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A monthly publication of the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners in 

cooperation with the Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension, Guadalupe County 

 

The Guadalupe Gardener 

President’s Corner 

You have been hearing a lot about the Texas 
Master Gardener Volunteer Management Sys-
tem (VMS) – and you will read more about it in 
this newsletter (page 5).  I can tell you that 
with four clicks of my mouse and about seven 
seconds I can be entering my hours in VMS 
(just don’t forget to hit “Save Hours” before 
quitting).  Or in four mouse clicks I can access 
a “real time” membership roster or change my 
listed e-mail address.  And there is a lot more 
coming soon! 

So you might be asking yourself as I did: “How 
did we ever get along without VMS??  The 

answer is Ann and Dale Odvody!  
As long as most of us can remember, the Od-
vodys have been maintaining our membership 
roster with several updates a year and consoli-
dating our reported hours using a gigantic Ex-
cel spreadsheet.  They have done both tasks 
with diligence and consideration of our mem-
bers. 

They have demonstrated a caring attitude that 
our membership information was correct and, 
when dues are due each year, they are key to 
tracking who has paid.  Another offshoot of 
keeping the membership roster is that they 
have maintained our e-mail distribution list, 
which means they also kept constantly avail-
able to receive and forward our messages 
(often with a little philosophy or added humor!) 

Ann and Dale not only compiled our volunteer 
and education hours, they have obviously 
wanted GCMGs to “look good”.  They ac-
cepted our hours in almost any form including 
                (Continued on page 6)

August MEETING 
 

Thursday, August 21st, 2014 - 7:00 PM 
Guadalupe County Justice Center, 211 W. Court St. 

Round Table Discussion: Just-in-Time Gardening Re-
fresher for Fall.  Attendees will choose from three small 
discussion groups led by Master Gardener specialists.  
Each small group will discuss challenges, solutions, and 
successes in areas such as plant propagation; growing 
herbs, vegetables, and native plants; efficient irrigation, 
composting, and tree care. 
 

Refreshments - 6:30 
Program -  7pm 

Followed by the Business Meeting  
Followed by Volunteer Recognition & Drawings 

 
Don’t forget your name tag 

Extension Service 
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Association NewsAssociation NewsAssociation NewsAssociation News    

FUTURE PROGRAMS 
 
Sep 18 -The Nitty Gritty of Gardening:  Soils, Water and Plant Nutrients.  Dr Tom Harris, "The Hill Coun-
try Gardener", Bexar MG, specialist in 6 or more areas, past president and MG of the year, columnist, 
instructor for the past 15 years. 
 
Oct 16 -Food Forests: Perennial Forest Gardening Systems.  Kirby Fry, Permaculture Design Specialist, 
member Austin Permaculture Guild, degree Natural Resource Conservation Texas A&M, Peace Corps, 
Agro-Forestry 

July Meeting Program 
Rain Garden 

Matt Welch, from Madrone Landscape Architecture, spoke to the 
GCMG July meeting membership on establishing a rain garden.  
Matt has an education in horticulture and plant ecology. He pre-
sented a slide show and handout on principles he has developed 
over the years to decrease water usage and build a sustaining 
ecosystem using nature’s rain. 

His first concern is deep soil.-.at least 12 inches deep, he mixes 
30-50% organic matter.-.using compost, and does not like mulch. 
He promoted the use of the broadfork, which he says is easy to 
use and helps loosen the soil (www.meadowcreature.com).  He 
believes every Master Gardener should have one. 

He designs the landscape to maximize the rain source (gutters, 
roofs, drainage areas).  Then using berms, deep trenches filled 
with rock to filter down the rain, and basins, he captures the water 
to hold it for at least 24 hours to maximize the use of the rain-
water for the surrounding plants and grass. 

He uses mostly deciduous plants (ceder sedge a favorite) which he will cut back each year (for his com-
post) and plants which “give back”, i.e. nitrogen producers: bluebonnets, crimson clover and alfalfa during 
the cool season. He has a fall (nitrogen fixing legumes) season garden and a spring season garden 
(flowers). Water and fertilize only when absolutely necessary 

For composting he uses rain water basins to pile leaves, clippings, food waste and small branches (in line 
composting). He keeps this area close to his beds so he can spread it easily onto the plants.  The drain-
age water speeds the composting process. Matt talked enthusiastically about the building of humus 
(carbons) and using the waste in your yard (while still green) as part of this process. Matt answered ques-
tions following the presentation. 

    Article by Sandy Foss.  Photo by Marvin “T” Taylor. 
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Motions Approved at July Membership Meeting 

Following Matt Welch’s insightful presentation on how to manage the thousands of gallons of rainwater 
which we don’t capture in rain barrels, the GCMG membership approved two actions:   

Revised Meeting Format – Following discussion that the membership would prefer shorter business 
meetings, the membership approved continuing the Social at 6:30, having our Speaker first on the 
agenda at 7:00, followed by a five-minute break and then the Business meeting.  Speakers will be asked 
to give a one-hour presentation including questions.  We will continue to use a form of “Consent Agenda” 
where minutes of the previous meetings, the monthly Treasurer’s Report and Committee Reports are 
sent by e-mail to members before the meeting with discussion of the reports where desired during the 
meeting.  

As your President, I am charged with presiding at membership meetings.  I feel responsible for limiting 
the Speaker’s time which is often awkward and unpopular.  My goal will be to allow presentations which I 
feel the membership feels are going well a little more time and limit some speakers when necessary.  I 
appreciate your patience and support in exercising this responsibility.  All members are encouraged to 
stay for the Business meeting! 

College Horticultural Scholarship – In June the GCMG Board approved providing an annual $1,000 
scholarship to a horticulture student at Texas A&M that is a Junior or Senior and has a 3.0 grade point 
average and lives in Guadalupe County. The scholarship recipient would be selected by a Texas A&M 
office. The scholarship would be approved by the Board yearly based on available funds with the possi-
bility of specified fund-raising.  

