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The Guadalupe Gardener 

  THAT TIME OF YEAR 

The election of 2013 Guadalupe 
County Master Gardener officers will 
occur at the November 15 member-
ship meeting.  Any certified member 
interested in the positions of Presi-

dent-Elect, Vice–President, Secretary or Treasurer, 
please contact the Nominating Committee Chairman, 
Gail Johnson.  President-Elect, Peggy Jones will be 
the President for next year.  Additional nominations 
may be made from the floor provided written consent 
has been obtained from the said nominees and  
nominees for office must be active members in good 
standing. 

Helen Griffith, 2012 County Fair Horticulture Chair, 
displayed exceptional organizational skills and dedi-
cation in putting together an outstanding group of vol-
unteers for a resounding successful event at the an-
nual Guadalupe County Fair (see pages 10 & 11).  
Helen, on behalf of the membership, a job well done 
by you and your worker bees. 

The reporting of volunteer and education hours for 
certification this year is pale in comparison to last 
year.  As of October 22, the membership has re-
ported 7,011, compared to last year’s total hours of 
over 12,000 hours.  Quit procrastinating and move 
forward. 

A parting note:  The passing of George Ammermann 
not only left a void in the Master Gardener commu-
nity, but in our hearts as well.  He was the consum-
mate educator and mentor (see page 4). 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH:  LIFE IS A 
GREAT BIG CANVAS;  THROW ALL THE 
PAINT ON IT YOU CAN.          Danny Kaye 

          Bob Davis, President  

November Meeting 
November 15, 2012 - 7:00 PM 
 
 

PROGRAM -   
Nov 15 - Junior Master Gardener program by 
 Lo Ra Dick 
 

 

Don’t forget your name tag - and your plants 
for the plant exchange table! 

Extension Service 

REPORT 
      YOUR 
       HOURS 
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Association NewsAssociation NewsAssociation NewsAssociation News    
Guadalupe County Master Gardener October Meeting 

Peaches by Cliff Caskey 
 

Cliff Caskey, from Caskey Orchards in 
San Marcus spoke at the October 
meeting for the Guadalupe County 
Master Gardeners on growing 
peaches.  Cliff and his wife specialize 
in tree ripened fruits and provide them 
to farmer’s markets in the area 
throughout the summer months. 

Briefly, Cliff spoke about growing 
peaches on clay soil successfully.  He 
reported the need for good drainage, 
sometimes using terraced hillsides and 
always heavy mulching.  Cliff stressed 
not planting the tree too deep; use the 
soil line on the tree as a guide. He 
uses Holford root stock for his grafted 

trees and has many varieties of trees that will produce fruit over the summer.  Trees in the San Marcus 
area need 400-650 hours of chill during the winter months (32-45 degree temperatures). 

He uses bare root stock where all the new growth has been pruned at planting time and a square hole to 
prevent the roots from girdling.  He prunes the tree late in the spring after the last frost and stresses the 
need to thin the fruit to at least 8 inches apart to ensure large fruit. 

Cliff shared pruning techniques, uses of herbicides, need for soil testing, placement of trees in an orchard 
and compost tea for fertilization.   Article & photo submitted by Sandy Foss 

FUTURE PROGRAMS 

Dec 14 - Christmas Social 

Jan 17 - Proper Tree Trimming.  Paul Johnson will be the presenter.  Paul is a member of the Texas 
A&M Forest Service.  Paul is an International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Board Certified Master Arbor-
ist and Municipal Specialist.  He serves as V.P. of the Texas Chapter of ISA and has been elected to the 
ISA Board of Directors. 

Feb 21 - Drip Irrigation for Raised Bed Gardening.   Ron Csehil will be the presenter.  Ron is a mem-
ber of Gardening Volunteers of South Texas, 2012 Board Member of GVST, and a Bexar County Master 
Gardener. 

Mar 21 - The Role of the Bumble Bee in Nature.  The presenter will be Michael Warriner.  Michael is a 
member of Texas Parks and Wildlife. 
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  

 
Christmas Social 
 

        Friday, December 14, 2012 
                     6:30 pm 
 
Where: First Presbyterian Church 

  305 N. King, Seguin 
 

WhoWhoWhoWho: Members and Spouse/Guest 
 

WhatWhatWhatWhat: Pot Luck Dinner – Turkey/Baked Ham 
   provided by GCMG 
 

  Please bring appetizers, side dishes, salads, vegetables, desserts or bread/rolls 
 

WhyWhyWhyWhy: Mix and mingle with fellow gardeners 
 
 

We will be collecting nonperishable food for the 

Christian Cupboard, and unwrapped toys for the 

Blue Santa program if you wish to contribute. 

 
     Help will be needed with set up and clean up. 
 

                 Please contact Peggy Jones at 210 649-4002 or pljones@swbell.net  
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MEMORIES OF GEORGE 
 

Liz Romero 
 
When I moved to Seguin in 2000, I only knew a few people.  One of my first priorities was to transfer my 
MG membership from Fort Bend County to Guadalupe County.  George was President of GCMG at that 
time.  He welcomed me, took care of my transfer and instantly became my friend.  A couple of years 
later, he asked Terri Loe and me to assume responsibility for coordinating Class 14.  I was terrified; I had 
a real fear of any form of public speaking.  George mentored and reassured me through that first 
class.  His encouragement helped me to grow and mature as a person and enabled me to contribute 
more to our “community of friends”. 
 
In 2007 I went to Menard with Fred and George to attend the Rainwater Harvesting Specialist Train-
ing.  The classes were outstanding.  All three of us were changed by the experience.  I will never look at 
a cloud, raindrop, rooftop, barrel or cistern in the same way.  We were truly inspired and eager to share 
what we had learned.  The times we spent together speaking to groups and MG classes are especially 
precious to me now that Fred and George are  both gone.  For the second time, George was a part of my 
growth as a person and MG. 
 
