumbers, tomatoes and broccoli that just could not wait until Tuesday.  To-
mato plants are loaded with green tomatoes.  The blackberries are huge and the canes are covered with 
ripening fruit.  Forecast for next week looks drier.  Harvest for the week was 22 pounds 2 ounces.  Total 
for the year 880 pounds 14 ounces. 
6/10 - It appears summer has arrived.  By 10:30 a.m. it has begun to get hot when there is no early 
morning cloud cover.  Thanks so much to everyone who came out and worked.  It was good to see old 
friends and we also have four new teenage helpers volunteering with us.  We have removed all the broc-
coli and have planted corn and okra.  This is the latest we have tried planting corn, so we will see what 
happens.  We are getting good production from the green beans, tomatoes, and cucumbers.  The black-
berries have yielded 49 pounds 15 ounces this season.  That is a lot of cobblers.  I have been remiss in 
keeping you all updated, so here are the numbers for the last three workdays.  We harvested 205 pounds 
2 ounces and have a total of 1,086 pounds so far this year.  We continue our battle with the weeds...they 
loved the rain too.  Happy gardening! 
6/17 - Sure looked like rain.  We were not certain we could even get the harvesting done before we all 
got wet.  Everyone pitched in and we had some really dirty vegetables to wash up and then weigh.  We 
harvested 65 pounds 2 ounces, giving us 1,208 pounds 15 ounces for the year.  Tomatoes came in at 34 
pounds.  After several years of little success with Celebrity tomatoes, they are the star of the show right 
now.  Weather conditions do make all the difference.  It still looked like we could be getting very wet at 
any moment and we had been sprinkled on several times.  Next we picked an area that both the beds 
and the paths were in serious need of weeding.  Everyone pitched in and in about an hour and a half 
seven beds had been weeded and the paths between them.  I could swear the veggies in the beds were 
smiling.  It also created an empty bed that we planted with one of our favorite hot weather vegetables, 
Armenian cucumbers.  Thanks to all who came out and helped. 

GCMG Outreach 

Virginia Biggs is GCMG’s Out-
reach Chairman.  If anyone 
knows of a GCMG who needs a 
meal, please let her know  830-
560-1976. 

REMINDER 
If anyone needs a card from 
the organization for an illness 
or loss of a family member, 
contact: Welta Burris Secretary 
210-273-5025, or e-mail 
hwburris@ctxu.net. 

Newsletter Staff 
 
Editor - Elaine McIntyre 
Photographer - Marvin “T” Taylor 
Distribution - Doug Biggs 
Proof Reader - Bob Teweles 
Wandering Gardener - Marilyn Moltz 

Dr Ronald Edward Marcotte 

We have lost a great supporter of the GCMG.  A frequent contributor of gardening photographs, Ron 
Marcotte, Clara Mae's husband, passed away June 21st.  Link  to the obituary is  

http://www.palmermortuary.com/services.asp?locid=35&page=odetail&id=60746  
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Class 26 Tours 
Kitchen Pride Mushroom 

Farms 

Eight members of GCMG Class 26 and one 
spouse toured the Kitchen Pride Mushroom 
Farms (KPMF) facilities near Gonzalez June 23rd 
coming away with lots of new knowledge about 
how “shrooms” are grown, recipes for preparing 
mushrooms bought during the tour and some 
came home with mushroom compost to use in 
their gardening efforts. 

The group was welcomed by Greg McClain, plant 
manager, who then handed the group off to Cade Bailey, one of the company’s growers.  Bailey welcomed the 
group and led the 90-minute tour through the hi-tech plant answering questions along the way.  

Slightly more than 200 employees keep the plant going on a 24/7 basis annually.  Several different varieties of 
mushrooms are grown in the plant including:  Baby Bella, Portabella, Oyster and Shittake.  During the tour, Bailey 
referred to mushrooms primarily as “white” and “brown,” although there was one yellow variety.  

During the tour, gardeners were required to wear hair nets as well as nets for facial hair.  In addition, before  enter-
ing the various “growing rooms,” tour members were required to disinfect their shoes by stepping into a solution 
Bailey poured on the floor just outside each room.  Although KPMF has 65 growing rooms, the tour visited only a 
portion of those rooms and Bailey showed several steps in the mushroom growing process. 

