
1111 

 

 

 

 April 2012 

A monthly publication of the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners in cooperation with the Texas AgriLIFE Extension, Guadalupe County 

 
APRIL MEETING  

 
April 19th, 2012 

 
Apr 19 - Olive Tree Growing in Seguin - Joe 
Wait, local grower of olive trees, will present a 
program about growing olive trees. 
 
 
Don’t forget to bring your plants for the plant 
exchange table. 
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The Guadalupe Gardener 

       On March 17, the Board had an in
      formal workshop where we met to dis-
cuss our organization and how we might move forward 
to improve.  We talked at length about a variety of top-
ics but I wanted to take this opportunity to share some 
of the results with you. 
We started by discussing the Master Gardener Mission 
and our relationship to Texas AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice.  The group confirmed that the primary objective 
and mission of the organization as defined by The 
Texas Master Gardener Management Guide and ad-
ministered by the Texas AgriLife Extension is to pro-
vide horticulture information and education to individu-
als and groups in the community. 
In light of our mission of education, we talked about 
which of our programs are our most important and we 
also looked at how we spent the 12,000 plus hours 
reported in volunteer time last year.  We wanted to 
  (continued on page 3)        

Computer Glitch 
 Somehow I stopped receiving e-mails from one of my 
boxes in mid-January.  I discovered this on March 16th.  
Consequently I missed lots of very important submis-
sions for The Guadalupe Gardener Newsletter.  The 
problem is now fixed.  Below are those items that are 
still viable.  My deepest apologies to those whose an-
nouncements I missed. 

Bad computer!!!!!! 

Marilyn Moltz article (Jan 26) - Page 13 
Report from George Ammermann (Feb 24) - Page 3 
Letter from George Ammermann (Jan 23rd) Page 3 
  Elaine McIntyre, Editor 

Master Gardener 

Resources 



2222 

 

 

The Guadalupe County Master Gardener Association 
Is a 

VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION 

MARCH MEETING PROGRAM 

Square Foot Gardening 
Andy Chidster, from Lady Bug Natural Brand, pre-
sented the March education program for GCMG.  
Andy is a certified Bexar County Master Gardener.  
She is also certified as a Composting Specialist as 
well as a certified Square Foot Gardener Instructor.  
Lady Bug Natural Brand sponsored the program 
and provided 3 door prize gift certificates for 
GCMG. 
Andy’s passion is growing vegetables and she con-
fided she was slow to accept the square foot gar-
dening system.  She recommended a book, All New 
Square Foot Gardening Book by Mel Bartholomew 
to anyone planning to try square foot gardening.  

The book is filled with tips on setting up and planning your garden.  She also recommended How to Grow 
More Vegetables by Dr Sam Cotner. This book specifically addresses vegetable gardening in Texas. 
Briefly, to set up your garden you need to select a place in your yard that has 6-9 hours of sunlight.  You 
set up your boxes using non-treated wood or even cinder blocks.  Sizes can vary from 4x4 foot gardens 
to 2x6 or 4x8.  Set up walkways between your boxes to help with weeding and watering.  Sides can be a 
minimum of 6 inches up to 12 inches.  The boxes can be placed on any surface.  She recommended a 
square foot gardening blend for soil and offered many ideas of products and nutrients for keeping the soil 
productive.  The soil needs to be rebuilt every year and she recommends rotating crops as best you can.  
Drip irrigation or soaker hoses are used for watering your garden. 
She touched on companion planting and placement of plants depending on height and size.  She re-
viewed common garden insect pests.  She also reviewed tomato planting and recommended planting the 
tomato on its side, using nitrogen at planting time and discussed tomato grafting which has become 
popular. 
Lady Bug Natural Brand is located in Dripping Springs and they have a garden in Austin. You can use 

their helpful website for more information, www.ladybugbrand.com.  

     Report and photo by Sandy Foss 

“In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt.” 

by Margaret Atwood 
submitted by Clara Mae Marcotte 
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Association NewsAssociation NewsAssociation NewsAssociation News    

NEWLY 

CERTIFIED 
MASTER 

GARDENER 

 MEETING 

REFRESHMENTS 

I want to thank Debbie Lowe, Susan 
Hadley, Cyndy Winkelman, Martha Ed-
wards, Betty Hughes, and Andy Chid-
ster (our speaker) for bringing all the 
wonderful snacks for our March meet-
ing. 
The Volunteers that signed up to bring 
snacks to the April 19th meeting are: 
Debbie Zielins, Karl Ikerd, Sandy Foss, 
and Gail Kiehn.  Thank you for your 
support.  