 
Linda Bruno 
 
Both Joe and I took the class with Liz as Class Coordinator, although at different times.  So thanks to 
George, we got to know Liz and now count her as a good friend.  Specific incidents that stand out with 
George – the first time I was chairman of the County Fair, I told him I wanted to set a theme and add 
some new things to what we were doing.  His comment was “don’t be disappointed if it doesn’t happen 
like you want it to.””  After the Fair that year, I got a grin when I said “Well, what do you think?”  It was all 
uphill from there.  Yes, uphill. 
 
George had specific ideas about how things should be done and occasionally I could change his mind. 
He said it was the old German in him.  I think that old German made his neck and ears turn red when he 
got angry.  You couldn’t tell by his tone unless you really knew him but you could sure see the signs.  I 
made him angry a few times and we would discuss the situation.  It was never personal; it was just a dif-
ference of opinion.  We worked a lot of projects together, argued but at the end of the day, we were still 
friends. 
 
The last year, after his heart surgery, we’d be in a board meeting and I’d respond to a comment.  Then 
I’d look at him and think, my goodness, I’m channeling George.  He wouldn’t say anything, just give me a 
little smile and I’d know that he agreed. 
 
One thing I deeply respect about George Ammermann – he walked the walk.   A cliché - but a truth.  He 
had ideas and he put himself out there to make them happen.  It is hard to believe that I will never have 
another discussion with him, never be able to tease him in the middle of a meeting, never have him reach 
down to hug me again. 
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Class 24 - Propagation Workshop—A picture is worth 1,000 words 

Photos by 
Betty Hughes 

A wonderful lunch and also a continental 
breakfast was provided to the students and 
volunteers for the propagation class. 
The ladies in the picture to the left were the 
food ladies who provided both lunch and 
breakfast.  A big thank you for their scrump-
tious food from the class and the volunteers! 
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Class 24 October 18 Meeting Presentations 

At the Oct 10 class we had two speakers.  The prime presenter was David Rodriquez who is the Extension Horti-
culturist with TX A&M AgriLife Ext Service in San Antonio.  He spoke on Earth-Kind Landscaping and the 4 P’s:  
planning, preparation, purchasing and planting/proper maintenance.  He readdressed and reiterated several areas 
previous speakers had covered; he did speak on Texas superstar plants which was a topic of great interest to the 
class and provided some good-to-know websites and area nurseries.  In the same class Lo-Ra Dick gave a 
thought-provoking talk on the Jr Master Gardener program -- good ideas for volunteering and getting into the work-
ing end for the future.   

The Oct 17 class was on Herbs, Heirlooms and Hot Peppers brought to us by Cindy Meredith of the Herb Cottage 
in Hallettsville.  She had tables of herbs and seeds for us to view and buy at the breaks and lunch time.  A Terrific 
(with capital T) speaker with handouts on growing all the common herbs for TX and their companions.  There were 
recipes, hints for cooking, preserving and harvesting—not only herbs but wonderful peppers.  Cindy was vibrant 
and so open to presenting ideas and answering questions and more.  We’ll have to try her herb butter and herb 
vinegar and oils. 

Because of rain on Sat, Sep 29, the class on Making Compost in Backyards has been rescheduled for early morn-
ing of Wed, Oct 30 .  Linda Bruno will present.  So those GCMG members who’d like to also attend, put that day 
on your schedule and talk to Jose for more details.   

We received our class background checks this month and in addition to previously approved volunteer areas, a 
few weeks ago several tables were set up and manned by Helen Griffith, Carol Calentine, Treva Hicks and other 
Master Gardeners.  Class members all had many opportunities to sign up for the County Fair, Ag Fair/Red Barn, 
JMG with Lo-Ra Dick and IrisSeale, water fairs, Pecan Fest, Schertz Community Garden and other activities.  We 
all are attempting to get certified by graduation or as soon as possible for class members especially those who 
work or have fewer chances to volunteer during the day.  The class recognizes this will be a challenge. 

Our class had done some discussions on a class representation having looked at the cowboy/girl boot from last 
year.  One of our talented ladies, Patricia Watkins, designed, cut tiles and imbedded them on a clay pot with “24” 
and “GCMG.”  Truly an awesome object presented on behalf of the class to Jose Contreras to demonstrate our 
class uniqueness.  Thanks, Patricia.   

We all wish to thank our sponsors,  Master Gardener class assistants,  assistant class coordinators (Cindy 
Waechter and Romelia Escamilla) and most importantly the class coordinator who is so key to our success (Jose 
Contreras).  And lastly, thanks to all the talented Master Gardeners at our volunteer sites who give so much to us.  
      Pam Turner, Class 24 

 

I signed up for Master Gardener's selfishly - I wanted to improve my landscape and just learn new things about 
plants and gardens in general.  I've found I'm already sharing information with friends and family:  my son-in-law 
now knows not to use Weed 'n Feed, and my son knows to find a Lacey Oak for his backyard!  I have also met an 
amazing group of people and have a new circle of friends! 

Our September 26th session was led by Deedy Wright who showed us an amazing set of slides with many native 
plants.  She had a hand-out for us to make notes that matched up plant information with the slide photos.  I loved 
seeing such beauty using "smart" planting. 

Our October 3rd speaker was Greta Shuster from Texas A&M Kingsville.  Her topic was Plant Health and she en-
hanced her presentation with microscopes set up for us to see some of the "perpetrators" during our lunch 
break.  We heard many new terms (at least I did!), learned about the disease triangle and had an excellent hand-
out on chemicals to use. 

