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October 2014 

A monthly publication of the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners in 

cooperation with the Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension, Guadalupe County 

 

The Guadalupe Gardener 

President’s Corner 
The Finish Line 

October will be the zenith of our year of 
"Making A Difference".  As we saw at Septem-
ber's Membership Meeting, the October calen-
dar is packed with the Guadalupe County Fair, 
Arts and Crafts in the Community Garden, 
Cibolo Ag Days, Pecan Fest, and more Ag 
Days for Kids at the Big Red Barn Garden.  
These events are in addition to our continuing 
efforts in the Guadalupe County Community 
Garden, the Red Barn Garden, conducting 
Class 26 and our newsletter, website, and 
more. 
Altogether we will have about 120 opportuni-
ties for GCMGs to do what we do best - EDU-
CATE!  Whether you completed your volunteer 
requirements months ago, or still need hours 
to recertify next year, your special skills will be 
needed in October.  I ask that you read about 
our above mentioned October opportunities 
listed in this newsletter on pages 7, 13 & 14 
and call the project coordinators to volunteer 
as often as you are able to help. If you are 
called by a project coordinator who needs to 
fill a spot, please lean towards saying YES!  
We can take a well earned rest in November 
when we will concentrate on our on-going pro-
jects around the county. 
Speaking of volunteer hours for recertification, 
we will be accepting dues in October and No-
vember for 2015.  Cindy Waechter has ex-
plained what is needed to complete this proc-
ess on page 5.  If you have the hours and $20, 
we can help you through the rest of the proc-
ess at our Membership Meetings.  I hope to 
see you there. 
  Bob Teweles 

OCTOBER MEETING 
 

Thursday, October 16th, 2014 - 7:00 PM 
Guadalupe County Justice Center, 211 W. Court St. 

 
Food Forests: Perennial Forest Gardening Systems.  
Kirby Fry, Permaculture Design Specialist, member Aus-
tin Permaculture Guild, degree Natural Resource Con-
servation Texas A&M, Peace Corps, Agro-Forestry 

 
Social & Refreshments - 6:30 

Program -  7pm 
Followed by the Business Meeting  

Followed by Volunteer Recognition & Drawings 
 

Don’t forget your name tag 

Extension Service 

In This Issue 
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Association NewsAssociation NewsAssociation NewsAssociation News    

FUTURE PROGRAMS 

Nov. 20 - Nitrogen in the Landscape: Beyond Bluebonnets.  Dr. Kelly Lyons, asst. professor of biology at 
Trinity University, awarded a USDA grant to study links between invasive weeds and diverse native 
grasslands 

Dec 18 - Christmas/Holiday Social, Big Red Barn (see page10) 

Article submitted by Lisa Foss, Photo by Marvn “T” Taylor 

September Meeting Program 
The Nitty Gritty of Gardening: Soils, Water, and Plant Nutrients 

September’s meeting, “The Nitty Gritty of Gardening: Soils, Water, and Plant 
Nutrients", was presented by the dynamic Dr Tom Harris.  He reminded us that 
it all starts with the soil. 

Soil 

A perfect soil is 25% air, 5% organic material and 45% minerals; however, we 
don’t have that - we have caliche.  The physical properties of soil are color 
(indicates mineral and organic material present or absent), texture (sandy loam 
is best), structure, drainage, and soil depth.  Chemistry (minerals), biology (living 
portion of soil), and physics all combine to create a balanced soil.  Compost is 
Mother Nature’s way of fixing the soil. 

80-90% of problems we have with plants come from fungi, typically from too 
much water.  Air, water, and food are all needed for healthy plants.  The worst 
time to water is late in the afternoon becaused this promotes fungus growth - 
rule of thumb is you want plant leaves dry before dark. 

80-90% of plant roots are in the top 6-12” of soil. 

6.5 - 7.5 is the ideal pH; ours is 8 or higher.  pH of rain is 6.4 - pH of peat 3.5-4.5 
(great for blueberries). 

The best soil for starting seeds is a potting mix of 2 parts compost (hold moisture), 1 part peat moss or 
fine pine bark mulch (provides acidity) and 1 part perlite, vermiculite, or expanded shale (holds air).  You 
never want to fertilize seeds. 

Fertilizer 

The best fertilizer for our area is 3-1-2 or 4-1-2 ratio.  Numbers on the bag are % by weight so some math 
is involved in figuring out ratio.  The right ratio is more important than the brand name on the bag. 

Nutrient needs are different from plant to plant:..vegetables=high, shrubs=low, flowers=medium.  A gen-
eral rule of thumb for lawns is 1# N/1000 sq ft. 

If using organic fertilizer, remember the fertilizer has to decompose before the nutrients are released. 

Foliar sprays are best done in the cool of the morning.  The benefits are not long lasting, 1-2 days, and 
best considered a quick ‘pick me up’ for plants. 

Side dressing promotes rapid growth, especially in spring.  It is best used on vegetables during fruit bear-
ing time.  Not recommended for fruit trees. 
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REFRESHMENTS 
I want to thank Judith M. Johnson, Jennifer Wilson, Ruby Peeples, Gail Kiehn, and Betty Hughes for 
providing the wonderful refreshments and for helping set up for the meeting.  Submitted by Treva 
Hicks, Refreshment Volunteer Coordinator. 