The President brought this program to the membership for approval during the July meeting.  The schol-
arship program was approved with an amendment.  A GCMG member may nominate a different college 
by recommending to the Board an alternate school’s scholarship office to administer awarding of the 
scholarship. 

NOTE:  The full minutes of GCMG Board and Membership Meetings will be posted under the  
Newsletters/Documents section of the Volunteer Management System as soon as available.   

       Bob Teweles 

  July Meeting Winners 
 

  Patty Tyler-White won $25.50 in the 50/50 
  raffle.  
 
  Bob Ierien won the $10 nursery gift  
  certifi cate door prize.   

Nominating Committee 
 
Pat Schultze, chair of the Nominating Committee, will need two members to be on this committee, to help 
prepare a Slate of Officers to present at the October meeting.  Now is your time to volunteer. 



4444 

 

 

REFRESHMENTS 
I want to thank Carmen Rosas, Jose Contreras, Ruby Peebles, Marilyn Anderson, Pam Turner, and 
Jerilyn Preston for providing the wonderful refreshments for the July meeting.  Marilyn's Peach Cob-
bler. was a Big Hit and everyone wanted the recipe/  Here it is below. 
    Treva Hicks,  Refreshment Volunteer Coordinator 
 

Crock Pot Peach Cobbler 
Ingredients:  3/4 cup uncooked old fashioned oats 

2/3 cup brown sugar 
3/4 cup granulated sugar 
1/2 cup biscuit baking mix (like Bisquick) 
3/4 tsp ground cinnamon 
5 fresh peaches, peeled and sliced 

Grease inside of 3-4 quart crock pot.  (Grease well so it doesn't stick and burn.)   In a bowl, combine 
sugars, baking mix, oats and cinnamon.  Stir in peaches and spoon into slow cooker.  Cover and cook 
on low for 4 hours.  Serve warm and top with vanilla ice cream! 
 
Note:  For the Master Gardener meeting, I doubled the recipe.  I also added some salt and small hunks 
of butter.       Marilyn Anderson 

 

Photos by 
Marvin”T” Taylor 

MG Christmas/Holiday Social   -  Big Red Barn 
Thursday December 18,  

July Meeting Pictures 
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GCMG Launches Master Gardener Volunteer Management System 

 

Beginning on 1 August of 2014, all Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Interns and Students will be asked to 
enter their own Master Gardener volunteer and continuing education hours into an online system called VMS 
(Volunteer Management System). 

VMS is user friendly, intuitive, and has many great features.  It was developed specifically for Master Gardner 
Programs by the University of California Cooperative Extension and is used in Texas under license agreement 
with the University of California.  You can access VMS by opening your Internet browser and entering 
texas.volunteersystem.org.  We recommend you create a desktop shortcut or bookmark for easy access to 
VMS. 

For many volunteers, VMS will be so intuitive that detailed instructions will not be needed.  But if you do need 
detailed instructions, you can obtain them on the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners webpage at http://
guadalupecountymastergardeners.org under the Members Tab by selecting “Master Gardeners - Report Your 
Volunteer and Training Hours.  This system is new to all of us.  If you get stuck, lost or have a question, contact 
Cindy Waechter or Dave Elder.  We’re here for you! 

For our six members who do not currently have email, Cindy Waechter will make arrangements with them to 
receive and input their hours. 

By participating in this online system, Master Gardener volunteers will be able to accurately and instantly track 
their progress toward certification and recertification; view photo galleries, events, newsletters and other docu-
ments online at any time; and create and maintain a profile which may allow other volunteers to interact with 
them and more! 

GCMG plans to implement VMS in stages.  The first stage is getting everyone on-line, updating their personal 
information as changes occur, and entering his or her hours on a monthly basis.  Starting on 1 August 2014, 
you will report all 2014 volunteer and continuing education hours not previously reported to Ann and 
Dale Odvody using VMS.  We will obtain a list of volunteer hours reported from 1 Jan – 31 July 2014 to the 
Odvody’s and input the cumulative information into VMS for you. 

If you click on your name in the membership roster, under Start Date you can see when your background check 
expires.  Everyone whose background check expires in 2015 will need to turn in the Volunteer Application Form 
(Consent for Criminal Background History Check) with his or her dues at recertification time in October 2014. 

We will send out membership email notifications based on the email address you currently have listed in VMS.  
Beginning 1 August 2014, send all membership email requests to Bob Teweles (rbeetee@gmail.com).  As 
a part of Stage One, you will be able to view an up-to-date Roster of all GCMG members and view their email 
address, preferred phone number and photo.  You can also click on the person’s email address to send them an 
email.  You can view the General Event Calendar listing upcoming GCMG events.  Under Newsletters and 
Documents you can view newsletters, board meeting minutes, membership meeting minutes, treasurer’s reports 
and membership information such as the TMGA Volunteer Agreement, the Volunteer Application Form (Consent 
for Criminal Background History Check) and the Request for Reimbursement Form. 

Future stages involve signing up for Projects of your interest.  Signing up for a project puts you on the email list 
for information about that project and notifies the project coordinators about your interests.  It does not commit 
you to any specific event (day and time).  Eventually you will be able to sign-up for and unsign-up for Volunteer 
Outreach and Continuing Education Activities using the Calendars within VMS. 

You will also be able to identify your interests or areas in which you have expertise that you would like to share 
in GCMG outreach efforts. 

This is an exciting time for GCMG. 

      Submitted by Cindy Waechter 
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(President - continued from page 1) 

the preferred spreadsheets, an e-mail, a scrap of paper, or over the phone.  They reviewed our member-
ship meeting and event sign-in  sheets to ensure we were given maximum hours. And how many times 
have you heard them remind us to turn in our hours?? 