Each of our speakers could talk for the whole semester - they have so much information!  Thankfully, we receive 
hand-outs to help us remember and to be resources for us in the future. Karen Wallock, Class 24 
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Refreshments: 
 

I want to thank all the members who brought the great refreshments to the October 18th meeting.  They 
were Toni Guiles, Teri Virost, Ramonita Cardona, Beth Zies, and Betty Hughes. 
The members who have signed up to bring refreshments to the November 15, 2012 meeting are Pat 
Schultze, Marilyn Moltz, Petty Jones, and Judy Stanley.  Thank you all for your help with the refresh-
ments. 
   Sincerely, Treva Hicks, Refreshment Volunteer Coordinator. 

Join the Master Gardeners Every Saturday on the Radio!!!! 
 
October 2012 guests on the KWED Lawn & Garden Show were: 

  Larry Taylor, Master Gardener 
 Jeany Siltmann, 2nd Vice President, Guadalupe County Fair & Rodeo Asso-
 ciation 
  Carol Calentine, Master Gardener 
  Deedy Wright, Master Gardener 
  Bob Grafe, as always, our masterful emcee! 

From the Bexar County Master Gardeners Board 
 
With deep sadness we would like to inform you that Randy Harrison has passed away as a result 
of the car accident which also claimed the life of Lorraine Harrison.  Both Lorraine and Randy 
were in class 55 and became very active in master gardening from the moment they joined the 
class.  Please keep their family members in your thoughts and prayers. 

Subscribe or Renew and Add to the GCMG Treasury 
To all of you Texas Gardener subscribers (or those of you thinking about subscribing), Texas Gardener 
has invited the GCMG to join their Fundraising Program.  For each subscription that goes through us 
(and yes that includes renewals), the GCMG will be able to keep 25% in its treasury.  Instead of sending 
your renewal notice and payment to Texas Gardener, make your check payable to GCMG and send it 
with your mailing address to 210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, Tx 78155.  Give us your phone number too in case 
we have any questions and mark the envelope Texas Gardener subscription.  The GCMG will send the 
subscription on to the Texas Gardener for processing.  Rates are as follows:  1 year - $24.95; 2 year - 
$42.95; 3 year - $53.95.  Add an extra $8 on the one year renewal for the Annual Calendar.  You don’t 
have to be a Master Gardener to participate, so if you have friends that subscribe, tell them about the 
Fundraising Program.  Any questions?  Email jlbruno@gvec.net 

The Guadalupe County Master Gardener Association 
Is a 

VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION 
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San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo (SASS&R) 

Its coming up on that time of year again.  GCMG has been helping Bexar Co. MGs with the SASS&R for 
many years now.  Initially we helped them man the MG booth by answering gardening questions and 
selling the rodeo tomato and other plants.  Then about 8 or 9 years ago, we began helping with the con-
struction of the display booths and tear-down afterwards.  This year GCMG contributed almost 500 vol-
unteer hours in support of BCMG.  In return for this support, BCMG gave us a $1,000 donation for the 
Guadalupe County Community Garden.  As in this year, we will have to have new notarized liability re-
lease statements before we can work.  I'll work that issue with BCMG, but any GCMG members who are 
notaries, please raise your hands. 

For your planning, here is the schedule for 2013 

Jan 22 - we move parts and equipment into the Texas Experience building.  This may last one 
day or several days depending on the equipment the stock show committee makes available to 
us 

Jan 28 - we officially start construction.  Start time is 8:00 am and we usually break by 3:30 pm 
to get home before rush hour traffic.  You do not have to sign up, just show up.  We prefer bat-
tery powered tools so we do not have power cords strung out everywhere.  If you don't have bat-
tery powered tools, don't worry about it.  There are plenty there, but be sure to write or etch your 
name on your tools.  One tool looks like another and don't forget to bring your battery 
charger.  Parking is free and a free lunch will be served daily.  Driving instructions will be pro-
vided later. 

Feb. 6 - Final day of construction 

Feb. 7 - The SASS&R begins at 12:00 (noon) 

Feb. 24 - The SASS&R ends at 6:00 pm. 

Feb. 25 - 27 - we tear down and store what it took us three weeks to build. 

Just a little more background.  During the actual SASS&R we will need three types of volunteers - those 
who work the Master Gardener booth, those who help with the children programs, and greeters/
counters.  Certified Master Gardeners, interns, and students work the MG booth.  If you get asked a 
question you don't know the answer to, someone else in the booth usually does.  If not, take down the 
name of the person, contact information, and the question.  Someone from BCMG will get back with them 
with the answer.  Master Gardeners, interns, and students work with the 4H and Bexar County Texas 
Agrilife Extension Service on such things as the scavenger hunt, teaching kids how to plant seeds or 
transplant plants, etc.  Master Gardeners, interns, students, and their spouses or significant other work 
as greeters/counters by welcoming visitors coming through the door and using a mechanical clicker to 
count them.  When you work these positions, parking is free, you get free shuttle service to the building, 
free admission to the grounds and free snacks in the break room.  And best of all, you earn volunteer 
hours in an enclosed environment without having to crawl around in the dirt.  Such a deal! 

Emergency Alert Program 
For residents of Guadalupe, Bexar, and Comal counties, there is now an emergency alert program that 
will notify you on your cell phone if there is an emergency close to where you live.   Go to http://
saoemprepare.com/AlertSA.aspx to sign up.  There is no charge other than the standard fees you would 
receive on your cell phone. 
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Board Nominations 
 
We still need a nomination for President-
Elect as well as directors to Texas MG As-
sociation.  Also nominations will be taken 
from the floor at the November meeting.   
Be part of the future of the Guadalupe 
County Master Gardeners.  Contact Gail 
Johnson, 830-491-1996, Liz Romero, 830-
372-3106, or Helen Griffith, 210-598-9406. 