Aha Moments from Class 26 Members 

All of the speakers have been wonderful.  The class I liked the best was on sex.  I mean plants having 
sex.  I mean propagating and pollinating.  Oh boy, I mean how you can actually take a leaf or a stem, 
transfer it into a pot and convince it to start growing on its own.  Like a little bird leaving home and grow-
ing on its own.  To learn that the inside of a tree is actually dead and only the few outside layers are 
alive.  This was very eye-opening.  Also to learn to never use weed and feed because you might kill more 
of the good grasses instead.  To have something growing in your garden as much as possible during the 
growing season in every part of your garden to have a good harvest.  And to make sure you follow the 
growing seasons for all vegetables and flowers in your area, because what grows in North, East, West 
and South Texas may not grow good at your home.  So keep an eye on where you buy seeds and plants 
to make sure they will grow in your yard.  Looking forward to getting the Texas Gardener magazine - and 
very much looking forward to the trip to Austin at the Lady Bird Wildflower Gardens.  
     Thank you.  Carol Suchan 

I am new to the area - from Arkansas and before that California.  I learned that Texas is different.  I need 
to pay attention to timing, soil, and climate because timing, soil and climate are also different in Texas.  I 
am also new to vegetable gardening having chosen flowers to grow in the past.  I have started a keyhole 
garden for my vegetables.  And the instructors reminded me that it's great to see things grow. 

     Kay McElveen 
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2015 Elections 
So far the following members have volunteered to run for a position:  President – 
Jose Contreras; President Elect – Marvin Borth;  Vice President – Cynthia Lyssy; 
and Treasurer - Jim Johnson.  The Secretary position is still open. 

It’s Time to Recertify and Pay Your 2015 Dues 

October is here and with it comes the opportunity to recertify as a Master Gardener for another year and 
pay your 2015 dues.  Why do we pay dues?  Dues pay for our administrative costs, the paper we use to 
print newsletters, postage for those members who do not have Internet capabilities, speaker costs and 
handouts at our membership meetings, etc.  Dues also pay for the State mandated three-year back-
ground check for our membership to support the Child Protection Act.  Dues and other money-making 
projects paid for our lap-top computer and speaker system for our monthly meeting. 

Chapter 6 of the Policies and Procedures Manual, approved by the voting membership in May 2014, re-
quires the following to recertify and pay your dues. 

Complete 12 hours of volunteer service 

Complete 6 hours of continuing education 

Report hours in the on-line Volunteer Management System (VMS) 

Complete and sign the annual Texas Master Gardener Volunteer Agreement 

If your background check expires in 2015, complete and sign the Volunteer Consent for Criminal 
Background History Check 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners will begin collecting 2015 dues at the October Membership Meet-
ing for those Certified Master Gardeners who have met their recertification requirements.  Please remem-
ber the Treasurer cannot accept your dues until you have reported the minimum hours required for 
re-certification in VMS, completed and signed your Texas Master Gardener Volunteer Agreement, and 
completed and signed your Volunteer Consent for Criminal Background History Check if it expires in 
2015. 

For Class 25 students:  If you certified in November/December 2013, to recertify for 2015, you must 
complete twelve (12) hours of volunteer service and six (6) hours of continuing education, report those 
hours in VMS not later than 31 Dec 2014, complete and sign the annual Texas Master Gardener Volun-
teer Agreement and pay your $20 dues.   If you certified in 2014, to recertify in 2015, you have met your 
volunteer and continuing hours requirement.  Once you complete and sign the annual Texas Master Gar-
dener Volunteer Agreement, you may pay your $20 dues at the October meeting, but must pay them not 
later than 31 Dec 2014.    Submitted by Cindy Waechter 

 
September Meeting Winners 

 
Class 26 member, Karen Patterson (pictured), won $18 in the 
50/50 raffle.  Eddie Johnston won the $10 nursery gift   certificate 
door prize.   Photo by Marvin “T” Taylor. 
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 September Volunteer Recognition Program 

65 Master Gardeners, almost half of the membership, have participated in the 2014 Program.  Of spe-
cial note, 4 members have been eligible for the drawing all 9 months:Joyce Briscoe, Joyce Friesen-
hahn, John Lewicki, and Elaine McIntyre.  Another 3 Master Gardeners have qualified 8 out of 9 
months:Mary Bowe, Cynthia Lyssy and Iris Seale.  Well done! 

29 Master Gardeners, 6 of whom were 2014 first time participants, qualified in the September Volun-
teer Recognition Program Drawing.  Congratulations to Bob Davis our September Volunteer Recogni-
tion Program Drawing recipient. As our September Volunteer Bob won a $20 nursery gift certificate.  In 
addition, four other names were drawn for entry into the year-end grand prize drawing for a $150 gift 
certificate.  They were Terri Virost, Cynthia Lyssy, Betty Hughes and Treva Hicks.  Thanks to all our 
volunteers for your hard work and effort. 

To qualify for the Monthly Volunteer Recognition Program drawing, Certified Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners must report a minimum of 5 volunteer and continuing education hours earned during the 
month in VMS by the last calendar day of the month.  Hours earned for attendance at the monthly 
GCMG Membership Meeting are not included in the minimum 5 hours, except those earned for meet-
ing setup.  Board members do not participate in the Volunteer Recognition Program. 

Don’t forget to earn and report your hours by 31 October 2014 to be eligible for the November Member-
ship Drawing. 

     Submitted by Cindy Waechter 

FALL BULBS LUNCH and LEARN 
If you wanted to know what are the best Fall flowering bulbs to plant in 
Schertz, Deedy Wright provided the answers at our second Lunch & Learn on 
Monday, September 15 at Schertz Library.  In a fact-packed hour, Deedy ex-
plained how to plant and care for a large number of bulbs that can enhance 
your garden.  It seems bulbs bloom in either the Spring or Fall.  Covering both 
seasons, Deedy shared the recommendations of Edna Ward Toland – a Bexar 
County Master Gardener.  Recommended Fall blooming species include Ox-
blood Lily, Crinum Lilies, Montbretia, Mexican Tuberose and some Spider Lil-

ies.  Deedy suggested the best places to obtain healthy bulbs for this area are local nurseries and sev-
eral internet bulb suppliers.  A good book for this area is Scott Ogden’s Garden Bulbs for the South.  
    Submitted by Bob Teweles, Photo by Treva Hicks 

 
Our second Lunch and Learn was well attended by 12 Master Gardeners, but we only had one non-MG 
and that was our President’s wife.  So we need to all start publicizing these wonderful programs to our 
friends and family. 