Consider that I haven’t even mentioned the Guadalupe County Community Garden, the San Antonio 
Stock Show, or that the Odvodys are our “least new” members at 20 years and going strong. I am in awe 
of what they have contributed and are contributing to the GCMGs. So when you see Dale or Ann, please 
consider giving them your thanks for recording our hours and keeping our roster. They may be feeling a 
little like the “Maytag Repairman” with a lot of extra time on their hands. 
Thank You Dale and Ann!     Bob Teweles 

Lunch and Learn - the First! 
 

On July 24th the Guadalupe County Master Gardener Education Committee sponsored the 1st Lunch & 
Learn program at the Seguin Library.  Jose Contreras, Master Gardener and Firewise Landscaping Spe-
cialist, presented an excellent program to 13 members and guests.  Jose showed us how to protect our 
homes from fire by being smarter with our landscaping.  We hope this will be the first of many Lunch & 
Learn programs to be held in Seguin and Schertz. 
                       Photos and article submitted by Treva Hicks 

STAN POSEY 
 

Just received news of the death of our fellow Master Gardener, Stan Posey.  BJ Posey, Stan's wife, indi-
cated that Stan will be cremated and there will be no services.  She also states that Stan was so proud 
of his Master Gardener Friends.  If you'd like to contact BJ, her email address is bjposey1@yahoo.com.  
The mailing address is 720 Twin Branch, Schertz, TX 8154-2666. 

According to Cindy Waechter:  “Stan was one of my favorite people.  Stan was always very positive.  I 
looked forward to seeing him each Wednesday in class.  He always sat in the front and always greeted 
me with "Top of the Morning to You" and then had something uplifting to say.  I was amazed by his per-
severance last year when at the height of his illness he was determined to earn his volunteer and con-
tinuing education hours to certify as a Master Gardener.  Stan is truly an inspiration to us all.” 
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July Volunteer Recognition Program 

57 Master Gardeners, almost half of the membership, have participated in the 2014 Program.  Of spe-
cial note, 4 members have been eligible for the drawing all 7 months; Joyce Briscoe, Joyce Friesen-
hahn, John Lewicki, and Elaine McIntyre.  Another 4 Master Gardeners have qualified 6 out of 7 
months; Mary Bowe, Kimberly Darrough, Cynthia Lyssy and Iris Seale. Well done! 

20 Master Gardeners, 2 who were 2014 first time participants, qualified in the July Volunteer Recogni-
tion Program Drawing.  Congratulations to Kimberly Darrough, our July Volunteer Recognition Program 
Drawing recipient. As our July Volunteer, Kimberly won a $20 gift certificate to Schulz Nursery, and 
now has two chances for the annual drawing as her name was also drawn in May.  In addition, four 
other names were drawn for entry into the year-end grand prize drawing for a $150 gift certificate.  
They were Welta Burris, Cynthia Lyssy, Elaine McIntyre and Esther Pinter.  To date Kimberly Darrough 
has 2 chances, Bob Davis 2 chances, Cynthia Lyssy 3 chances, Hughlene Micheli 2 chances and Pam 
Turner 2 chances in the year-end grand prize drawing.  Thanks to all our volunteers for your hard work 
and effort. 

To qualify for the Monthly Volunteer Recognition Program drawing, Certified Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners must report a minimum of 5 volunteer and continuing education hours earned during the 
month by the last calendar day of the month.  Hours earned for attendance at the monthly GCMG 
Membership Meeting are not included in the minimum 5 hours, except those earned for meeting setup.  
Board members do not participate in the Volunteer Recognition Program. 

Don’t forget to earn and report your hours by 31 August 2014 to be eligible for the September Member-
ship Drawing. 

     Submitted by Cindy Waechter 

Junior Master Gardener Adult Training 

Well it is official! Cynthia Lyssy and Peggy Jones have 
completed 21 hours of Junior Master Gardener Adult 
Training. We had a lot of fun. Met some wonderful 
people. Learned how to set up a youth gardening pro-
ject from the get go. We were taught many children’s 
fun gardening activities. Learned much more on build-
ing raised beds, soil and compost, vegetable garden-
ing, rain water harvesting, IPM, herbs and more. You 
think you know so much already as a Master Gardener 
but it is amazing how much we always continue to 
grow and learn every day. We shared our proud pic-
tures and experiences with our La Vernia Primary 
School Children’s Garden. Article & photo submitted by Peggy Jones 

Another New Nursery 
 

There is a new nursery in Schertz called Cibolo Valley Nursery off of Schertz Parkway.  Check it out. 
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YMCA VISITS GCCG 
 

A group of 20  children, ages 9 – 14, from the Schertz Family YMCA – Community First Camp led by 
Andi Anderson visited the Guadalupe County Community Garden (GCCG) on Wednesday morning July 
16, 2014.  Ms Anderson  was accompanied by her staffers Shelby Degollado, Tajae Gambrell, Madison 
Guffey and Maghan Guffey.  Host Mary Bowe greeted the children on behalf of Guadalupe County Mas-
ter Gardeners (GCMG) and welcomed them to the community garden managed by Ann and Dale Od-
vody.  Also on hand were the GCMG President Bob Teweles and Master Gardeners Dale Odvody and 
John Lewicki. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Retired schoolteacher Mary put on her teaching hat and led the tour to the raised garden beds and 
showed them the beans, radishes, and lettuce growing.  They also saw the new raised garden beds do-
nated by Eagle Scout Aidan Krbec.  Mary pointed out the artichokes that had begun to flower and noted 
that some artichoke growers now harvest and sell the flowers instead of the artichokes.  They toured the 
pumpkin patch on their way to the composter.  She showed the children the rotatable composter and ex-
plained how the brown and green vegetation decomposes and becomes a nutrient rich “black gold” that 
helps plants grow.  The adventurous children got to sniff the deep earth smell of the composter.  The chil-
dren also visited the greenhouse which was like a sauna after the recent rain. 
 