September Meeting 
Jeri Preston won the $14 raffle and 
Pam Turner won the $10 gift certificate. 

Speakers Bureau 
 

September 15, 2012 Bob Davis spoke on the KEWD Radio with Bob Grafe about Fire Wise Landscap-
ing. 

October 13, 2012 Iris Seale with the help of some Master Gardener Students had an information booth 
at the La Vernia HEB information fair.  Iris gave presentations on Junior Master Gardening.  They had 
20 people stop by their booth to listen and get information. 

October 13, 2012 Kathy Carroll gave a presentation at the Fall Planning, Planting, and Protecting 
meeting of the Buffalo Crossing Subdivision in Cibolo.  Kathy had 12 people attend. 

October 16, 2012 Betty Hughes gave a demonstration to the Nogales Garden Club on making Christ-
mas Ornaments out of natural materials.  Betty had 16 members participate. 
 

A note to the Speakers:  I want to thank you for all your time and hard work that goes in to each 
and every presentation .  If you have any photos taken at your presentations and want to share them 
with the other master gardeners, please send them to me. 
   Treva Hicks, Speakers Bureau Coordinator, hickslt@lycos.com 

REMINDER 
If anyone needs a card from the 

organization for an illness or loss of a family 
member, contact  

Gail Johnson, Secretary, 830-491-1996 

or e-mail gailpjohnson@earthlink.net . 

Members in Service 
Texas Master Gardener Board of Directors 

Two Year Term - George Ammermann; Linda Bruno, Alternate 
One Year Term - Gail Johnson; Jim Johnson, Alternate 

Project Evaluation Committee 
Gillian Siemens, Barbara Gettig, Janice Knobles 

Membership Outreach Committee - Virginia Biggs 

Speakers Bureau - Treva Hicks 

Guadalupe Co. Community Garden Operating Committee 
Linda Bruno, Holly Christian 

JMG Program Coordinator - Lo-Ra Dick 
Master Gardener Office/Library - Betty Hughes 

AgriLife Building Workdays - Liz Romero 

New Member Support - Bob Teweles 

Hours Reporting - Dale & Ann Odvody 

Notification - Dale Odvody & Beth Zies 

Refreshment Coordinator - Treva Hicks 

Guadalupe  County Fair - Helen Griffith 

Historian - Gloria Saenz 

WebSite Photo Album - Jerilyn Preston 

Class 23 & 24 Coordinator - Jose Antonio Contreras 

Newsletter Editor - Elaine McIntyre 

Web Master - Randee Malmsten 
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Guadalupe County Fair  

I want to thank everyone who gave their time and energy to making the 2012 Horticulture Division a 
beautiful and successful event.  Pat Schultze, Mary Styblo and Joyce Freisenhahn decorated the space 
in a lovely fall motif.  Witten Harris made a four foot by eight foot, cedar raised bed and Janelle Hanne-
mann decorated the rain barrel in a Texas sunset behind a wind mill.  These items were raffled and our 
visitors loved them.  This year the Horticulture Division paid its expenses and made $228 profit.  Thank 
you Witten and Janelle.  Jeri Doyle’s basket creations for the eight division winners and the two Grand 
and Reserve Grand Champions were works of art.  Their display added a wonderful festive air and a 
lovely focal point for our visitors.  Thank you Jeri for your creativity in making the gift baskets so beautiful. 

Our gift basket sponsors were:  Whole Foods, Gifts and Gourmet in Seguin, Baker Creek Heirloom 
Seeds, Cactus Margarita jelly, GCMG, and Gretchen Bee Ranch.  Please thank our sponsors with visits 
and purchases. 

As always Dale and Ann Odvody were there to oversee the set-up and to get all of us novices confident 
in the registration of exhibitor entries.  We couldn’t have done it without their expertise and infinite pa-
tience. 

Members of Class 24 worked behind the scenes for five weeks, coming to the office to copy, make sign-
age, sort and package seeds and a myriad of other necessary tasks.  They laid the foundation for the 
success we experienced. 

Members of Class 24 also went above and beyond the call of duty to staff every shift at the fair.  Their 
confidence, courtesy and devotion made this year’s Horticulture Division not only possible but beautiful.  
Without them there would have been many a shift without hosts for our visitors.  I can’t thank all of them 
enough. 

The addition of the Youth Division saw a good turn-out with the children bringing in their vegetables, pe-
cans, gourds, nuts and home products.  The Guadalupe County Fair Association was very generous and 
provided four plaques for the Adult and Youth Grand and Reserve Grand Champions.  Our very own 
Ellen Laubhan took the top honor in the Adult Division as Grand Champion.  Congratulations Ellen. 

I am so grateful for all of the help I received and the quality of that help.  The annual Horticulture Division 
at the Guadalupe County Fair is OUR showcase for volunteerism, creativity and resourcefulness.  Every-
one who helped owns a part of the success we made of this project. 

Again, my thanks to all of you.  I could not have managed any of it without you.  Thank you so much, 

     Helen Griffith, 2012 Horticulture Chair. 

 

 
Note from Dale Odvody.  I noticed the one person not recognized was Helen herself.  As part of the 
planning committee, set-up crew, and sign-in and judging crew, Ann and I applaud Helen for her out-
standing hard work.  Please give her the Kudos she deserved and maybe we can con her into doing it 
again next year. 
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GUADALUPE COUNTY FAIR 

 
Preparing in the Office  

                                      AT THE FAIR 

Horticulture Winners 
Adult Overall Grand Champion - Ellen Laubhan -Garden Crops - Bell Pepper 
Adult Overall Reserve Grand Champion - Debbie Parsons - Field Crops - Milo 

Youth Overall Grand Champion- Hannah Nickel - Garden Crops - Serrano Pepper 
Youth Overall Reserve Grand Champion - Isaak Wolfshol- Home Products 

Photos by Betty Hughes 
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GUADALUPE COUNTY COMMUNITY GARDEN 

Let’s talk about the Guadalupe County Community Garden.  By now all of you know that it is at the back 
of the County Annex Building in Schertz, at FM 3009 and Elbel Road, close to FM 78. 