Each growing room was sealable and climate controlled by a control box near each door.  Tour members were 
allowed to touch some of the growing matter in limited ways.  Harvesting was in process in some of the rooms and 
employees were following strict procedures selecting mushrooms ready to be packaged and sent immediately to 
customers.  Accompanying photographs show mushroom development at various stages including those ready for 
harvest. 

The accompanying group picture includes those who participated in the tour, including (l-r):  Bob Cox, Cade Bailey, 
tour director, Jerilyn Preston, Eileen Chandler, Mike Chandler, Karen Patterson, Ramona Cardona, Joanne 
Shanafelt, Laura Dylla and Treva Hicks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos and article by Bob Cox. 
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Big Red Barn 

School is out and harvest time is here. 
Despite the lack of cooperation from the 
weather (gardeners always complain 
about the weather – it’s in our handbook!) 
we have had great production from the 
garden this year. We have had lots of 
beans, cucumbers, tomatoes, etc. this 
spring. The tomato plants did so well that 
it was difficult to get in to actually pick 
them. The peach and plum trees have 
also been generous with their fruit – really 
great tasting fruit! 

The volunteers at the Big Red Barn have 
several interesting projects for this sum-
mer as we get ready for the fall garden. 
We have built a demonstration keyhole 

garden out of donated stone - well it’s mostly complete, but we have yet to fill it 
with compost and soil. We also plan to build a permanent demonstration square foot garden out of the 
same stone. Both projects will be great in showing the school tours both how to produce in a small space 
and something about the science of composting (keyhole). 

We are also solarizing parts of the garden to help control pests in the soil. The squash bugs have really 
been having a good time!  Based on information from the vegetable specialist class at A&M this seems 
like the best way to control them.  In addition, based on the same information, we will be trying a slightly 
different layout for part of the garden.  If it works well, we will expand it to the rest of the garden.  We will 
keep you posted on the progress of all of these projects as the summer proceeds. 

    Article and photos submitted by Kay McElveen 

Pumpkin Pie Crunch 
(served at May 2015 Meeting) by Virginia Biggs 

1 (16oz) can solid pack pumpkin   1 teas pumpkin pie spice 
1 (12oz) can evaporated milk    1 pkg yellow cake mix 
3 eggs      1 cup chopped pecans 
1 & 1/2 cups sugar     1 cup melted margarine 
Pinch of salt 

Heat oven to 350 degrees and grease the bottom of a 13x9 pan.    Combine pumpkin, 
evaporated milk, eggs, sugar, spice, and salt.  Pour into pan.  Sprinkle dry cake mix over 
pumpkin mix.   Top with pecans.  Drizzle margarine over the the  cake mix.   Bake  50-55 
minutes.   Cool and serve with cool whip. 
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June Volunteer Recognition Program 
 
24 Certified Master Gardeners qualified for the June Volunteer Recognition Program Drawing.  Having 
done so, all 24 also qualify for one entry into the $150 Annual Recognition Drawing. 

Members Reporting 5 or More Hours in May 2015 

 

Congratulations to Kathy Bennett our June winner.  As our June Volunteer, Kathy won a $20 gift certifi-
cate to Schulz Nursery. 

To qualify for the Monthly Volunteer Recognition Program drawing, Certified Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners must report a minimum of 5 volunteer and continuing education hours earned during the 
month in VMS by the last calendar day of the month.  Hours earned for attendance at the monthly 
GCMG Membership Meeting are not included in the minimum 5 hours, except those earned for meet-
ing setup.  Board members do not participate in the Volunteer Recognition Program. 

Don’t forget to earn and report your hours by 31 July 2015 to be eligible for the August Membership 
Drawing. 

    Submitted by Cindy Waechter 

June Volunteer Recognition Program 

  LASTNAME  FIRSTNAME      LASTNAME  FIRSTNAME  

1 Bennett Kathy   13 McElveen Kay 

2 Bowe Mary   14 McIntyre Elaine 

3 Cardona Ramonita   15 Micheli Hughlene 

4 Chandler Mike   16 Odvody Ann 

5 Cox Robert (Bob)   17 Odvody Dale 

6 Darrough Kim   18 Patterson Karen 

7 Friesenhahn Joyce   19 Preston Jerilyn 

8 Henry Beth   20 Schultze Pat 

9 Hughes Elizabeth (Betty)   21 Seale Iris 

10 Jones Peggy   22 Styblo Mary 

11 Knobles Janice   23 Turner Pam 

12 Lewicki John   24 Tyler-White Patricia 

We can complain because rose bushes 
have thorns, or rejoice because thorn 
bushes have roses. 