Gardening information is plentiful at the Lunch and Learns - and it’s FREE! 

GCMG Tee Shirts 

We have ordered 40 GCMG tee shirts which will be available by the County Fair. 

More info to follow through VMS email.  Stay tuned. 
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COME TO THE “FAIR & CRAFTS” SHOW IN SCHERTZ 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners are hosting a “Cooking in the Garden” Fair & Crafts event on Sat., 
Oct 18th from 9AM to 1PM.  The event is located behind the County Tax Office at 1101 Elbel Rd., in front 
of the Community Garden.  There is free admission and parking. 

Mary Bowe, event organizer, indicated the fair will be lots of fun and educational too.  There will be three 
Garden Workshops at the pavilion starting with the first at 9:30:  “Drip Irrigation” presented by Master 
Gardeners Dale Odvody and Vince Vita.  The second workshop at 10:30:  “Cooking with Fall Vegetables” 
with Master Gardener Denise Bonds will be followed at 11:30  by Dr Lori Stephens from Friendship Pet 
Hospital and Wellness Center and will cover “A Pet Friendly Environment – What’s Good/What’s Not”. 

Mary also indicated there will be lots of opportunity to spend your money as there will be 23 crafters with 
tables.  So bring your shopping bags, learn something new, buy something for your home or garden and 
have lots of fun.    Submitted by John Lewiki 

Plant Propagation Class Presented at the Community Garden 
 

Kathy Carroll spoke about plant propagation to a full pavilion at the Guadalupe County Community Gar-
den on Saturday, September 13th.  Demonstrating the basics of propagation by stem cuttings, simple 
division, and sowing wildflower seeds, Kathy enthusiastically shared her years of experience with plants.  
The audience was spellbound as she explained how to coax new roots from a stem using hormones, the 
proper soil media, and TLC.  Students learned how to sow seeds, re-pot the seedlings, and harden 
young plants before placing them outdoors in pots or in the ground.  After seeing how Kathy prepared a 
specimen, each attendee was able to prepare their own plants and take them home.  Questions asked by 
the attendees showed their interest in propagation and Kathy’s practical answers were much appreci-
ated. Treva Hicks, Sandy Foss, Betty Hughes and Judy Stanley helped with the hands-on portion of the 
class while Dale Odvody and John Lewicki provided support.  The Community Garden and the 20 by 16 
foot pavilion donated by Pulte homes was an excellent venue although the weather was a tad blustery! 

Article by Bob Teweles.  
Photos by Treva Hicks 
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Texas Master Gardener Board of Directors 

Two Year Term - Peggy Jones - Bob Teweles Alternate 
One Year Term - Dave Elder - Linda Bruno Alternate 
Membership Outreach Committee - Virginia Biggs 

Speakers Bureau - Treva Hicks 

Guadalupe Co. Community Garden - Dale & Ann Odvody 

JMG Program Coordinator - Lo-Ra Dick 

Master Gardener Office/Library - Betty Hughes 

AgriLife Building Workdays - Liz Romero 

Refreshment Coordinator - Treva Hicks 

Volunteer Chair Assistant -  Don Hilbert 

Big Red Barn - Janice Knobles 

Gutierrez Xeriscape Garden - John Lewicki & Kim Darrough 

Guadalupe County Fair - Cindy Martin & Karen Wallock 

Historian - Sandy Foss 

Class 26 Coordinator - Cindy Waechter & Dave Elder 

Facebook Editor - Linda Bruno 

Newsletter Editor - Elaine McIntyre 

Web Master - Randee Malmsten 
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Big Red Barn 
 

Molly, The Scarecrow 
the new addition to the Big Red Barn.garden  

 
Molly was created by joint cooperative efforts of Daryl and Mary Sty-
blo (pictured with Molly), and Donna Maske, all members of the Se-
guin Art League.  Mary is a Guadalupe County Master Gardener 
(class 23).  Pam Turner and Janice Knobles helped to get Molly 
situated in the garden. 
  Article & Photo submitted by Mary Styblo 
 

Thank you for creating Molly.  The children were admiring her this morning as the tours kicked off!  She 
adds to the garden and maybe she will keep the sparrows out for awhile.  Janice Knobles 

 
 