The Guadalupe County Master Gar-
dener Summer Social will be on June 
21, 2012 at the First Presbyterian 
Church , 305 N King Street , Seguin.  
The location is also where Class 24 will 
be held. We still need at least two peo-
ple to coordinate the event. ( You can 
count your time as volunteer hours).  If 
anyone is interested, please call me at 
830-303-4712 or email me at  
hickslt@lycvos.com  

Letter from 

George Ammermann 
 
I would like to give sincere thanks to the members of Guada-
lupe County Master Gardeners for the plaque giving me rec-
ognition for leading the association during 2011.  Special 
thanks to those who picked up the ball during my absence as 
a result of surgery. George 

The Big Red Barn 
 

We have been involved in maintaining the vegetable and herb garden for many years.  The garden 
serves as a major part of the Ag-day for kids, a program for 4th grade students held each October.  The 
program is sponsored by the Texas Farm Bureau to provide a program allowing students to see how 
food is grown. This past year the garden has been recognized as a certified Butterfly Garden. 
 
This garden provides visual exposure to the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners program.  The project 
is mainly funded by the center and we maintain the site.  All of the plants are labeled which gives the 
public a chance to see different vegetable and herb plants. 
 
Master Gardener Gretchen Ricker serves on the board as a liaison between the center and our organiza-
tion.  Don Hilbert and George Ammermann serve as liaison for the Master Gardeners and the center. 
 
Our board at their February meeting agreed to continue working with the Red Barn. 
      George Ammermann 

DAVE ELDER 
Certificate and pin 
presented by Pres- 
ident Bob Davis. 
 
Photo by Pat Schultze 
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(RESOURCES—continued from page 1) 
challenge ourselves to address the question:  are we 
spending adequate resources on our most important pro-
grams?   It was an interesting exercise to look at where 
our resources had actually gone because, as you might 
suspect, our resources didn’t always seem to track our 
priorities.  We concluded that we may need to place more 
emphasis and resources on those programs that most 
closely track our mission than we have done in the past. 

We spent quite a bit of time talking about our short term goals which included nine goals that we identi-
fied. Because of limited space, the nine short term goals discussed will be presented at the next mem-
bership meeting in April. 
The Guadalupe County Master Gardener program is a multi-talented group of individuals with diverse 
interest and motivation and I am constantly asking myself, are we utilizing our most gifted and valuable 
asset, our volunteers in the best way possible to fulfill our mission?  
Through better communications with our members, we can achieve a more productive organization in 
understanding the motivational preferences that are available to the interests of the individual whether it’s 
a specialist, office work, speaker’s bureau, Jr. Master Gardener program, publication, community gar-
dener or one of the many other different opportunities present in fostering the growth of our volunteers.   
Members are encouraged to provide feedback to our Board on how we can be more effective in pursuit 
of programs and organizational growth. 

ENJOY YOUR SPRING PLANTING. 
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY – MINDS ARE LIKE PARACHUTES---THEY ONLY FUNCTION WHEN 
OPEN.        Thomas Dewar           Bob Davis, President 

KWED Lawn & Garden Show 
The KWED Lawn & Garden Show is on "every" Saturday.  
On a very, very cold March 3rd, the KWED Lawn & Garden 
Show was remote at Schulz Nursery in Marion with MC Bob 
Grafe and GCMGs George Ammermann and Linda Bruno.  
To volunteer or if you have a topic, contact Bob (830-743-
3399) or Janet (830-305-1446) Grafe.  Photo by Dave Elder. 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners Class 24 
August - December 

 
The term mentor was laced with problems because it meant different things to different people and there-
fore, various relationships had gotten different reactions.  So this coming year, the relationship will be 
called sponsorship and we ask that members recruit a student and then just help that person and con-
nect that person with others.  Classes will be held at First Presbyterian Church starting August 15 and 
ending December 5, from 10 am to 2:30 pm on Wednesdays (and some Saturdays) in Seguin.  Cost is 
$190 with no discount.  See guadalupecountymastergardeners.org for schedule of classes 

 
Jose Antonio Contreras, Class Coordinator elmerojose@gmail.com 830-401-0800 
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Some things are just hard to pin down.  Even today the number of different kinds of plant species is still unclear.  
New species are still being identified and sometimes the same species are called by different names.  One esti-
mate is around 400,000.  That’s a lot of diversity which is one reason plants are so successful.  So, what does 
this have to do with my gardening class experience?  I didn’t focus on the plants.  Instead I focused on the many 
opportunities and interests that are going on because of this class.  You’re going to be exposed to a lot of differ-
ent facts, which is cool, and listen to a lot of different speakers, which you’ll find interesting.  You’ll have plenty of 
reading as well as classes working with plants. I really liked learning about plant diseases and the Junior Master 
Gardening clubs (no, they don’t necessarily have anything in common).  But what will you like? My suggestion to 
you is don’t look down at the ground too much, because gardening is obviously not the only commonality, rather 
look around at the diversity. That’s what makes this course so successful. You would be surprised at how many 
different ways you’ll be able to use your interests not only with new and efficient methods, but in ways that are 
creatively useful and meaningful to yourself as well as others.  For starters, enjoy getting to know your mentors.  
Their concerns and interests may not be why you signed up, but just listening to their different experiences will 
make you more aware of what’s going on around.  We have a large county with multiple towns and you are going 
to end up sitting next to someone you don’t know and might have little in common with.  Don’t worry, that just 
sounds like a plant.  So root in and enjoy your class. It’s a good environment.  You’ll grow, trust me -- I’m just not 
sure what plant species you are.    Lo-Ra Dick, Class 23 