— Abraham Lincoln 
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What’s happening this week  
throughout the state with the  

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service? 
http://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/ 

Garden Tour for Potential Workers 

Guadalupe County Juvenile Services hosted a Career Expo for juveniles and adults on June 10, 2015 at 
their office at 1101 Elbel St in Schertz.  Master Gardeners Mary Bowe, Dale Odvody, and John Lewicki 
attended.  Mary and Dale discussed the opportunities in the community garden to learn gardening jargon 
and experience raising vegetables that could help them gain a job.  John discussed opportunities with 
Schertz Parks and Recreation at Gutierrez Xeriscape Park and Crescent Bend Nature Park.  Juvenile 
Probation Officer Mandi Jakubowski  indicated 12 juveniles and 5 adults attended and participated with 
the presenters in a lively discussion on making smart choices.  Mary and Dale led the participants on a 
tour of the community garden and pointed out we have exceeded 8 tons of fresh fruit and vegetables har-
vested in 4 and 1/2 years and all donated to local food banks.  (Photos and story by John Lewicki.) 

Mary and Dale discuss garden opportunities with 
a prospective volunteer. 

Mary and Dale lead a tour of the garden. 

July 16th  -  Fresh Spinach Day 
This is  our opportunity to put healthier food into our diets.  Popeye the 
Sailor is right.  Spinach is one of the healthiest foods you can eat.  It tastes 
good, and there are many recipes.  Many people turn up their nose to it, 
without even trying it.  The reason for eating fresh spinach, is the nutritional 
value is highest when it is fresh and uncooked.  Celebrate this day by intro-
ducing some fresh spinach to your meals today. 

Gardeners know that spinach is easy to grow.  And, it's hardy.  You can plant it as soon as the ground 
can be worked in the spring. 
We also celebrate this healthy vegetable on National Spinach Day which is March 26th.  Isn't it great that 
there are two days to celebrate this wonderful vegetable. 
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Texas Master Gardener Board of Directors 

Two Year Term - Dave Elder - Alternate - Marvin Borth 
One Year Term - Peggy Jones - Bob Teweles, Alternate 
Membership Outreach Committee - Virginia Biggs 

Speakers Bureau - Treva Hicks 

Guadalupe Co. Community Garden - Dale & Ann Odvody 

Master Gardener Office/Library - Betty Hughes 

Refreshment Coordinator - Treva Hicks 

Big Red Barn - Janice Knobles 

Gutierrez Xeriscape Garden - John Lewicki & Kim Darrough 

Historian - Sandy Foss 

2015 County Fair - Cindy Martin 

Ag Awareness Fair - Lo-Ra Dick 

Class 27 Coordinators - Kay McElveen & Mike Murley 

Christmas Tree Decorating - Betty Hughes 

Facebook Editor - Cynthia Leos 

Newsletter Editor - Elaine McIntyre 

Web Master - Bob Teweles 
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June Lunch and Learns    
Thursday June 4, the Lunch and Learn program was presented by Lo Ra Dick at the Seguin Extension 
Office.  Lo Ra gave a presentation on “How to Garden with your Kids or Grandkids”.  The program was 
on three different types of easy sustainable gardens that kids and adults can make and use.  Everyone 
who attended was able to take great information back to the different the children’s gardens that they are 
working with.  In addition there was a tour of the St James Jr Master Gardener Gardening on Asphalt 
gardens which were completed this year with the help of Lo Ra Dick. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Monday June 8 at the GVEC Community Room in Schertz, Liz Romero gave a program on “Dark and 
Dry Shade Gardening”.  Liz demonstrated different types of plants that will not only grow but also thrive in 
dark shady areas with little to no care or watering.  The program was well attended by members and 
some who attended were Comal County MGs who were very appreciative and said they were happy with 
the location and would come to future Lunch and Learn programs at the Schertz location. 