Another Workday 
at the 

GCMG Office/Library 

Photo by Cindy Martin 
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Community Garden - Updates from Ann Odvody 
8/30 - The morning began with some nice cloud cover and a light breeze to cool things off a little.  We 
had quite a few folks helping out with harvesting and weeding.  Both our black-eyed peas and the purple-
hulled summer peas are producing very well even in all this heat.  Cherry tomatoes are struggling, but 
still giving us several pounds of tomatoes a week.  There were also cantaloupe and watermelon to pick.  
There are several varieties of watermelon in the garden.  Sugar Baby and Charleston are our best pro-
ducers.  We also have a yellow one we are growing from seeds Mary brought back from New York.  The 
largest watermelon, a Charleston Grey, weighed in at 24 pounds.  The day’s harvest came to 121 
pounds 6 ounces, giving us 3,155 pounds 10 ounces for the year.  A special thanks to all of you, espe-
cially Mary, for the surprise.  It was fun.  If you have a few minutes this weekend, please do a rain dance.  
We sure do need the rain. 
9/6 - The mornings this week were overcast and had an occasional cooling breeze.  When the cloud 
cover leaves about 11 a.m., it gets hot in a hurry.  Parts of the garden are looking a little barren as we 
continue to remove summer plantings and get ready for fall crops.  Weeds are still growing, despite our 
lack of rain, so we have someone pulling and digging them out almost every workday.  We have had ex-
cellent results with the purple-hulled summer peas despite an early bout of aphids that we controlled by 
washing them off the plants with a strong stream of water.  Cantaloupe and watermelons have also pro-
duced well, but the champ for overall production has to be the Armenian cucumber. This week our har-
vests totaled 202 pounds 6 ounces, giving us 3,358 pounds for the year. 
9/14 - It was hot, but we got a lot done in the garden.  First planting of broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage and 
collards are in the ground.  Hopefully the cool spell we are currently enjoying will help them get their roots 
in the ground.  Large areas of weeds have been cleared, thanks to several willing volunteers.  We har-
vested 266 pounds 15 ounces of produce this week.  Total for this year is 3,624 pounds 15 ounces.  We 
will be planting mustard greens, radishes and several varieties of lettuce.  We sure could use some rain! 
9/23 - It was a beautiful morning in the garden, cool temperature with a slight breeze.  The plants looked 
happier, too.  The two inches of rain last week really helped the new transplants.  Over the last three 
work days we have planted broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, Chinese cabbage, collards, arugula, straw-
berry, and French breakfast radishes.  We still have not planted our lettuce, spinach, beets or celery.  All 
on our list of things to get done next week.  We have been weeding and cleaning up areas like the canta-
loupe patch.  The garden looks pretty good!  We are harvesting okra, eggplant, black-eyed peas, purple-
hulled peas, Chinese red noodle beans, green beans, peppers, Armenian cucumbers and a variety of 
peppers.  Over the last three work days we have harvested 114 pounds 12 ounces of produce, bringing 
us to 3,739 pounds 11 ounces.  Thanks to all of you who come out to help and we sure do miss those of 
you we have not seen in awhile.  Everyone is welcome to stop by and see the garden on Tuesday or Fri-
day mornings from about 8 to 11 a.m. 

We Love Discounts 

We've listed those who give discounts before:  Schultz, Gardenville, Maldonado's, Lowe's, New Earth, 
Thyme and Treasure, Fanicks.  Now Becker's Feed store in Seguin will give GCMG members a 10 per-
cent discount on their bagged compost, mulch, potting, and garden soils.  They stock New Earth prod-
ucts.  You have to present your membership card. 

If you know of others not listed, let me know and they'll be in the next Newsletter. 

      Elaine McIntyre, Editor 
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  PLEASE SAVE THIS DATE 

Guadalupe County Master Gardener 

Christmas Social 

Thursday, December 18, 2014 

The Big Red Barn, 390 Cordova Rd., Seguin 

6:30-9:00pm 

Turkey/Ham provided by Organization 

Sides – Deserts by members 

 

Anyone wishing to help please contact: 

Treva Hicks, hickslt@lycos.com 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all 
people without regard to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, ge-
netic information or veteran status. 

 

.  



11111111 

 

 

Getting Your Yard Ready for Winter 

Now that we are past most of the summer heat, it’s time to think about the end of the growing season for 
lawns.  If you have never had a soil test done, have one done.  Soil tests are recommended every 3 to 5 
years.  Springtime is best.  Know your soil. 

Water restrictions make it tough to get the needed inch a week on your lawn, but it can be done.  If you 
have a sprinkler system, water fewer minutes per zone but use more cycles during the time you are allot-
ted.  Early morning is best.  Know your water. 

As far as fertilizers go, less is more.  It is better to apply it lightly and more often, than to overdo it all at 
once.  Lawns should have gotten their last light dose of fertilizer by now.  Warm season grasses (St. 
Augustine, Zoysia, Bermuda) benefit from several light feedings throughout the growing season.  If you 
are going to fertilize, I do not recommend using “weed and feed”.  Use a light feeding of straight fertilizer 
in a 3-1-2 ratio.  Know your fertilizer. 

The use of herbicides should be a last resort.  I prefer to use cultural practices (water efficiently, fertilizer 
regularly, mow to the correct height).  Most weeds do not like healthy fertilized soil.  A winter weed is ex-
actly that -  a winter weed.  Why spray something that dies in the spring anyway.  If you must do some-
thing, you could apply a pre-emergent herbicide.  Know your weeds. 
 
I’m here to help.   Marvin Borth, Marvin.1968@yahoo.com, GCMG 

Monarch Butterflies 
If you are a gardener like me that loves to attract butterflies you may enjoy keeping up with the Monarch 
Butterflies.  Check out the website for the Texas Butterfly Ranch. 
http://texasbutterflyranch.com/2014/08/29/here-they-come-monarch-butterflies-headed-our-way-in-
promising-rebound-season/ 
Also Judy Barrett's September issue of Homegrown has a great article on the Monarch. The link to that is 
http://homegrowntexas.com/homegrown-texas-back-issues/ 
     Happy Gardening, Peggy Jones 

Subscribe or Renew and Add to the GCMG Treasury 
To all of you Texas Gardener subscribers (or those of you thinking about subscribing), Texas Gardener 
has invited the GCMG to join their Fundraising Program.  For each subscription that goes through us 
(and yes that includes renewals), the GCMG will be able to keep 25% in its treasury.  Instead of sending 
your renewal notice and payment to Texas Gardener, make your check payable to GCMG and send it 
with your mailing address to 210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, Tx 78155.  Give us your phone number too in case 
we have any questions and mark the envelope Texas Gardener subscription.  The GCMG will send the 
subscription on to the Texas Gardener for processing.  Rates are as follows:  1 year - $24.95; 2 year - 
$42.95; 3 year - $56.95.  Add an extra $10 on the one year renewal for the Annual Calendar.  You 
don’t have to be a Master Gardener to participate, so if you have friends that subscribe, tell them about 
the Fundraising Program.  NOTE RATE CORRECTIONS 
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Volunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer Opportunities    

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  
Volunteer Opportunities 

Every Monday the MG office/library is open from 9am-noon except for holidays. Volunteers are always 
needed.  Contact  Betty Hughes. 830-401-4066 or e-mail ehughes5@satx.rr.com. 