  What I need to say about my “mentor”  Pat Schultze is that she is a Genuine Certified “Texas Superstar”, as 
well as a wonderful human being who also is a Guadalupe County Master Gardener.  
 I wanted to take the class when I found out how much she enjoyed being a Master Gardener.  I would not have 
committed to the class and finished if it were not for her.  Pat went beyond being understanding and helpful.  She 
came to my house and drove me to and from classes until she knew I felt comfortable there without her.  She al-
ways helped me through any difficulties I had but also tried to give me the confidence I needed to continue without 
her.  There were some issues for me but only because she was unaware that I was unable to grasp as quickly as I 
should have.  I felt overwhelmed and disappointed in myself at times.  I was having a hard time keeping up with 
what was a fast pace for me.  For others, they may have wanted to pick up the pace...?  
 Pat would constantly reassure me and even took me to several events in San Antonio.  I have always known Pat 
Schultze  to be a kind and generous person.  We have different personalities in some ways but she will always be a 
true friend and I appreciate that she opened up a whole new world of gardening knowledge and gave me 
new  friends, who in my books are “THE BEST”!  Forever grateful,                 Joyce Friesenhahn, Class 23 

As a student of Class 23 of the GCMG I was very fortunate to have had a mentor from a previous class.  Treva 
Hicks called me and welcomed me prior to the class beginning.  When the class met for the first meeting at lunch 
time at Harmon’s BBQ, she was there so I could meet her and instantly we hit it off and exchanged contact infor-
mation.  Having her there instantly put me at ease.  I knew if I needed any information I could call and get imme-
diate help.  After a few classes, Treva called and invited me to meet her at the Rose Emporium where a speaker 
was giving a talk and this would count for some of my service hours.  She contacted me several times and was 
exceptionally helpful when I had questions.  Having completed the class, I realize the importance that Treva 
played in making my experience as a Master Gardener student much more enriching.   Mary Real, Class 23 

Mary Real 

Treva Hicks 

Mentors Made a Difference 
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GUADALUPE COUNTY COMMUNITY GARDEN 

RAISED BED WORKSHOP 
Who would have thought a workshop could be such a family affair.  Among the 25 participants at our Raised Bed 
Workshop on Saturday, March 24th were a mother-daughter team and a father-daughter team.  We also had a 
Master Gardener from Hawaii and a young man putting together information for his Eagle Scout project.  It was a 
varied group. 

Deedy Wright started the morning with a presentation on spring 
vegetable gardening.  After lunch and a presentation on raised 
beds, we moved into the Garden to look at the various types of 
building materials used.  Dale Odvody, with Deb Elia’s assistance, 
showed how the bed kits assembled.  Then Dale moved on to dis-
cuss setting up a drip irrigation system and the various methods of 
watering the completed 
bed. 
 
Thanks so very much to 

Dale Odvody and Joe Bruno for all the shopping and finding the materi-
als we needed.  Ann Odvody marked boards for the drilling and that was 
a lot of boards to mark – over 112.  Bob Teweles, Deb Elia, Esther Pin-
ter, Bob Davis and Laverne McKenney all contributed their time to make 
this a success.  Thanks to you all and anyone I may have missed. 
Photos by Linda Bruno 