 Submitted by Treva Hicks, Education Committee Chairperson, Photos by Bob Cox. 
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Volunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer Opportunities    

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  
Volunteer Opportunities 

 
Every Monday the MG office/library is open from 8:30am-noon except for holidays.  Volunteers are al-
ways needed.  Contact  Betty Hughes. 830-401-4066 or e-mail ehughes5@satx.rr.com. 

Every Tuesday and Friday are work days at the Guadalupe County Community Garden.  Check with Ann     
Odvody (odvodyd@swbell.net 830-914-3593) for start hour and access at other times. 

Every Friday 9 am is a workday in the gardens at the Big Red Barn.  Check with Janice Knobles, 830-379-6193 
or e-mail jmknobles@yahoo.com for details. 

KWED Master Gardener Lawn and Garden Show is always looking for volunteers.  Contact Janet Grafe at 830-
639-4199 or e-mail to janetgrafe@hotmail.com. 

Plan Ahead for the County Fair 

Cindy Martin, Chair for the 2015 County Fair, encourages everyone to not only volunteer, but to ENTER! 

Plan Ahead - and - Plant Ahead 

Stepping Up to Keep GCMG Viable and Active 
Chairs and Co-chairs Needed 

Ag Awareness Fair (formally Ag Day for Kids), September, 3 days, Big Red Barn – Co-chairs 
needed with LoRa Dick (if not working). 

Pecan Fest Heritage Days,  Nov 19-20, - Chair/Co-chairs needed 

Ag Fair-Texas A&M AgriLife, October 27, 28, 29, Cibolo FFA Barn, - Chair/Co-chairs needed 

Christmas tree decorating, December, Seguin Square - Co-chair needed with Betty Hughes 

Volunteer Chair needed 

Community Garden Fair and Craft Show September 26  

Volunteers are needed for the Community Garden Fair and Craft Show September 26 from 10:00 AM - 
3:00 PM.  Mary Bowe is in charge of the fair and craft show.  Contact her at rwbowe46@aol.com or call 
210-317-6212.    Cynthia Lyssy will coordinate the raffle.  You can reach her at cmlyssy@prodigy.net or 
call 210-648-0517. 
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The Wandering GardenerThe Wandering GardenerThe Wandering GardenerThe Wandering Gardener       by Marilyn Moltzby Marilyn Moltzby Marilyn Moltzby Marilyn Moltz 

Fredericksburg, Stonewall and Johnson City Day Trip 

Need to get away from the endless weeding we have this year due to the rain?  How about taking a day 
trip on US 290 between Johnson City and Fredericksburg.  What is there you ask?  Hopefully something 
you would find interesting.  You can enjoy a scenic drive, browse antique stores, have a picnic outside 
LBJ Ranch at the large clean, well kept rest area, visit LBJ Ranch, buy peaches (which will still be avail-
able from the roadside stands thru mid-July), take a tour of a vineyard and visit their tasting room, visit 
the Wildseed Farms, and I can’t even begin to list the numerous shops and restaurants awaiting you if 
you care to venture into the town of Fredericksburg. 

The end of June I was in search of peaches and found lots of offerings along the side the road between 
Stonewall and Fredericksburg.  I also found I had time to visit the Wildseed Farms which I had not been 
to in many years.  I had forgotten how nice the walking trails are laid out and the butterfly garden which 
was full of blooming plants and fluttering butterflies.  Many of the fields (more than 1,000 cultivated acres 
and over 200 acres of wildflowers) had been recently planted, but the ones which were in bloom were 
very beautiful.  If you are interested in certain plants, their website has a current listing of flowers in 
bloom.  The gift shop was full of beautiful items for you and décor for your home.  The nursery had many 
plants available for sale in addition to the seeds which are always available. 