 Mary turned them over to Dale Odvody who led them through the raised garden beds with tomatoes, 
spaghetti squash, sweet potatoes, zucchini, okra, black eyed peas and asparagus.  The children also got 
to run their hands through rosemary and smell the fragrance.  Most had never smelled rosemary before 
and loved the scent.  He also explained the drip irrigation system with the drip emitters placed 12” apart 
and how you can use the emitters to judge where to plant different vegetables.  Dale told the children that 
all the fresh vegetables and fruit that are harvested are donated to the local food banks run by the   
                    (Continued on following page) 

Mary at the new raised garden beds.  Mary at the pumpkin patch.  
Dale at the Orchard  

“Over 5 tons donated in past 3 years.”  
Bob at the rainwater barrel.  

Mary testing the children on what 
they learned. 
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Texas Master Gardener Board of Directors 

Two Year Term - Peggy Jones - Bob Teweles Alternate 
One Year Term - Dave Elder - Linda Bruno Alternate 
Membership Outreach Committee - Virginia Biggs 

Speakers Bureau - Treva Hicks 

Guadalupe Co. Community Garden - Dale & Ann Odvody 

JMG Program Coordinator - Lo-Ra Dick 

Master Gardener Office/Library - Betty Hughes 

AgriLife Building Workdays - Liz Romero 

Hours Reporting - Dale & Ann Odvody 

Notification - Dale Odvody & Beth Zies 

Refreshment Coordinator - Treva Hicks 

Volunteer Chair Assistant -  Don Hilbert 

Big Red Barn - Gretchen Ricker 

Gutierrez Xeriscape Garden - John Lewicki & Kim Darrough 

Historian - Sandy Foss 

Class 26 Coordinator - Cindy Waechter & Dave Elder 

Facebook Editor - Linda Bruno 

Newsletter Editor - Elaine McIntyre 

Web Master - Randee Malmsten 
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(YMCA Visits - continued from previous page) 
RandolphArea Christian Assistance Program and the Immaculate  Conception Catholic Church in 
Marion. He noted that in the past 3 years we have donated over 5 tons of fresh fruit and vegetables to 
the local communities.  So far this year, we have harvested  almost a ton.  Ms Anderson used this oppor-
tunity to stress to the children the volunteer work of the Master Gardeners and how they give back to the 
community. 
 
The children then visited the rainwater harvesting station demonstration area with Bob Teweles.  Bob 
explained the importance of collecting rain water, especially in drought-stricken Texas.  He pointed out 
how the rainwater comes off the roof into the gutters and fills up the flushing unit that allows all the sedi-
ment and dirt on the roof to settle to the bottom of the flushing pipe.  This allows the clear water overflow 
to be collected into the 55 gallon rain barrel.  He also explained the overflow pipe and the outlet valves 
that lead to the drip irrigation system surrounding the pavilion. The children participated in seeing which 
team could fill watering cans the fastest from 2 different sized outlets. 
Finally, the children gathered under the pavilion for a contest to win a huge watermelon.  Mary explained 
that the children had to list the vegetables, fruits and herbs they were shown on the tour and explain why 
collecting rainwater was important.  Kennedy Kearne won the watermelon with a total of 18 plants listed.  
The group left for lunch and were looking forward to sharing a cold slice of watermelon.  
     Article and photos by John Lewicki) 
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GCMG Class 26 

Class 26 begins on August the 13th with orientation.  As of 25 July we have 9 paid students with more 
applications expected.  To take advantage of the excellent programs scheduled for Class 26, we will 
accept applications until August 12th.  Please continue to publicize the class. 

Members are invited to attend Class 26 classes at no cost - although we ask that you sit in the back of 
the class.  We ask students to limit questions to those applicable to the class in general.  Specific ques-
tions regarding your landscape should be discussed with the instructor during breaks, giving priority to 
students. 

Please take advantage of these opportunities for continuing education and consider them a benefit of 
membership. We have tried to schedule the best speakers available.  Each month's schedule will be 
published in the "The Guadalupe Gardener" as well as the schedule for the following month. Classes 
run from 10:00 AM until 2:30 PM at the First Presbyterian Church in Seguin, 305 N. King Street.  
Please make your own arrangements for lunch. 

13 Aug 2014 - 12:30 to 2:30 PM - Dennis Hale - How to Take a Soil Sample and Draw a Design of 
Your Current Landscape 

20 Aug 2014 - 10:00 AM to 2:30 PM - Liz Palfini - How Plants Grow - What You Need to Know 

27 Aug 2014 - 10:00AM to 2:30 PM - Mark McFarland, Ph.D. - Soil, Water & Plant Nutrients…
What You Need to Know to Achieve Proper Balance 

10 Sep 2014 - 10:00AM to 2:30 PM - Patty Leander - How to Grow Vegetables You Like to Eat…
and Some You May Learn to Like 

17 Sep 2014 - 10:00AM to 2:30PM - Dennis Hale - How to Design and Create the Landscape you 
Want…How to Grow Better Lawns 

24 Sep 2014 - 9:00 AM to Lunch - Deedy Wright - How to Use Native Plants to Bring Nature Back 
to Your Landscape (Field Trip to Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, Austin, TX.  Notify John 
Lewicki if you plan to attend, members pay their own entrance fee)  

     Submitted by Cindy Waechter 

Great or Common Mullein (Verbascum thapsus), better know as 
"Cowboy toilet paper" is a species of mullein native to Europe, north-
ern Africa and Asia, and introduced in the Americas and Australia.  It is 
a hairy biennial plant that can grow to 2 meters tall or more. Its small 
yellow flowers are densely grouped on a tall stem, which bolts from a 
large rosette of leaves.  It grows in a wide variety of habitats, but pre-
fers well-lit disturbed soils, where it can appear soon after the ground 
receives light, from long-lived seeds that persist in the soil seed bank.  
It is a common weedy plant that spreads by prolifically producing 
seeds, but rarely becomes aggressively invasive, since its seed re-
quires open ground to germinate.  Although individuals are easy to 
remove by hand, populations are difficult to eliminate permanently.  It 
is widely used for herbal remedies with emollient and astringent prop-
erties.  The plant was also used to make dyes and torches. 