Every Tuesday and Friday are work days at the Guadalupe County Community Garden.  Check with Ann     
Odvody (odvodyd@swbell.net 830-914-3593) for start hour and access at other times. 

Every Friday 9 am is a workday in the gardens at the Big Red Barn.  Check with Janice Knobles, 830-379-6193 
or e-mail jmknobles@yahoo.com or details. 

KWED Master Gardener Lawn and Garden Show is always looking for volunteers.  Contact Janet Grafe at 830-
639-4199 or e-mail to janetgrafe@hotmail.com. 

Volunteers are needed to set up the chairs before each monthly meeting.  Contact Treva Hicks at 
hickslt@lycos.com 

GCMG Outreach 

Virginia Biggs is GCMG’s Out-
reach Chairman.  If anyone knows 
of a GCMG who needs a meal, 
please let her know  830-560-
1976. 

REMINDER 
If anyone needs a card from 
the organization for an illness 
or loss of a family member, 
contact  

Pat Schultze Secretary 
830-556-6751 

or e-mail clydepat6@aol.com. 

Newsletter Staff 
Editor - Elaine McIntyre 
Photographer - Marvin “T” Taylor 
Distribution - Doug Biggs 
Proof Reader - Patti Zgabay 
Wandering Gardener - Marilyn Moltz 

PLEASE REPORT YOUR HOURS 

USING THE NEW VMS 

 
Gutierrez Xeriscape Park Fall Maintenance Workday 

Saturday, October 4th 1300  Borgfeld Rd, Schertz 
 
Workdays are in conjunction with the Steele High School Key Club.  TOOLS: Bring wheelbarrows, prun-
ing tools, shovels, and rakes.  Contact John Lewicki, jamalew@att.net, (210) 290-9961 or Kimberly Dar-
rough kimdarr70855@yahoo.com (314) 799-3295 
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Guadalupe County Fair is coming soon 

 
The Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, in partnership with the Guadalupe County Agri-life Extension 
Office, manages the Horticulture Division of the Guadalupe County Fair each year.  This is an event 
where the GCMG group makes a valued contribution to the community each year. 
The Fair activities we are responsible for will run from Wednesday October  8 thru Sunday October 12.  
The Master Gardeners are responsible for: 

Set up the exhibit booths 

Conduct the entries and judging of the produce and field crops 

Provide educational sessions 

Interact with the public to promote sound practices and to inform them about the Master Gardener program 

Provide gift baskets to award winners 

Provide prizes for the raffle (garden tools and treasures) 

Conduct activities for children 

Breakdown and store materials from the exhibit booth 

The Fair Planning Team includes Dale and Ann Odvody, Karen Wallock, Betty Hughes and Cindy Martin.  
Our most esteemed Betty Hughes will be holding down the fort at the GCMG office each Monday for vol-
unteers to help with Fair preparation and is coordinating the children’s activities and the information/
seeds to give to visitors. 
Enter the competition!  
Adult Division: 
All exhibits must be raised in Texas and grown by exhibitor in 2014 only 

Exhibits will be accepted on Wednesday October 8th, from 2-8 p.m, and Thursday, October 9th from 
8-9 a.m.  

Enter 3 of the same item. 
Each exhibit must be accompanied by a completed entry form. Forms will be available at check-in.  
Entries may be picked up Sunday, Oct. 12, between the hours of 4-6 p.m. Any entry not picked up 

will be discarded. 
Youth Division 
Youth exhibits will judged and awarded under the same rules as the Adult entries. Youth ages 14 years 
and younger are eligible for Youth Division. 

Exhibits will be accepted on Wednesday October 8th, from 2-8 p.m, and Thursday, October 9th from 
8-9 a.m.  

Each exhibit must be accompanied by a completed entry form. Forms will be available at check-in.  
Provide 3 of the same thing 
Entries may be picked up Sunday, Oct. 12, between the hours of 4-6 p.m. Any entry not picked up 

will be discarded. 
We still need volunteers for evening shifts (5-9) on Friday October 10 and Saturday October 11. Addi-
tional help with breakdown on Sunday October 12. Please contact Karen Wallock to volunteer. karenwal-
lock@att.net 
If you have never volunteered for this event, you are missing out on a fun and low hassle event that is 
important to our mission of education and outreach. 

 

Hope to see you! 
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October Ag Days for Kids at the Big Red Barn 

October 13 to 17 and 20 to 24 
 

The Agricultural Heritage Center will be conducting classes for 4th graders from several counties identi-
cal to the classes given in September for Guadalupe Co. students.  Because these students are not from 
Guadalupe County, volunteers will be scheduled by coordinators from the Big Red Barn.  We encourage 
GCMGs to lead tours of our garden for these students and volunteer hours will be earned.  GCMGs able 
to help out should contact Martin Mueck at mjmueck08@gmail.com or 830-609-8838, or you may contact 
Bob Teweles and he will tell Martin that you are interested. 

 
Cibolo Ag Days 

28 to 30 October, 8 AM to 2:15 PM 
Toby Conner Ag Complex, Cibolo 

 
Cibolo Ag Days are similar to Ag Day for Kids at the Big Red Barn with 4th graders attending a day of 20-
minute classes on various subjects.  Cibolo ISD doesn't participate in the Big Red Barn Ag Days.  Since 
we don't have a garden to tour at Toby Conner Complex, we will need twelve volunteer teachers to pre-
sent classes on Square Foot Gardening for this event.  We have demonstration kits on square foot gar-
dening and a script for the presentations.  Lo-Ra Dick will be project coordinator for our classes.  Lo-Ra 
will offer a 45 minute class on Square Foot Gardening presentations at 2:30 on Wednesday, October 
22nd, at First Presbyterian Church (this will immediately follow the Class 26 class).  We would like to 
schedule two presenters each day from 8 AM to 11:30 and two presenters from 11 AM to 2:15 PM.  
Lunches will be provided.  Those GCMGs who can volunteer for one of these times should contact Lo-Ra 
Dick at 830-303-2359 or at lorawdick@yahoo.com. 