The use of the county property for this Garden was first approved in March, 2009.  Installation of fence, 
water lines and the other required amenities started in July, 2009.  The Garden has continued to grow 
from there. 

It is wonderful that this year the Garden volunteers have raised and harvested close to a ton and a half of 
food which has been donated to the local food bank.  That fact helps when we are asking others for 
monetary support.  But that is not the purpose of the Garden.  The Garden is there so we can show oth-
ers how to grow, what to do, demonstrate different methods, plants and even make mistakes so that oth-
ers can learn.  

It’s time to seriously discuss and decide where we are going and how we are going to get there. 

A planning meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 1st starting at 6:00 p.m. at the Marion Commu-
nity Library, Bulldog Lane, next to the High School in Marion.  That’s off the street behind Shultz Nurs-
ery.  If you are interested in the Community Garden, please come. 

Some of what we are going to discuss: 
volunteers for gardening work days educational events for next year 
fund raising   email lists for Garden friends 
advertising    priorities for spending our funds 
best way to accomplish the GCMG mission 

This Garden has such amazing potential.  But we need input; we need opinions; and volunteers to help in 
every aspect of what we do. 

If you can attend, please let me know.  We are not asking for a volunteer commitment although there are 
some long term opportunities here.  For this meeting, we are just asking you to come and participate in 
our planning. 

A side note for the GCMG students - yes, the meeting does count as volunteer time.  

Questions?  Email me, Linda Bruno,  at jlbruno@gvec.net or call me at 210-363-8380. 

Photos from the Garden - THE FOOD BANK AND I MEASURED THE CUCUMBER AT 18 
INCHES AND THE WATERMELON WAS 18 LBS.  Ann Odvody  (Photos by Mary Bowe) 
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Guadalupe County Community Garden - Updates from Ann Odvody 
10/2 - I have not been in the garden since 20 Sep, but others have been busy weeding, harvesting, stak-
ing plants and all the other chores that go with maintaining a garden.  The harvest numbers are as fol-
lows: on 20 Sep 33 pounds 4 ounces, on 24 Sep 43 pounds 9 ounces, on 27 Sep 30 pounds 6ounces, 
and on 1 Oct 52 pounds 5 ounces.  Mary harvested all 52 pounds 5 ounces on Monday by herself! 
and delivered them to the food bank!  Total for the year is 2,721 pounds 1 ounce. Hope to see you 
Thursday. 
10/4 - We had new volunteers in the garden this morning, Jim and Joanne Rand.  They helped Dale and 
Terri with the harvesting and we sure do appreciate the help.  Since Mary did such an excellent job of 
harvesting on Monday, totals for today were light.  Mary, your corn picked today came in at 5 
pounds.  Recent rains made for very unhappy watermelons, but that's okay as we really needed the 
rain.   Harvest for today was 35 pounds 5 ounces.  For the year it is 2,756 pounds 6 ounces. 
10/8 - Little nippy out in the garden today.  Terri and I harvested for a couple of hours.  We had one red 
tomato and lots of radishes.  W have a lot of little butternut squash, but they are not ready to be har-
vested yet. The produce picked today weighed in at 23 pounds 2 ounces, giving us a total for the year of 
2,779 pounds 8 ounces. 
10/11 - Another interesting morning in the garden!  Pam (Class 24), Mary and Terri harvested, cleared 
out the corn bed.  We got collard greens and Chinese cabbage planted when along came our 10% 
chance of rain.  It was a real down pour.  We were soaked, the ground was soaked and the parking lot 
was flooded so we quit for the day.  Today we harvested 12 pounds 12 ounces of produce, bringing us 
up to a total of  2,792 pounds 4ounces for the year.  The fall crops we planted several weeks ago are 
doing well and seem to love the passing showers.   Still have quite a few plants to get in Saturday and I 
hope a couple of guys will show up to help Dale get the lettuce bed finished..I am ready to plant!   
10/15 - Nice and cool pit this morning, so we got right to work without complaining about the weather 
first.  We all helped with the harvesting.  Mary and Terri planted bunching onions and Chinese cabbage 
while Dale hauled wheelbarrows to our new standing bed.  We put in the drip system and planted it with 
lettuces, spinach, and celery.  There were a lot of grinning old folks while planting that bed.  Linda, 
please budget for at least two more!  They will be great for anything it is tedious to harvest bending over 
( bush beans!).  Mary took pictures and we will get them out on Facebook soon.  The harvest for today 
was 21 pounds 5 ounces.  The total for the year is 2,813 pounds 9 ounces.  
10/22 - Well here I am playing catch up once again.  Nice in the garden this morning.  Terri, Holly, Dale 
and I harvested and then harvested some more (we missed you Mary!).  Here is how we stand produc-
tion wise.  Last Thursday, 18 Oct 2012, 48 pounds 15 ounces was harvested.  Today we brought in 51 
pounds 6 ounces, of which 24 pounds was okra.  Our total so far this year is 2,913 pounds 14 ounces 
10/25 - A beautiful morning to be in the garden.  Janice, Pat (Class 24) and I harvested and weeded.  We 
picked 18 pounds 13 ounces of produce.  The total so far this year is 2,932 pounds 11 ounces.  Okra 
looks terrible but is still producing so will keep it a little longer.  Onions will be planted where the okra is 
when onion sets are available.  Cabbage is forming heads.  We are beginning to harvest Butternut 
squash, as well as zucchini and yellow crookneck.  Contender green beans (bush type) are producing 
about 5 gallon bags of beans a week..not bad for 12 plants.  Hope you can join us soon. 
10/29 - It was brisk out this morning!  Mary, Holly, Dale and I harvested 65 pounds 1 ounce of pro-
duce.  The total for the year is 2,997 pounds 12 ounces.  We also did a little weeding and planted more 
spinach and red cabbage.  The salad greens in our stand up bed are doing very well and we should be 
able to do some light harvesting next Thursday.  Because the weather is getting colder, we are 
going back to our winter start time of 9:00 am.  This will be effective Thursday, 1 Nov 
2012. 
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Propagating Roses   by Peggy Jones 