Answer to  
Last Month's 

What's This Plant 
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Community Garden - Updates from Ann Odvody 

7/9 - Summer is definitely here and despite the heat we are getting a lot done in the garden.  We had 
eleven volunteers today, including our two teenagers.  Last Saturday with the help of some community 
volunteers we got the mulch and cardboard put down from the mulch pile to the big gate.  Monday an 
Eagle Scout donated five elevated beds he had constructed.  Dale and John are working at leveling and 
stabilizing them before they are filled.  Terri brought some really cute signage she made to let visiting 
folks know what is planted in the beds.  We have set up a new hanging scale and basket which is much 
easier than balancing the produce on the kitchen scale.  Watermelons and cantaloupes are ripening and 
we have had a very good year for tomatoes.  Today we harvested 102 pounds, giving us 1,987 pounds 
10 ounces this year. 

7/18 - No work this morning in the garden!  We have .6 inches at our place and it is still coming down 
nice and slow.  Have a great day 

7/19 - The rain cancelled our morning in the garden.  Hallelujah!  Dale and I stopped by after the rain had 
stopped and there was 1.7 inches in the rain gauge.  Looks like the okra grew another foot and we will 
probably have a brand new crop of weeds next week.  We harvested the produce that could not wait until 
next week (huge Armenian cucumbers) and delivered it to the food bank.  Total for the day was 60 
pounds 5 ounces, taking us to 2,184 pounds 4 ounces for the year.  Hope you all got some rain and we 
hope to see you next week. 

7/22 - It was a nice morning in the garden with overcast skies for most of the morning.  Friday’s rain 
really perked up the plants.  It took six Master Gardeners and four teenagers to harvest, weigh and pack-
age 202 pounds 6 ounces of produce.  We had a lot of fun guessing the weights of the individual water-
melons. Biggest one was 29 pounds.  Mary also picked a 25 pound pumpkin.  We made deliveries to 
both the Marion food bank and RACAP.  Our total harvest so far this year is 2,386 pounds 10 ounces.  
Next we have to figure out when to harvest our volunteer sweet potatoes.  And as always, more weed-
ing.-.the rain watered them, too. 

7/24 & 27 - The garden only received .2 inches of rain this week, which was quite a bit less than San An-
tonio.  We finished harvesting potatoes and will plant blackeyed or cow peas in the bed.  We are getting 
very good production from the tomatoes this year.  Last year we had beautiful plants but few tomatoes.  
We had our first bloom on the okra so there will be moans and groans about picking it in a few weeks.  
Mary has several small pumpkins and has planted another round in hopes of getting a nice one                   
to show at the County Fair.  The harvest for the week was 108 pounds 2 ounces.  Total for the year is 
1,775 pounds 13 ounces.  We have a young man working with us for the summer and we sure do appre-
ciate his help.  Still weeding.  

KWED Radio Garden Show 
 
On July 5th Emcee Bob Grafe interviewed Nick Vann, 
better known as Nematode Nick.  He (along with his 
wife) is the proprietor of the new garden shop in St. 
Hedwig called Thyme and Treasure.  Nick spoke with 
Bob about “Popular Plants”. 
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Volunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer Opportunities    
Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  

Volunteer Opportunities 

Every Monday the MG office/library is open from 9am-noon except for holidays. Volunteers are always 
needed.  Contact  Betty Hughes. 830-401-4066 or e-mail ehughes5@satx.rr.com. 

Every Tuesday, Friday and 2nd Saturday are work days at the Guadalupe County Community Garden. Check 
with Ann Odvody (odvodyd@swbell.net 830-914-3593) for start hour and access at other times. 

Every Friday 9 am is a workday in the gardens at the Big Red Barn.  Check with Gretchen Ricker 
(gricker@satxrr.com  830-379-3744) for details. 

KWED Master Gardener Lawn and Garden Show always looking for volunteers - see page 11. 

Volunteers are needed to set up the chairs before each monthly meeting.  Contact Treva Hicks at 
hickslt@lycos.com 

Both the Big Red Barn and the GCCG will need help in August preparing for their fall gardens.  
This would be during their normal work days. 

Position Available 

One position remains open on your 2014 GCMG Board. 

President Elect – No way around it, this is a serious commitment – but rewarding!  This commitment 
starts with a year on the Board to “learn the ropes” of how we operate and current issues.  During the 
“Presidential Year” the President is the “Face of the Board”, representing the Board to the membership 
and GCMG to the Texas MG community.  The third year the President-Elect is the “elder statesman”, 
helping to provide continuity to our programs. The main point here is that the President needs the entire 
first year to prepare for the second year! 

GCMG Outreach 

Virginia Biggs is GCMG’s Out-
reach Chairman.  If anyone knows 
of a GCMG who needs a meal, 
please let her know  830-560-

REMINDER 
If anyone needs a card from 
the organization for an illness 
or loss of a family member, 
contact  

Pat Schultze Secretary 
830-556-6751 

or e-mail clydepat6@aol.com. 