 
Pecan Fest 

25 October, 10 AM to 6 PM 
Agricultural Heritage and Education Center (Big Red Barn) 

 
Pecan Fest is an annual event held in several Seguin venues.  The GCMGs will conduct tours of our gar-
den and answer questions.  Unlike our Ag Days for Kids garden tours, these tours are open to everyone, 
adults and youth.  There is no specific script or learning objective, just showing people what we are grow-
ing and explaining gardening techniques.  We would like to have two Master Gardener volunteers for 2 
1/2 hours starting at 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM, 1:30 PM and 3:30 PM.  We don't have a project coordinator yet, 
so contact Bob Teweles at 210-289-9997 or rteweles@att.net if you will be able to give garden tours or 
would like to be our coordinator. 



15151515 

 

 

GARDENING EVENTS 

Inviting All Gardeners!!! 
2014 Southern Region Master Gardener Conference 

October 21 – 24, 2014 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Baton Rouge, LA 

Sponsored by: East Baton Rouge Master Gardener Association, LSU AgCenter, 
Louisiana Master Gardener Program   For information and registration, go to 
www.southernregionmgconf2014.com 

Trip to 4 M Ranch, Sonora, TX 
Oct 17-19 (Fri-Sun) 

The SA Cactus & Xerophyte Society has organized a trip to 4M Ranch in Sonora, Tx.  Enjoy a cactus 
hunt, driftwood, rocks, Indian artifacts, hiking, wonderful plant & wildlife photography, shooting range (Sat 
after lunch).  $120 fee includes 5 meals and lodging.  50% deposit required by 13 Oct.  For more infor-
mation, contact Claude H Townsend at 210-655-8959, or email:  ctownsend@satx.rr.com 

2014 Comal Master Gardener 
Educational/Scholarship Fundraising Auction and Chili Supper 

Monday October 20 GVTC Auditorium 
4:00 PM-Doors open, 5:30 PM-Silent auction, 6:30 PM-Live auction.  Needed are donations of good 
quality new or used items.  Registration and donation forms are online at www.txmg.org/comal/  RSVP 
using the online form for family and friends that will attend the auction to insure that plenty of chili is avail-
able for everyone!  For questions or additional information or to volunteer contact Gene and Clare Carni-
com at carnicom@gmail.com. 

Geezer Gardens 
Geezer Gardens is now open to the public and welcomes all to come and garden.  Their above ground 
and table height beds are equipped with a state of art irrigation system, allowing gardening at your con-
venience.  Beds for the Fall Season are available for $35-$45 a month.  Call Stan Winchester. 210 241-
6017 or Regina Celis, 210 744-1168 for an appointment to take a tour and check out the facilities at 4949 
North Stahl Park, San Antonio  

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center Fall Plant Sale & Gardening Festival 
Oct 11-12 (Sat-Sun) 9am-5pm 

Visit Austin and the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center Fall Plant Sale & Gardening Festival at 4801 
La Crosse Avenue and choose from nearly 300 species of Texas native plants.  The event also features 
artists and authors signing their works in the store, guided walks and talks and tips for your garden from 
experts and kids activities.  Admission $9 adults, $7 seniors and students, $4 UT faculty, staff or students 
with identification, $3 children 5 through 12, members and children under 5 free.  Call (512) 232-0100 or 
visit http://www.wildflower.org/plantsale/ 
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GCMG Class 26 

Members are invited to attend Class 26 classes at no cost. We ask that you sit in the back of the class.  
We ask students to limit questions to those applicable to the class in general.  Specific questions re-
garding your landscape should be discussed with the instructor during breaks, giving priority to stu-
dents. 

Please take advantage of these opportunities for continuing education and consider them a benefit of 
membership.  Classes run from 10:00AM until 2:30PM at the First Presbyterian Church in Seguin, 305 
N. King Street.  Please make your own arrangements for lunch. 

1 Oct 2014 -Cindy Meredith -Herbs, Peppers, and Vinegars -How to Spice Up Your Landscape 

8 Oct 2014 - Greta Schuster, Ph.D. - How to Evaluate Plant Health & Diagnose Problems in Your 
Landscape 

15 Oct 2014 - Gail Johnson - How to Incorporate Composting into Your Environment 

22 Oct 2014 - Jose Contreras - How to Be Firewise in Your Landscape Design 

29 Oct 2014 - Liz Romero - How to Harvest, Store and Re-use Rain; Dave Elder - How to Make and 
Install a Rain Barrel for Your Home; Jim Johnson - How to Make Your Own Drip Irrigation System 

5 Nov 2014 - Molly Keck - Insects, Bugs & Integrated Pest Management - How to Tell the Good Guys 
from Bad…And Do Less Harm 

12 Nov 2014 - Dr Larry Stein - How to Produce Your Own Fruits and Nuts at Home 

19 Nov 2014 - Nancy Masterson - How to Select, Plant, And/Or Nurture Trees in Your Guadalupe 
County Landscape 

3 Dec 2014 - Meredith O’Reilly - How to Garden for Wildlife; Marty Ruona - How to Add Xeriscapes to 
Your Landscape    Submitted by Cindy Waechter 

Grooming and Propagating Roses 
Monday, October 13th at 7 pm 

San Antonio Garden Center 3310 N New Braunfels @ Funston 

 San Antonio Rose Society meeting program “Grooming and Propagating Roses” will be presented by 
Rosarians Murray Warner, Ginger Hodges, Ed Bradley and Dave Koch.  They will in turn share their 
knowledge on propagating roses via cuttings and grafting; along with techniques to enter our upcoming 
rose show.  Free and open to the public.  For more information go to www.sarosesociety.org 

“Fall Rose Show & Growing Roses Seminar Saturday 
October 25th 

The San Antonio Rose Society will hold their Fall Rose Show and Seminar at the San Antonio Garden 
Center 3310 N. New Braunfels @ Funston from 1-4 pm.  It is free and open to the public.  See over 300 
entries of roses and artistic floral designs.  At 2 pm there will be a seminar on "Growing Roses". 
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MG Greenhouse Specialist Training 
Oct 9-11(Thu-Sat) 

Victoria Educational Garden Pavilion, 283 Bachelor Dr. Victoria 

The class will focus on the hobby greenhouse.  Fee: $225.00 per person; includes one (1) lunch, two (2) 
dinners, snacks and other goodies, and training materials; payment and application must be received by 
Wed, Oct 1, 2014.  Visit http://txmg.org/event/greenhouse-management-specialist-training-victoria-
county/ for details and registration. 