This area has much to offer and you can go many times during the year to find something new to see. 
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GARDENING EVENTS 

Texas Master Gardener Specialist Training - Entomology 
September 28 through October 2 

Montgomery County Extension Office, Conroe 
The training is designed to provide an in-depth exposure to the world of insects:  4.5 days of insect-
oriented field trips, lectures and hands-on insect collecting and photography. 
Montgomery County is not currently accepting applicants for the program, but for updates and further 
information see http://agrilife.org/insectspecialist/ 

 

National Children and Youth Garden Symposium 
July 9-11, 2015   -   Austin, Texas 

This exciting event is related to the Learn, Grow, Eat & Go  This conference is coordinated by the American Hor-
ticulture Society (AHS) and this year the International Junior Master Gardener (JMG) program will be a co-host 
for the conference.  For information contact Lisa Whttlesey, 703-768-5700 ext 121, or http://educationahs.org.  
The conference hotel is the Radisson Austin Downtown and the symposium has a special rate of $149.00 per 
night. 

Summer Camp for Kiddos, Grands, Nieces, Nephews 
Art in the Garden for Ages 5-8yrs 

Jul 16,  9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
3355 Cherry Ridge, Suite 208, S.A. 

Come join us for some summer fun!  Learn about plants, insects, and other garden life while creating art 
for your garden(s).  Cost: $20 per child.  For more information and to register email Ruby Zavala 
(Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu). 

Victoria County Master Gardener Association 2015 Summer Symposium 
Thursday, Jul 23, Victoria Educational Gardens, 283 Bachelor Dr., Victoria 

Victoria County Master Gardener Association will hold its 2015 Summer Symposium, July 23.  The event 
will be held starting at 8 a.m. with registration and conclude at 2 p.m. Speakers will be Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension horticulturist Dr H. Brent Pemberton, internationally known speaker Gaye Hammond 
and Texas Rose Society chairman Audrey McMurray. Registration is $25 at the door.  Early registration 
ends July 20 and is $20.  To obtain registration form go to vcmga.org. For more information telephone 
361-575-4581 
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INTERNET CLASSES 

IMPORTANT NOTE 

Although GCMG policy is that you may not take over 3 credits a calendar year for on line courses, the 
board voted that, in this instance, we can take an additional 2 CEU’s over and above the 3 CEU limit for 
on line courses for the Earthkind Drought Preparedness.  

It’s always helpful to see what’s new on the Aggie Horticulture Website 

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/ 

Fanick's Nursery Events 

September 5 - 10:30am - Noon.  Vegetables.  David Rodriguez from the Agrilife Extension Service will 
show you how to properly plant, grow and harvest your vegetables.  David has a ton of experience in 
gardening and would love to share his knowledge and passion for vegetables with you.  Seminar is free 
but any donation to the Children's garden is welcomed. 

Junior Master Gardener Summer Adult Training 
Learn Grow Eat and Go! Class 1 

July 28, 2015  San Antonio Botanical Gardens, 555 Funston,  Education Room 

This class is designed for teachers, educators, and volunteers in support of Youth Gardening.  Cost is 
$100.  Contact Ruby Zavala, RubyZavala@ag.tamu.edu.  Or   bexar-tx.tamu.edu/youth-gardens-
program/educators-resources/training-2/ , 210-467-6575. 

State Master Gardener -Texas Superstar Plant Specialist Training 
San Antonio Botanical Garden Educational Room. 555 Funston Place 

from Wednesday, September 16 – Friday, September 18 
 

Registration fee is $200 (includes 2 lunches, 1 dinner, snacks and other goodies).  Payment and applica-
tion must be received no later than September 9th.  $50 surcharge for cancellations after September 9th 
will be incurred.   
For more information contact David Rodriguez, Bexar County Extension Agent - Horticulturist 210-467-
6575 or dhrodriguez@ag.tamu.edu 

Lindheimer Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas 
The Lindheimer Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas will hold their monthly meeting on July 21, 
2015 at 7:00 PM at the GVTC Auditorium located at 36101 FM 3159, New Braunfels.  Ilse Meier from the 
Tonkawa NPSOT Chapter will be speaking on the subject of Plant Rescues.  The public is welcome.  For 
more information www.npsot.org/wp/lindheimer 
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Lunch and Learn Schedule 

 
Earth-Kind Water Conservation Workshop 
Sat, Jul 11 and Sat, Jul 25 from 8:30am to 12:30pm 

Bexar County Extension Office, 3355 Cherry Ridge St., Suite #208 

Come learn how to make your landscape look better and save water, all while having fun!!!  This two-part workshop 
is a great training for new homeowners and residents in the San Antonio area.  Fee:  $40.00 per person / $50 per 
couple.  Fee includes one set of the following materials per registration (individual or couple): Earth-Kind Land-
scape Management Book ($20 value); Rainwater Harvesting Manual ($4.50 value); Best of Texas landscape plant 
guide ($10 value); Sprinkler monitoring equipment ($18 value). Plus, real-world expert advice on landscape man-
agement. 