Newsletter Staff 
Editor - Elaine McIntyre 
Photographer - Marvin “T” Taylor 
Distribution - Doug Biggs 
Proof Reader - Patti Zgabay 
Wandering Gardener - Marilyn Moltz 

New Volunteer Chair 
Laurie Brunell has volunteered to chair this committee.    There are many volunteer opportunities com-
ing up in October such as the Agricultural Awareness Fair, the Guadalupe County Fair, the GCCG 
Arts and Crafts Event, the Pecan Fest, and Cibolo Ag Day.  Let's give Laurie lots of help! 
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GARDENING EVENTS 

 
LOOKING AHEAD 

Arts and Crafts in the Garden – Mary Bowe had come up with the idea of having an Arts and Crafts func-
tion at the Community Garden in Schertz on October 18.  Anyone can sign up to have a booth for $20 
and will have to supply their own table.  Also, there will be cooking demonstrations, a raffle, etc. 

Inviting All Gardeners!!! 
2014 Southern Region Master Gardener Conference 

October 21 – 24, 2014 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Baton Rouge, LA 

Sponsored by: East Baton Rouge Master Gardener Association, LSU AgCenter, 
Louisiana Master Gardener Program   For information and registration, go to 
www.southernregionmgconf2014.com  Early registration ends July 15 

2014 Texas State Master Gardeners Conference 

Make Your Online Reservations Now:  The 2014 Texas State Master Gardeners Conference is being 
hosted Sep 25-27 by the Permian Basin Master Gardeners at the MCM Grande Hotel Fun Dome, Inter-
state 20E Business, Odessa, TX!  Online registration at http://2014tmgaconference.org. 

Invaders of Texas 
A  Citizen Science Program to Detect and Report Invasive Species 

Join over 2,000 trained participants statewide and protect Texas from the negative effects of invasive 
species at the upcoming training in Seguin.  The Invaders of Texas workshop will be presented by Justin 
Bush, Invasive Species Coordinator with the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center at the University of 
Texas at Austin and hosted by the Guadalupe Chapter of the Master Naturalist Program. 

Saturday, August 9th from 9 am to 3 pm. 
Dunne Conference Center in Tschoepe Hall 

Texas Lutheran University, Seguin, TX ~ look for signage 
Parking in the Beck Center parking lot off  Prexy Dr. 

There is no charge for this workshop, space is limited and advance registration is required.  Local Con-
tact: Jim Dyess,  713-206-6218 or jnd16123@gmail.com  Please find additional information and register 
at:  http://www.texasinvasives.org/invaders/workshop_results.php 
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DOWN THE GARDEN PATH 
BY THE TEXAS MASTER GARDENER 

 

I was hoping that cool front would make it down here, but no such luck!  No cooler temperatures and no rain!  
Thanks to droughty conditions the city of Beeville is calling on its citizens to conserve water.  Make sure all of your 
faucets and hoses are in good repair.  Water early or late to keep evaporation down and mulch, mulch, mulch! 

This time of the year, it’s important to keep your hanging baskets watered.  The soil in hanging baskets can dry out 
in the center and will be difficult to hydrate.  To ensure your hanging baskets stay thoroughly watered, occasionally 
dunk them in a tub of water - don’t forget to remove them from the tub! 

I like to use hoya in hanging baskets.  These exotic epiphytes make a good addition to a hanging basket.   In na-
ture, hoyas cling to trees by aerial roots.  There are more than 200 members of the hoya family.  Mostly vining, 
tropical plants are native to southern Asia, Polynesia, and Australia.  Some originate from the subtropical foothills 
of the Himalayas and can take temperatures as cool as 45 degrees. 

Commonly called the wax plant, hoya has thick, smooth leaves which appear in a range of sizes and colors.  The 
vast majorities of Hoyas have succulent or semi-succulent leaf tissue and are drought-tolerant. The leaves can be 
variegated in shades of silver, white, pink, or red, on leaves that are dark or light green.  The leaves can be glossy, 
fuzzy, or heavily veined. 

Each flower has a five-part corona on top of a five-part corolla.  Some are fringed while others are smooth and 
waxy.  The flowers originate from peduncles or bloom spurs.  Most Hoyas rebloom on existing peduncles, so be 
sure to leave them in place after the flowers have dropped.  Peduncles grow with each round of bloom. 

Hoyas belong to the Asclepiadacea, or milkweed family.  Hoya seed ripen in pods and float on silk just like other 
milkweeds.  They aren’t viable for long and most hoyas are propagated from cuttings. Dip cuttings in rooting hor-
mone and place them in a lightweight mix.  They should root within six weeks. 

During the warm growing season, plants should be watered once a week and given a balanced fertilizer every 
other week.  Never allow a hoya to sit in water or persistently damp soil.  They are epiphytic semi-succulents - wet 
roots can be deadly. 

My H. carnosa is blooming right now.  The clusters of light pink blooms give the appearance of exotic plastic flow-
ers.  I also have a H. kerrii known as the sweetheart hoya because of its large heart-shaped, variegated leaves.  
Its blooms are red and white.   

H. curtisii has spade-shaped leaves (like the playing card) and is flecked with silver and red.  The blooms have 
white petals that point 180 degrees away from the dark pink coronas.  Each flower is almost as large as the 
leaves. 

H. lobbii is a reliable addition to your garden and as a house plant.  The maroon coronas crown dusky pink 
corolas.  The flower can last for two weeks.  The plant’s long narrow leaves are less succulent than most. 

Others to consider are: H. caudata has flowers with prominent stamens and fringed petals, H. lacunose that is 
highly fragrant, and H. vitellina that has medium green leaves that are edged in purple. 

These are a tiny sampling of a fascinating family of vines and there is sure to be one that will intrigue you.  Like the 
proverbial potato chip - can you stop at one! 

You have to love succulents - they thrive in our hot dry weather.  Hen and chicks (Sempervivum) are low mainte-
nance and a wonderful addition to the garden and containers. 