Master Gardener Specialist – Plant Propagation 
Friday and Saturday, October 17th and 18th 

Texas AgriLife Extension Service, Montgomery County, Conroe 
 

Registration fee: $200 per person (includes dinner(1), lunch(1), snacks, drinks, propagation equipment, 
and resource materials distributed during the course).  For more information, contact Kim Bartholet, Vol-
unteer Coordinator, 936.539.7824 or kbartholet@ag.tamu.edu. 

Backyard Gardening Series - Home Aquaponics 
Tuesday, Oct 21st, 6:30pm 

3355 Cherry Ridge, San Antonio 

Steven Sumrow from Aquaponic Systems USA,. will give a  two-hour presentation, about how to create 
your own Home Aquaponics to grow plants and vegetables in a water environment along with aquatic 
fish.  Aquaponics is a system of aquaculture in which the waste produced by farmed fish or other 
aquatic animals supplies nutrients for plants grown hydroponically, which in turn purify the water.  No 
chemicals or soil needed, thanks to its automatic recirculating system.  Aquaponics does not require 
much monitoring or measuring.  Fee: $10.  RSVP to Angel Torres at 210 467-6575 or mator-
res@ag.tamu.edu 

Master Gardener Vegetable Specialist 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Bexar County 

Tuesday, November 4 – Thursday, November 6 

Master Gardener Vegetable Specialist course will include high quality training combined with hands-on 
experience. 

Course Location: San Antonio Botanical Garden Educational Room, 555 Funston, San Antonio.  Phone 
Number: 210-207-3250 

Cost:  Registration fee of $250.00 per person includes 2 lunches, snacks and drinks, direct access to 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service County Extension Agent – Horticulture, jump drive with over 1200 
files including power point presentations from training, pocket loupe for insect ID and all required materi-
als and supplies. 

For more information, contact David Rodriguez, Extension Horticulturist, 210-467-6575 or dhrodri-
guez@ag.tamu.edu 
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Native Plant Society of Texas 
Guadalupe County (Schertz-Seguin) Chapter 

 
“Saving Texas Wildlife” 

Judit Green, Urban Wildlife Biologist, will present "Wildlife Conservation Issues in Texas -  What Does 
the Future Hold?"  New diseases, climate change, urbanization, poor land use, energy production, and 
shrinking funding all threaten our state's wildlife.  The conservation community must work to assure a 
solid future for the wildlife of our great state. 

Tuesday October 14, 2014, 7:00 PM 
St John’s Lutheran Church, FM 465, Marion, TX 

Meetings are open to the public.  Visitors are welcome.  There is a plant/seed exchange and greeting at 
6:30 PM followed by the program at 7:00 PM.   For more information, directions or membership applica-
tions see our website at: http:/www./npsot.org/wp/guadalupe/ 

The purpose of the Native Plant Society of Texas is to promote research, conservation and use of native 
plants and habitats through education, outreach and example. 

Texas Water Star Program Earth-Kind® Landscape School 
Oct 4 & 18 from 8:30am to Noon 

3355 Cherry Ridge, Suite 208, San Antonio 

A Four-Part Series for four Saturdays.  Topics for remaining classes: 
Oct 4, Proper Uses of Plant Nutrition and Pest Management. 
Oct 18, Wildscaping, Rain Gardens and Yard Waste Reduction. 

At the end of each class there will be question-and-answer sessions.  Registration fee: $60 for all four 
sessions (or $100 for a same household couple) or $20 per session.  RSVP, registration & fee due Aug 
27.  Contact Angel Torres, (210) 467-6575 or matorres@ag.tamu.edu. 

"Essentials of Gardening Class" 
Gardening Volunteers of South Texas 

Monday, October 20 - Session 1: 12:15 PM - Filling in Landscapes with Fabulous Herbs, 
                 Session 2: 1:30 PM - Keyhole Gardens 
Free and Open to the Public.  $5.00 donation appreciated to help cover expenses.  For more details visit 
GVST Website at www.gardeningvolunteers.org 

"hot" weather topics 
Oct. 1st at 10 am 

San Antonio Garden Center Clubs will meet Wednesday, Oct. 1st at 10 am at 3310 N. New Braunfels @ 
Funston.  Program will feature KSAT 12 television meteorologist Katie Vossler, who will share some of 
her weather-news experiences and explore the controversy over today's "hot" weather topics: global 
warming, climate change, extreme drought, etc.  Join us for coffee at 9:30; meetings are free and open to 
the public.  For more information call (210) 824-9981. 
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SMALL ACREAGE HORTICULTURAL CROPS PROGRAMS 
Food Safety for the Small Acreage Producer - October 16, - 8:30 a.m. - 12 noon 

Business Planning - December 11 - 8:30 a.m. - 12 noon 

Programs to be held at the Texas Agricultural Education and Heritage Center located at 390 Cordova Rd 
in Seguin.  For additional information please contact the Texas AgriLife Extension Service at 830-379-
1972.  The cost of the program will be $25 for all sessions or $10 per session, whichever you prefer. 