 

Supplies:  One Gallon Pots  Plant Markers/Pencil 
  Pruners    Knife & Scissors 
  Rooting Hormone Powder Potting Soil & Perlite 
  Coffee Filters  Wet Floral Foam 
  Clear Soda Bottles with bottom cut off (2 or 3 Liter) 
 
     Roses may be propagated at any time of year but it seems that the best time of year is late fall. 
The following is a technique taught by my mentor, Ed Bradley from the San Antonio Rose Soci-
ety. 
     Cuttings - The easiest part of the rose to root is the tip of stems that have recently bloomed.  Ideally, 
these tips have withered flowers.  The stems should be just slightly smaller than a pencil and 6-8” long. 
Remove spent flowers and cut from the parent plant with a 45 degree angle.  Keep stems in water till 
planted. 
      Cut Floral Foam to a small rectangle about 2 – 3”.  Drop it in a bowl of water.  It will sink when it has 
absorbed enough water.  Floral foam is sterile, bacteria free.  
     Fill one gallon pot with potting soil that is mixed with perlite.  Use about 1/3 Perlite, 2/3 Potting Soil. 
Note that the one gallon pot works best.  As the cutting grows you can just keep it in the same pot. If you 
use something smaller and then transfer it you risk damaging the tender roots. 
      Trim cutting next.  Remove the leaves from the bottom of the cutting, but leave as many leaves as 
possible near the top.  The leaves are necessary for food and hormone production while the rooting 
takes place.  Three sets of leaves are good.  
     (Some propagation techniques suggest cutting the leaves in half.  This destroys the cell structure; the 
leaves turn brown and fall off. ) 
     Remove thorns and make a new 45 degree cut about an inch below a bud eye. 
     Next make a cut near the bottom of the stem to expose the cambium layer.  This is the layer of tissue 
just below the outer surface bark where the rooting will take place.  Just lightly scrape the outer layer. 
This cut should be ½” to 1” in length from the bottom of the cutting. The cutting should end up 5-8”.  
     Make a pilot hole in the floral foam with your cutting. 
     Dip cutting in water. Then dip the stem into a small amount of rooting hormone powder that you have 
poured into a coffee filter.  
     Put stem into the pilot hole in the wet floral foam. 
     Plant foam and stem into the potting soil in the one gallon pot. 
     Write name of rose on plant marker and the date.  Add to pot. 
     Place clear soda bottle over the cutting, creating a terrarium.  Be sure the leaves are not touching the 
plastic it can burn the leaf when it gets hot. 
     Place your potted cutting in semi shade.  Do not place in direct sunlight. 
     Keep moist but not overly so.  Water every other day. 
     A term called damping off may occur when bacteria gets into the pot from too much moisture.  If the 
stem and leaves start to turn yellow, it is dying.  Try another cutting.  
     Follow these propagation tips and your rose cuttings should root quite well. The length of time it takes 
them to root is determined by a lot of factors, such as the variety of the rose, and the temperature of the 
soil and the air. 
     Do not fertilize at all for 3 months. Then use a liquid fertilizer well diluted. 
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Volunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer Opportunities    

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  

Volunteer Opportunities November & December 
 
Date and Time: November 5th 1-2:30pm.  Project: Water Fair. 
Location: Rose Garden Elementary, 406 North Boulevard, Universal City.  Project Chair:  Matt Miranda, county 
extension 4-H Agent, mjmiranda@ag.tamu.edu 830-303-3889.  Project Description:  Need 4 Volunteers.  All shifts 
will have an Extension agent to assist volunteers.  All supplies will be provided by the Extension Office. 
 
Date and Times: November 8 & 9 8:30am-3pm.  Project: Guadalupe County Ag Fair/Cibolo. 
Location Cibolo FFA Barn, off Schlather Lane, Toby Conner Ag Complex, Cibolo.  Project Chair:  Matt Miranda, 
county extension 4-H Agent, mjmiranda@ag.tamu.edu 830-303-3889.  Project Description:  This is a two day 
event.  Need 5 volunteers for each day; all shifts will be 20 minute sessions.  Lunch will be provided.  Scripts are 
written for a guide in the garden.  Volunteers will set up display table or raised bed table, showing gardening ex-
periences.  Volunteers will take turns showing 3rd or 4th grade elementary students.  Will also pass around bags 
of herbs for students to smell. 
 
Date and Time: November 10th 8am till.  Project: Guadalupe County Community Garden. 
Location: Guadalupe County Annex Building, 1101 Elbel Road, Schertz.  Project Chair: Ann Odvody, od-
vodyd@swbell.net, 830-914-3593 and Linda Bruno, jlbruno@gvec.net, 210-363-8380.  Email Linda to be included 
on their “What’s Happening in the Garden”.  Project Description and Tasks:  Monitor and maintain raised beds, 
repair, and plant community garden used to demonstrate various garden practices from raised beds, composting, 
row covers, and other methods.  Produce grown is donated to Local Food Banks and other needy programs.  As 
needed, assist local churches and other groups who have adopted beds.  Harvest, prune, plant, weed, mulch, ask 
questions, mow or just watch and talk.  Others Serve on Management or Construction Committee; help with Satur-
day workday organization.  Find us on Face Book under Guadalupe County Community Garden.  Supplies: Hat, 
gloves, water, hand shovels, pruners, knee pads.  We try to keep extra supplies available in the garden shed. 
 