During the middle ages, succulents were used on roofs.  While they are used for ornamentation now, thy were 
originally planted to repair the gaps in the thatch or tiles of the roof.  They were also considered a form of protec-
tion to ward off evil from the home. 

         Continued on following page) 
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(Garden Path - Continued from previous page) 

In ancient times, feuding families would steal the protective plants off each other’s roofs leaving the family un-
guarded against demons and sorcerers. Hens and chicks were also considered sacred to the deities associated 
with thunder - Nordic god Thor and Roman god Jupiter.  During his rule, Charlemagne had hen and chicks planted 
on every structure in his empire.  Scientific evidence actually supports these beliefs - hens and chicks are naturally 
fire resistant and can slow down the spread of flames making them a natural fire retardant roofing material. 

So, if you plan to add hen and chicks to protect from fire or sorcerers, be assured they will make an excellent addi-
tion to the garden. 

Happy Gardening   Gwen DeWitt – 361-358-9473 or 361-813-9936 

Did you know 
In 1937, Luther Burbank Vocational High School (1002 Edwards, San Antonio) became the only school in 
San Antonio to offer an agriculture program on a 75-acre student farm laboratory and was named after 
Luther Burbank (1849-1926), a famous California horticulturist who introduced more than 800 varieties of 
plants (fruits, vegetables, nuts and grains, and ornamental flowers)?  Today, Burbank Agricultural Sci-
ence Magnet Program helps students learn how to create their own businesses, grow and sell vegeta-
bles, plants, and flowers and raise small animals; and earn college credit in high school getting a jump 
start on college and a career. 

Marion Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Garden Beds 

Joyce Friesenhahn now has a few young people helping her with the gardens at Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church in Marion.  They've put in the  bachelor button bed and it  is thriving as you can see. 

Photos by Joyce Friesenhahn 

PLEASE REPORT YOUR HOURS 

USING THE NEW VMS (see page 5) 
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Propagation - September 13 - SAVE THE DATE 

Educational class by the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners is planned at the Community Garden in 
Schertz on September 13, 9-12.  Kathy Carroll will teach a class on Propagation including stem propa-
gation, bulb division and wildflower seeds.  Cost $10. 

Master Gardener Greenhouse Management Specialist Training 
October 9-11, 2014 (Thursday thru Saturday) 

Victoria Educational Gardens Pavilion, 283 Bachelor Dr. Victoria 
Time: October 9 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

October 10 8:00 am – 5:00 p.m. 
October 11 8:00 am – Noon 

Only two MG’s per county until October 2nd.  If the class is not filled, then we will obtain MG’s from the 
waiting List.  Registration Fee is $225.  This includes one (1) lunch, two (2) dinners, snacks and other 
goodies, and training materials.  Transportation and lodging is at your own expense  Payment and appli-
cation must be in our office by Wednesday, October 1, 2014.  Cancellation must be made no later than 
Wednesday, October 1, 2014; thereafter a $100 surcharge will be assessed.  Make Check Payable to: 
VCMGA and mail application form and check to: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Attn: Donna 
McCanlies, 528 Waco Circle, Victoria, Texas 77904 

For more information, contact Donna McCanlies at (361) 676-3895 or email                                               
donnamccanlies@yahoo.com 

Rainwater Harvesting Specialist Training 
Sept 29 - Oct 1, 2014 

Rainwater Harvesting Specialist Training is set up and ready to take applications from anyone interested 
in learning all about Rainwater Harvesting.  This two-day course in Dallas is a combination of hands-on 
and classroom presentations that will teach you all of the basics of rainwater harvesting.  For details 
http://dallas.tamu.edu/courses/2014/september-29-october-1-2014-rainwater-harvesting-specialist-
training/ 

Entomologist Specialist Training 
Sept 8 - 12, 2014 

The Entomologist Specialist Training is up and ready to take applications from anyone who is inter-
ested in learning all about insects!  We have some excellent presentations on the agenda and it will be 
held in Austin this year, September 8-12, 2014.  For more information visit: 
https://agrilife.org/insectspecialist/2014/06/18/2014-mves-training-registration-now-live/ 
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SMALL ACREAGE HORTICULTURAL CROPS PROGRAMS 
Practical Weed Control - August 21, - 8:30 a.m. - 12 noon 

Food Safety for the Small Acreage Producer - October 16, - 8:30 a.m. - 12 noon 
Business Planning - December 11 - 8:30 a.m. - 12 noon 

The goal of the program is to assist in evaluating diversification strategies and income opportunities from 
the production of small acreage horticultural crops.  To get the best benefit, participants are encouraged 
to attend all 4 webinars led by leading researcher and Extension Specialists at Texas A&M.  A live ques-
tion/answer session will also provide answers to your questions.  Programs to be held at the Texas Agri-
cultural Education and Heritage Center located at 390 Cordova Rd in Seguin.  For additional information 
please contact the Texas AgriLife Extension Service at 830-379-1972.  The cost of the program will be 
$25 for all sessions or $10 per session, whichever you prefer. 

San Antonio Rose Society - Firewise 

San Antonio Rose Society will meet Monday, August 11th at 7 pm at the San Antonio Garden Center 
3310 N New Braunfels @ Funston. Jose Contreras, Certified FireWise Instructor and Texas Master Gar-
dener will discuss how to design and plan your landscape to increase the odds of your home surviving a 
fire. Although we don’t have huge forests, we could nonetheless be subjected to the dangers of wild fires,  
drought conditions, high winds, dried flora, careless people – we have lots of open spaces with dried 
brush and other highly combustible vegetation. Anyone is welcome to come and learn for free. More in-
formation at www.sarosesociety.org 

Rainwater Harvesting for Homeowners 

Aug 12 (Tue) 10am-Noon 
The Rainwater Harvesting for Homeowners program will be held at the Guadalupe-Blanco River Author-
ity’s River Annex, 905 Nolan St. in Seguin.  Training is free and open to the public, and light refreshments 
will be served. Attendees are asked to RSVP to Ward Ling at wling@ag.tamu.edu or 979-845-6980 in 
order to ensure adequate materials.  Three lucky attendees will win a 40-gallon rain barrel as a door 
prize for attending. 

