BY THE TEXAS MASTER GARDENER
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BY THE TEXAS MASTER GARDENER
Excerpted from December 2014 Submission

The Christmas cactus, an easy plant to grow, likes moist, well-drained soil. It doesn’t
like wet feet and will rot if kept too wet. Plants needs bright indirect light, and enjoy
being taken outside in a lightly shaded spot during the warm months. The arching
branches make the plant a wonderful specimen for hanging baskets.

Christmas cactus starts to set buds in the fall when the days begin to shorten and the
temperatures abate. Your cactus needs to be watched carefully during this time so
that you can bring it in if it gets too cold. When inside the cactus likes to be in a place
without drafts and has bright indirect light. My Christmas cactus is being stubborn and
will be blooming after the holidays like my amaryllis.

While | to claim to be a lazy gardener, in truth, organization and doing it right the first
time saves on time and labor. Each of us has only so much time to devote to the gar-
den. With that in mind, be sure that your garden isn’t too large. After all, gardening
should be a joy, not a chore.

Keep your tools in good repair and nearby. You never know when you might get the
gardening bug and your equipment should be easily accessible.

Take time to stroll through your garden every day. Use this time to reflect and enjoy
the changing beauty. Time spent in the garden on a daily basis will help you notice
problems while they are small enough to deal with. Mulching your garden is a sure
way to cut down on weeding and watering. It also helps prevent disease.

It is smart to plant low maintenance perennials and shrubs instead of annuals to con
serve water, fertilizer, and time. Use annuals as small pockets of color in the garden
or in containers. Forget fussy plants.

Don't try to do everything at one time - instead do a little every day.

Fall is the perfect time for a general clean-up, removing weeds and diseased plants.
A good clean-up in the fall ensures less work in the spring.

The husband and | had to do a little clean-up after wild weather a few weeks ago left
the lawn covered in ball moss and small limbs. | raked and the husband loaded the
wheelbarrow and hauled ten loads. You would think with all the moss on the ground
there wouldn’t be any left in the trees!

Happy Gardening, Gwen DeWitt - 358-9473 or 813-9936 (cell)
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The Blooms on the Old Chisholm Trail
April 16 -18.
Bell County Expo Center in Belton, TX
Please check http://txmg.org/2015tmgaconference/
or for all the details.
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September 6, 2014 — January 4, 2015
San Antonio Botanical Garden
F 9B A PH+&+++
51/ R D ( " & " ! C *
! & A?&A> D
1 &
" # &
51/ R &" " " &




>

1 7 # @ ,
=II mn 7 mn 5 1
7 " @+ # F 9+:?7& ,
"5 1 =" >+ A+ ,A+CC
?0
1
/% @) *>+ @:A,>?7@>%
1 @ F 6 & *>+ >B@,C:(
, @)
9&/ $1 1 F *>+,
C>o.AQ@ " O
@)
% % ! 01
%
& & [+&.3<
###M3 " F 9+ & 9+:? # ##M3
9 7 " 3,
! ( ;o (
! E & & 6 5
/ ( I F 9+:7?
7 ( AB:? 79?7>*& 7  JB*9A&
"5 1 / 1 5 / &
# ##M3 # 5,
1 # $#51#% 7 =1 9:&+++ 8
B&?++ 8 -
‘KA "< F *|+ + -,
8  >l++ " 4 |+ - ?B@&
= & " & n
A F
n & ,
7 = 1 & >+ A?
& 9+:A
1 ?.J:+
7 7 . )
/ # ##M3 F A #&




8
% /. % - -
3 3)-5 & & -, -
# ! " <
& n
= 4= 8740 7!
( FF &' # & 7
M7 "5 1 / &9+1 5 | # &#" i [#]
DF $ % = &*>+>+> AB:9
" #3$ %
$
2, - 1
Sat, Jan 3, Noon-1pm
Water Garden Gems, 3230 Bolton Rd, Marion
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Thu, Jan 8, 9am-Noon
Texas A&M AgriLife Ext Svc, 3355 Cherry Ridge, Suit e 208, San Antonio
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Sat, Jan 10, 10:30am to Noon
Milberger’s Landscape Nursery, 3920 N Loop 1604 E,
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Saturday, February 21, 2015 from 8:50 am - 4:30 pm
801 West San Antonio Street, New Braunfels
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Wednesday, January 14th from 6:30-8:30pm

Blue Star Brewing, The Blue Star Arts Complex, 1414  S. Alamo St, San Antonio
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Beauty in Simplicity
Wednesday, January 7, 2015, at 10 a.m

3310 N. New Braunfels @ Funston
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January 23 — 24, 2015, at the Holiday Inn Express (  Airport), 91 NE Loop 410
hosted by The San Antonio Rose Society

"3 )
" &
" IKK "K K31 X /37X 3X# =/ /5
4 4 3 M7 " "
& ! # " ,
" & "g "
$4 &1 &F 5 %&
( 4 S ! 8 ,
= 374 88
- I & " ' - -
, 3 & , & (
DD Y K I
7 - & 9:+,>:> >>B: @)
, &/ 9
: =&/. @&- >
A 3
- o, &, & , " &
H; 1w
& ;
7 " & 9
01 " O+:?
W; 18%; 1 %
5 i(#/

Tuesday January 13, 2014, 7:00 PM
St John’s Lutheran Church, FM 465, Marion, TX
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Tuesday, February 17, 24, and March 3, 2015 from 12 n - 3pm
San Antonio Garden Center, 3310 N. New Braunfels
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Sat, Jan 17, 9am to Noon
Fanick's Garden Center Inc., 1025 Holmgreen Rd, San  Antonio, TX
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February 23-24, 2015
George Bush Presidential Library and Museum, Colleg e Station, TX
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Monday, March 23 - Wednesday, March 25, 2015
San Antonio Botanical Garden 555 Funston Place, San  Antonio, TX
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12:30 pm May 7 - 12:00 Noon May 9, 2015

Tarrant County Master Gardeners — Ft. Worth, Texas
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DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS APRIL 1, 2015
It's always helpful to see what's new
on the Aggie Horticulture Website
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/
San Diego Zoo, San Diego, CA
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Extension Service
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Jose Contreras President 74= 874 -
Bob Teweles Past President (
Marvin Borth President Elect Y+ & $, #
Cynthia Lyssey Vice President
Welta Burris Secretary
Jim Johnson Treasurer

Penny Wallace Education Chairman
Dave Elder Publication Chairman
Laurie Brunell Volunteer Chairman
Cindy Waechter & Dave Elder
MG Training Co-Chairmen
Travis Franke AgriLIFE Agent
Master Gardener Coordinator