Date and Time: December 14th.  Project: Guadalupe County Master Gardener Christmas Social 
Location: First Presbyterian Church, 305 North King, Seguin.  Project Chair: Contact Carol Calen-
tine, carol.calentine@ag.tamu.edu 830-303-3889.  Project Description: Need volunteers to help set 
up and tear down.  Need Volunteers to help bring various foods and desserts on the sign-up sheet. 
Meat will be provided.  Need Volunteers to help committee in giving suggestions for door prizes.  
Important Supplies needed: Warm Happy Bodies willing to have fun. 

Extension Demonstration Garden - Saturday, November 3rd 
 
Liz Romero and Betty Hughes ask you to join them for a workday on Saturday, Nov. 3, starting at 9 a.m. 
in the Extension Demonstration Garden to pull weeds,  prune, pull out some old plants (bring pots if you 
want to rescue some lance-leaf coreopsis) and plant some small new plants.  Bring your gardening tools, 
sturdy hoes and water and meet us in front of the Extension building at 210 E. Live Oak at 9 a.m. 

Next workday will be in February. 
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Master Gardener Specialist Training Update 
 
For information on other training, see listings on the TMGA website http://txmg.org/for-members/
specialist-training-2010/ 

 

Health Care in the Garden for Daylilies 
 
The San Antonio Daylily Society will have a special guest speaker at the November 18, 2012 meeting at 
2:00 p.m. in the Education Building at the San Antonio Botanical Gardens.  Loris Garrett from Cypress, 
Texas will give a program on "Health Care in the Garden" for daylilies along with a virtual tour of his gar-
den called "Benvenuti." Free of charge. 

Backyard Gardening Series:  “Growing Berries and More” 
Nov 5 (Mon) 6:30-8:30pm 

3355 Cherry Ridge Drive, Suite 208, San Antonio 
Berries are a fun and easy crop to grow.  Who wouldn’t love fresh strawberries, blackberries or blueber-
ries straight from their backyard?  Come visit with Horticulturist David Rodriguez to learn about selecting, 
growing, and maintaining berries from the backyard or patio garden.  This is a great training for that back-
yard gardener, community garden person or that small acreage producer.  Registration fee is $10 and 
will be open to the public .  For more information, call Angel Torres at 210-467-6575 or visit http://bexar-
tx.tamu.edu/.Monday, November 5 from 6:30-8:30pm 

Gardening Events 

Take the Earth-Kind challenge at http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/ and learn 
how Earth-Kind your landscape is. 
  

Looking for local gardening and landscaping information?  
Go to: http://bexar-tx.tamu.edu/programs/earth-kind-horticulture/ 
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Guadalupe County (Schertz/Seguin) Chapter 

 Native Plant Society of Texas 
http://www.npsot.org/wp/guadalupe 

 
Join us on the 2nd Tuesday of the Month, November 13, 2012, at the The Marion Library Meeting Room, 
at 500 Bulldog Lane, Marion.  At 6:30pm there will be a meet/greet and plant/seed exchange.  At             
7:00pm the program:will be presented by David Will, noted speaker on agriculture and horticulture dis-
cussing Medicinal Uses of Native Plants 
 
We are a group of people united by a common interest in learning more about and the growing of native 
plants of Texas. Some of our activities include:  NICE - Natives Instead of Common Exotics program; 
sowing native seeds and landscaping at Bracken Bat Cave preserve; Seguin Earth Day native plant sale; 
fall native plant sale at Seguin Pecan Fest-Heritage Days; field trips to areas of interest, such as the Pol-
linator Garden in New Braunfels; and social events.  Come learn with us – we have speakers about flow-
ers, trees, butterflies, bats, invasive plants, water harvesting and much more! 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Fall 2012 San Antonio Botanical Gardens Fall Classes 
 

Below are the next two offerings- To register, please contact programregistrar@sanantonio.gov or Sasha 

Kodet at sasha.kodet@sanantonio.gov or 210.207.3270. 

Herbs 101 
Saturday, November 10 from 9:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Savor the joys of an edible and useful landscape!  Herbalist, horticulturalist, and designer Diane Lewis 
will present a Power Point with great herb pictures and discuss the herbs best suited to our area and how 
to blend them into everyday life.  Learn how to cultivate, harvest and store herbs and save money.  Have 
fun learning how to make a relaxing tea blend and bath salts with samples to take home.  Enjoy lunch 
(recipes provided) and a guided tour of the herb gardens at the San Antonio Botanical Garden.  Fee: 
$43.  A $10 supply fee is payable to the instructor and covers materials, herbal tea, bath salts, and 
herbal-based lunch.  Admission to the garden is included in the cost of tuition. 

Natural Ornaments 
Friday, November 30 from 10-11 am 

Not inspired for the holiday season and weary of the same artificial holiday ornaments?  Come learn the 
basics of turning natural elements found in the garden into lovely holiday decorations.  Ideas will include 
the use of the golden butterfly vine, magnolia pods, sweet gum, seeds, and more.  Please bring a grape 
vine wreath, glass ornament, or a few of your favorite things for the holidays; the Garden will provide the 
natural materials.  Instructor: Stephanie Jones.  Class Fee: $20. 