Junior Master Gardener® -Teacher/Leader Training 

Date: August 14th, 2014 Tuesday.  Dress comfortably for garden tour. 

Time: 8:30 am Check In.  Program 9:00 am – 4:00 pm.  Lunch & Refreshments provided. 

Location: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Montgomery County, Thomas R. LeRoy Education 
Center (South gate entrance) 9020 Airport Road, Conroe, TX. 

For: Teachers in public, private, and home school, 4-H Leaders, Scout Leaders, Master Gardeners and 
other youth serving groups/staff for grades 3rd – 5th (can be used with other grades also). 

Questions? Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Montgomery County 4-H: 936-539-7823. 

Participants will earn SBEC/CEU hours and JMG Level I Leader Certification. 



18181818 

 

 

It’s always helpful to see what’s new 

on the Aggie Horticulture Website 

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/ 

TEXAS GARDENER FUNDRAISER 
Our Treasury keeps 25% of your subscription when it is sent through GCMG 

Backyard Gardening Series - It's Not Too Early to Start a Fall Garden 
Aug 19 (Tue) 6:30-8:30pm 

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service, 3355 Cherry Ridge Suite 208 

Learn how to prepare for a fall garden: soil and planting preparation and getting rid of weeds; types of 
soil amendments and fertilizers; variety of warm and cool season crops; do’s and don’ts of fall gardening; 
successes and challenges of having a fall garden.  Presented by David Rodriguez, County Extension 
Agent-Horticulture, Texas A&M AgriLife Ext SvcCost is $10.  RSVP to Angel Torres, at 210-467-6575 or 
matorres@ag.tamu.edu. 

Texas Fruit Conference: October 6th & 7th; Hilton Garden Inn, College Station, Texas. The 
program will incorporate a pomegranate variety tasting session and crops covered this year include ol-
ives, pears, citrus and peaches, among others. Dr. Arlie Powell, retired Extension Specialist from Auburn 
University, will be a special out-of-state speaker. Look for registration information at: http://
agriliferegister.tamu.edu/ in July. 

Texas High Tunnel Conference: October 8th; Hilton Garden Inn, College Station, Texas. 
Dr. Russ Wallace will be convening the second state high tunnel conference to review crop opportunities 
and management of seasonal high tunnels in Texas. Registration is combined with Texas Fruit Confer-
ence online site at http://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/ beginning in early July. 

For questions about the Fruit and High Tunnel Conferences, including exhibiting opportunities, con-
tact:  Monte Nesbitt, 979-862-1218; mlnesbitt@tamu.edu  or Russ Wallace, 806-746-6101; rwwal-
lace@ag.tamu.edu 

San Antonio Botanical Garden 
Fall Classes and Workshops 

San Antonio Botanical Garden at 555 Funston is offering a number classes and workshops.  For fur-
ther information contact programregistrar@sabot.org or Sasha Kodet at 210.207.3270 or sa-
sha.kodet@sanantonio.gov.  To view the class information online, go to:  http://www.sabot.org/?
nd=Classes.  To register online, go to:  http://www.sabot.org/?nd=registration. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
GCCG Workday 
8 AM 
 
 
Red Barn 9 AM 

2 
KWED Radio 
1580 AM 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9 a.m. 
 
 

3 4 
Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
8:30 - Noon 

5 

 
GCCG Workday 
8 AM 

6 7 

 
 
 

8 

GCCG Workday 
 
 
Red Barn 
 
 
 

9 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:a.m 
 
 
 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

O - FULL 
MOON 

11 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 

 

12 

 

GCCG Workday 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13 14 

 

 

Board 
Meeting 
6 PM 
 

 

15 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 

 
 

16 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9 a.m. 
 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 
 

 

19 
 
 
 

GCCG Workday 

20 21 

GCMG 

Meeting 

 

 

SENIOR 
CITIZENS 
DAY 

22 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 
 
 

23 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:a.m. 
 
 
 
 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

      31 

25 

Master 
Gardener 
Office/ 
Library 
 
 
� NEW MOON 

26 
 
 
 

GCCG Workday 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

27 

 
28 29 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 
 
 

30 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:a.m. 

GCCG - Guadalupe County 
Community Garden 
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org 830-379-1972 Ext 210 
Guadalupe County Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension  http://www.guadalupe-tx.tamu.edu/  830-379-1972 
Texas Master Gardeners  http://www.txmg.org 

 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc. 
210 East Live Oak St. 
Seguin, TX 78155 
 

 

August Meeting 
 

Thursday, August 21st, 2014 - 7:00 PM 
Guadalupe County Justice Center 

211 W. Court St., Seguin 
 

Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination by the Master Gardeners is 
implied, and no endorsement by the Master Gardeners is implied.  
Educational programs conducted by the Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic 

level, color, sex, religion, handicap, or national origin. 
 

Elaine McIntyre, Editor 
(elaine@tindomorgans.com) 

GCMG Officers & Board of Directors 
Bob Teweles      President 
Peggy Jones      Past President 
Open       President Elect 
Ellen Laubham      Vice President 
Pat Schultze      Secretary 
Cindy Waechter      Treasurer 
Penny Wallace      Education Chairman 
Dave Elder      Publication Chairman 
Laurie Brunell      Volunteer Chairman 
Cindy Waechter & Dave Elder          
      MG Training Co-Chairmen 
Travis Franke         AgriLIFE Agent 
                Master Gardener Coordinator 

Extension Service 