Floral Design Classes at SA Garden Center 

Tues – Oct 21, 28, & Nov. 4 from 12n-3pm 

Learn how to design your own floral arrangements in these hands-on classes.  Instructor is Melissa 
White of Botanika.  Fresh flowers, greenery, and containers to take home a finished project each week.  
Classes held at SA Garden Center, 3310 N New Braunfels, SA 78209.  Tuition: $75, make check pay-
able to SA Garden Center.  Further information at www.sanantoniogardencenter.org or call 210-824-
9981. 

Growing Herbs Workshop 
Oct 20 (Mon) 1:30-3:30 p.m 

Held at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, 3355 Cherry Ridge Dr., Suite 208, San Antonio, the 
Growing Herbs Workshop will discuss what herbs grow best in Central Texas, how to use them in cook-
ing & in other ways.  Presenter is Don Crites, Master Gardener, & Master Wellness volunteer.  $10 per 
person.  To register call, Annette (210) 467-6575  

Rainbow Gardens Thousand Oaks Seminars 
October 4, 10 AM, Perez Beekeeping 

October 18, 10 AM, Kids Garden Club - Butterflies and Caterpillars, Oh My! 
Call (210) 494-6131 

 

Fanick's Garden Center 
October 11, 10:30 - Noon How to Make an Aquaponic Garden 

Register in advance by calling 210-648-1303 or by email: Fanicks@aol.com  Cost:  Free 
 

Shades of Green 
October 4, Fall Maintenance 

October 11, Water Conscious Landscape Trends 
October 18, Orchids 

October 25, Cool Weather Annuals 
November 1, Wintertime Containers 

All Saturday seminars begin at 9:45 am.  Coffee is on by 9. 
 

San Antonio Botanical Garden 

October 25, 2014, 10 am - 2 pm,  BOOtanica Fall Festival and Plant Sale 
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It’s always helpful to see what’s new 

on the Aggie Horticulture Website 

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/ 

Texas Fruit Conference: October 6th & 7th; Hilton Garden Inn, College Station, Texas. 
The program will incorporate a pomegranate variety tasting session and crops covered this year include 
olives, pears, citrus and peaches, among others.  Dr. Arlie Powell, retired Extension Specialist from Au-
burn University, will be a special out-of-state speaker.  Look for registration information at: http://
agriliferegister.tamu.edu/. 

Texas High Tunnel Conference: October 8th; Hilton Garden Inn, College Station, 
Texas. Dr. Russ Wallace will be convening the second state high tunnel conference to review crop op-
portunities and management of seasonal high tunnels in Texas.  Registration is combined with Texas 
Fruit Conference online site at http://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/ beginning in early July. 

For questions about the Fruit and High Tunnel Conferences, including exhibiting opportunities, contact: 
Monte Nesbitt, 979-862-1218; mlnesbitt@tamu.edu or Russ Wallace, 806-746-6101; rwwal-
lace@ag.tamu.edu 

Antique Rose Emporium - Brenham 
26th Annual Fall Festival of Roses 

October 31 to November 2, 2014 
https://www.antiqueroseemporium.com 

Beekeeping Basics 
October 17 8:30-3:30 - Bexar County Extension Office 

October 18, 9 am - 2pm - Adkins Field Day 

Cost $50.  Make checks payable to Bexar County Master Gardeners.  For more information, please con-
tact Molly Keck at 2101-467-6575 or mekeck@ag.tamu.edu 

Watersaver Landscape Design School 
Nov 1 (Sat) 9am-1pm 

The Gardening Volunteers of South Texas (GVST) will present a Watersaver Landscape Design School 
at Barshop Jewish Community Center, 12500 NW Military Hwy, San Antonio.  $25 Individuals or $40 
Households of 2 People.  For more information & registration form, call: 210-251-8101.  The Design 
School is composed of four presentations: Elements of Watersaver Landscapes Landscape; Design 
Ideas; Plant Selection; and Drip Irrigation.  The fee includes Educational Materials:  Best of Texas Land-
scape & Plant Guide; Texas Native & Adapted Plants; San Antonio Landscape Care Guide; CD of the 
Book DIY Drip Irrigation; plus: One-on-One Design Idea Consultations.  Prior to class day, you’ll receive 
graph paper to draw your yard. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 
GCCG Workday 
8 AM 
 
 
Red Barn 9 AM 

4 
KWED Radio 
1580 AM 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9 a.m. 
 
Guiterrez Park 
Fall Maint. 

5 6 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
8:30 - Noon 

7 
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O - FULL MOON 
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29 
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30 
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31 
 
 

Halloween 

 

GCCG - Guadalupe County 
Community Garden 



22222222 

 

 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org 830-379-1972 Ext 210 
Guadalupe County Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension  http://www.guadalupe-tx.tamu.edu/  830-379-1972 
Texas Master Gardeners  http://www.txmg.org 

 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc. 
210 East Live Oak St. 
Seguin, TX 78155 
 

 

September Meeting 
 

Thursday, September 18th, 2014 - 7:00 PM 
Guadalupe County Justice Center 

211 W. Court St., Seguin 
 

Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination by the Master Gardeners is 
implied, and no endorsement by the Master Gardeners is implied.  
Educational programs conducted by the Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners and the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open 
to all people without regard to race, color, sex, religion, national 
origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. 

 

Elaine McIntyre, Editor 
(elaine@tindomorgans.com) 

GCMG Officers & Board of Directors 
Bob Teweles      President 
Peggy Jones      Past President 
Jose Contreras      President Elect 
Ellen Laubham      Vice President 
Pat Schultze      Secretary 
Cindy Waechter      Treasurer 
Penny Wallace      Education Chairman 
Dave Elder      Publication Chairman 
Laurie Brunell      Volunteer Chairman 
Cindy Waechter & Dave Elder          
      MG Training Co-Chairmen 
Travis Franke         AgriLIFE Agent 
                Master Gardener Coordinator 

Extension Service 