Rain Barrel Workshop 
Saturday, December 8 from 9 am - 12 pm 

Rainwater harvesting is an innovative approach to capturing free water.  You can save money by collect-
ing and storing rainwater and using it to irrigate your trees, shrubs and flower beds, or to provide water to 
pets, birds, or other wildlife.  Join County Extension Agent Bryan Davis, and Master Gardeners Lou Kel-
logg and Mary Fernandez to learn about rainwater collection for the home and landscape and make your 
own rain barrel to take home.  Limit 30.  Please RSVP by Wednesday, December 5, 2012. Fee: $55. 
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WILDSCAPING: Landscaping for Wildlife 
with Judit Green, Urban Wildlife Biologist, Tx Parks & Wildlife Dept. 

Nov. 7, 2012 (Wed.) 10am-11am 
Hosted by the San Antonio Garden Center at 3310 N. New Braunfels Ave., San Antonio 

 

Native plants and special features can create a beautiful landscape that invites wildlife to your back-
yard.  Attracting butterflies and hummingbirds with nectar rich flowers is easy to do.  In addition, adding 
other simple components will also make your yard a haven for frogs, lizards, songbirds, and some small 
mammals.  Landscaping to benefit wildlife can start with putting out a birdbath or planting a fruit-bearing 
native shrub.  It’s not difficult to be successful, and you’ll be amazed at the types of wildlife you can at-
tract to your property.  Join me in learning what features to incorporate and some common plants to pro-
vide to open your back door to a world of wildlife.  No registration or fee required, just show up. 

Small-acreage Vegetable, Fruit Producer Program 
Oct. 25, Nov. 1 and Nov. 8  from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

at 1600-B Smith Road in southeast Austin 
A three-part program for small-acreage vegetable and fruit producers will be presented at the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service office for Travis County, located in southeast Austin 
This program will be helpful for both home and small-plot producers, including producers who grow for 
farmers markets or are involved in sustainable food efforts or community gardens. 
The program will cover vegetable and crop production, as well as how to plan, manage and find re-
sources and possible funding to help support a small-scale farming operation,. There is also a field tour 
of a local urban farm.  The Oct. 25 session will address planning a small-scale farming operation and 
include a presentation and field tour at certified organic Green Gate Farms.  The Nov. 1 session will 
cover vegetable production, recommended fruit crops, insect and disease management, and permacul-
ture basics.  The Nov. 8 session will focus on programs and resources available to the small-acreage 
farmer, plus provide information on zoning, soil surveys, organic certification and grant writing. 
Cost is $50 per session or $100 for all three. To register, go to the AgriLife Extension Conference Ser-
vices website at https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/. 
Attendees should RSVP to Daphne Richards at 512-854-9600 or drichards@ag.tamu.edu. 

EARTH-KIND LANDSCAPE 
Dec 5-6 Tyler Earth-Kind Landscape Workshop 

Dec 10-14 Earth-Kind Landscape Short Course College Station 
 

Earth-Kind® Landscape Workshop The Workshop (Dec 5-6, Tyler) and Short Course (Dec 10-14, 
College Station) are continuing education programs designed for professionals responsible for manag-
ing and maintaining urban green space such as residential landscape, parks, commercial properties and 
golf courses. The course will also benefit municipalities, schools and city water utility personnel, particu-
larly those interested in developing sustainable urban landscape conservation programs.  Both programs 
have been approved for TNLA and TDA CEUs. Participants are not required to attend the entire short 
course to receive CEU credits for the sessions they attend. 
Check http://greenviion.wordpress.com/earth-kind-education-events/  for more details and registration 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

  1 

GCCG Workday 
9 AM 

2 

Red Barn  
8 am 

3 

KWED Radio 
1580 AM 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9 a.m. 

4 

Daylight 
Savings 
Time 
Ends 

5 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
8:30—NOON 
 
GCCG Workday 
9 am 
 
Green Team 8 am 

 

6 7 8 

 

GCMG  
Board 
Meeting 
 
GCCG Workday 

9 

 

Red Barn  
 

10 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:a.m 
 
 
GCCG Workday. 

11 
VETERANS 

DAY 

12 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 
GCCG Workday 
 
 

13 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
� NEW MOON 

14 15 

 

GCMG 
MEETING 
7:00 PM 
 
GCCG Workday 

16 
 

Red Barn 

17 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9 a.m. 
 

18 19 

Master Gardener Office/
Library 
 
 

GCCG Workday 
 
Green Team 8 am 
 

20 21 22 
 

GCCG Workday 
 

 

23 

Red Barn 

 

 

 

24 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:a.m. 

25 26 

Master Gardener Office/
Library 
 
GCCG Workday 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 
 

27 28 

 
 

 

 

 

 
O FULL MOON 

29 
 

30 

Red Barn 
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org 830-379-1972 Ext 210 
Guadalupe County Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension  http://www.guadalupe-tx.tamu.edu/  830-379-1972 
Texas Master Gardeners  http://www.txmg.org 

 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc. 
210 East Live Oak St. 
Seguin, TX 78155 

 

November Meeting 
Thurs, November 15th, 2012, 7:00 P.M. 

AgriLIFE Extension Building 
210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, Tx 

 
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination by the Master Gardeners is 
implied, and no endorsement by the Master Gardeners is implied.  
Educational programs conducted by the Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic 
level, color, sex, religion, handicap, or national origin. 

Elaine McIntyre, Editor 
(elaine@tindomorgans.com) 

Linda Waite - Newsletter Assistant 
Marilyn Moltz, The Wandering Gardener 

 
GCMG Officers & Board of Directors 

 
Bob Davis          President 
Peggy Jones         President Elect 
Don Hilbert         Vice President 
Gail Johnson         Secretary 
Bob Teweles         Treasurer 
Linda Bruno         Education Chairman 
Dave Elder         Publication Chairman 
Carol Calentine         Volunteer Chairman 
Jose Antonio Contreras      MG Training Chairman 
Travis Franke         AgriLIFE Agent 
                Master Gardener Coordinator 

Extension Service 