RSVP to Angel Torres, 210 467-6575, or matorres@ag.tamu.edu. Make check payable to Bexar County Master 
Gardeners. 

East (Guadalupe County) 

1st Thursdays 
AgriLife Extension Office 

210 East Live Oak St. 
Seguin 

West (Guadalupe County) 

2nd Mondays 
GVEC Community Room 
908 Curtis Street/Ave., 

 Schertz 

Jul 2  “Twenty Great Herbs for South Texas” 
Gail Johnson, Guadalupe County Master 

Jul 13  “Hello Invasives - Good-bye Texas” 
Nancy Masterson, Guadalupe County Master 

Aug 6  “Butterfly Gardens”, Judy Stanley, 
Guadalupe County Master Gardener 

Aug 10  “Butterfly Gardens”, Judy Stanley, 
 Guadalupe County Master Gardener 

Sep 3 “Drip Irrigation “ Jim Johnson, Guadalupe 
County Master Gardener 

Sept 14 “Garden with your Vegetables and Flow-
ers:”  Jones, Master Gardener 

Oct. 1  “Fall Bulbs” , Deedy Wright, Guadalupe 
County Master Gardener 

Oct 12 “Lawn Care”, Marvin Borth, Guadalupe 
County Master Gardener. 

  
  

 

 
Landscape Design School Series XXIV Course III 

George Bush Presidential Library and Museum, College Station 
September 21-22, 2015 

Registration will be $145 until September 1st and $165 thereafter.  Registration materials and questions contact 
Michelle Wehrnheim, 313-649-1067 or e-mail texaslandscapedesignschool@gmail.com 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesd

ay 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 

 

 

 

 

2 

LUNCH and 
LEARN-
Seguin 
 
 
O - FULL MOON 

3 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 9 AM 
 
 

 

4 

KWED Radio 
1580 AM 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9 a.m. 
 

 

5 

 
6 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
8:30-Noon 
 
 

7 
GCCG Workday 
 

8 9 

GCMG 
Board 
Meeting 

10 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 
 

11 
KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show  

 
 

12 

 
 

13 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 
LUNCH and 
LEARN-
Schertz 
 
 

14 

GCCG Workday 

 
 
 
 
 

 

15 16 

GCMG 
Membership 

Meeting 
 
 
 
� NEW MOON 

17 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 
 
 
 
 

18 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show . 

 

19 

 

 

20 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 

GCCG Workday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 23 
 

24 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 
 
 
 

 

25 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show  
 
 

26 

 

 

 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

27 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 

29 

GCCG Workday 
29 30 31 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 
 
 
O - FULL MOON 

 

GCCG - Guadalupe County 
Community Garden 
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org 830-379-1972 Ext 210 
Guadalupe County Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension  http://www.guadalupe-tx.tamu.edu/  830-379-1972 
Texas Master Gardeners  http://www.txmg.org 

 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc. 
210 East Live Oak St. 
Seguin, TX 78155 
 

 

July Meeting 
Thursday, July 16, 2015 - 7 PM 

AgriLIFE Extension Building 
210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, Tx 

Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination by the Master Gardeners is 
implied, and no endorsement by the Master Gardeners is implied.  
Educational programs conducted by the Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners and the Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension Service are open 
to all people without regard to race, color, sex, religion, national 
origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. 

Elaine McIntyre, Editor 
(tindo@gvec.net) 

GCMG Officers & Board of Directors 
Jose Contreras      President 
Bob Teweles      Past President 
Marvin Borth      President Elect 
Cynthia Lyssey      Vice President 
Welta Burris      Secretary 
Jim Johnson      Treasurer 
Treva Hicks      Education Chairman 
Dave Elder      Publication Chairman 
Open       Volunteer Chairman 
Cindy Waechter       Membership Chair 
Travis Franke         AgriLIFE Agent 
                Master Gardener Coordinator 

Extension Service 