Guadalupe County Community Garden - Updates from Ann 
3/1 - Thanks to those of you who came to help harvest, plant, weed, and unload 22 bales of straw.  We harvested 
5 pounds 4 ounces of vegetables, for a total of 76 pounds 10 ounces. 
3/5 - We finally have our sink and produce staging area up and running - no more hose and five gallon bucket! 
While the construction crew (Dale and Joe) installed the plumbing, the rest of us weeded and harvested.  We 
brought in 11 pounds 6 ounces of veggies today.  So far this year, our total is 88 pounds. 
3/8 - It was a pleasant morning, except for the wind.  Mary and Holly planted Kentucky Wonder pole beans, Blue 
Lake bush beans, and Tender Crop bush beans.  Eggplant, squash, cantaloupe, peppers and tomato transplants 
will be planted on Monday after this next cold front gets through here.  Thanks again to all who contributed to the 
sink and prep area.  It was so much easier to clean and weigh the veggies this morning.  We harvested 8 pounds 
14 ounces of produce today.  Total so far this year is 96 pounds 14 ounces. 
3/12 - It took Mary and I almost 3 hours to set out and water in 58 new transplants (cantaloupe, zucchini, 3 kinds of 
peppers, tomatillos, and 4 types of tomatoes).  Dale installed the netting around two more of the beds to keep out 
critters.  We are removing the winter crops that are going to seed, so the harvest was light today (1 pound 9 
ounces).  So far this year 98 pounds 7 ounces. 
3/20 - We are still planting and weeding and some days Mary and  I think the weeds are winning.  Last Thursday 
we harvested 2 pounds 4 ounces; yesterday 5 pounds 5 ounces.  Total so far is 106 pounds.  Carrots (thanks 
Holly) and broccoli are looking very good and we have lots of snow peas.  If you would like to stop by and pull a 
few weeds out of the mulched areas, the combination to the lock is 1980.  Thanks again to all of you who come out 
to help. 
3/26 - Nice out in the garden this morning and everything looks good.  We did a lot of harvesting.  Our current se-
lection is made up of broccoli, spinach, collard greens, carrots, cabbage, beets, garlic, green onions, radishes, and 
snow peas.  You can spend ages in the snow peas and still miss some!  A few of the new tomato plants have be-
gun blooming.  We also have small peaches on one of the peach trees.  Thursday, 22 Mar 2012, we had 8 pounds 
4 ounces of produce.  This morning, 26 Mar 2012, we brought in 12 pounds 3 ounces.  So far this year, 126 
pounds 7 ounces. 
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Wilson County Gardening Days 
 
      This was our 4th year to participate in the Wilson County Gardening Day.  We gave away seeds, lots 
of gardening information and a new give-away (plant markers made from window mini blinds*).  For our 
next MG class we had 3 interested parties sign up.  With the donations and the selling of our GCMG 
cookbooks and the Grow Green landscape books we made $135.19.  This tops all our previous years.  
      Our outstanding volunteers working the GCMG booth were Betty Hughes, Jerilyn Preston, Ramonita 
Cardona, John Sells, Iris Seale, Linda Waite and Martha Grimes.  GC Master Gardeners Penny Glawe, 
Jennifer Wilson and Janice Knobles helped out in the SAWS booth working with Calvin Finch giving 
away 400 free xeriscaping plants and gardening information.  Betty Hughes helped Jerry Parsons at his 
seminars by signing in attendees.  Penny also did a great job promoting GCMG on the KLUP Radio Gar-
den Show.  She has no fear.  GCMG earned great kudos for being so helpful and a big part of the event.  

 

Photos by Penny Glawe & Peggy Jones. 
 
 
*Mini Blinds needed for recycling as plant markers.  It would be wonder-
ful if they came to us already cut and made as plant markers.  Great ac-
tivity to do while watching TV.  If not, then please drop off clean blinds at 
the MG office. 

Jennifer Wilson & Penny 
Glawe 

Iris Seale, Martha 
Grimes, Linda Waite 

Jennifer Wilson Peggy Jones & Betty 
Hughes 

San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo 
 

The Master Gardener booth sold $10,271 in plants.  GCMG Rodeo hours was a real surprise.  To figure 
out how many hours GCMG members contributed to the SASS&R, the only thing I had to work with was 
the four members who reported their hours (you can guess who two of them are) and the last version of 
the schedule I received.    What I came up with was 24 GCMG members worked 506 hours in construc-
tion/deconstruction (5 members) and 52 shifts in the MG booth/greeters/youth programs/school tours (49 
members - 3 of the 5 also worked shifts during the SASS&R).  This compares to 536 hours reported 
(including travel time) for 2011.  Since I did not include travel time for those GCMG members from the 
schedule who have not yet reported their hours, my surprise was that we actually worked more hours "on 
the floor" than last year.  I really thought with Joe quitting on us in the middle of construction, we would 
have a poor representation this year.  I was also surprised at the participation of our Interns (6 out of 20 
Interns contributed 74.5 hours "on the floor").   Dale Odvody 

Peggy Jones 
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GUTIERREZ XERISCAPE PARK, Schertz 

Spring clean up Saturday, March 3rd.  The below pictures are worth a thousand words.  The 
Steele Knights Key Club led by Mrs. Leverich did a beautiful job.  What a bunch of hard workers.  They 
turned a winter-weedy mess back into the lovely Gutierrez Xeriscape Park in Schertz.  It was a fantas-
tic day.  Thanks from Tammee Trawick, GCMG Chair, and the City of Schertz. 

Photos by Tammee Trawick 



9999 

 

 

Extension Office Workday - March 17th 

Wearin’ o’ the Green 
 
An energetic group gathered at the Extension Office on St. Patrick’s Day for our monthly landscape work-
day.  Betty Hughes brought some new perennials to fill in some gaps.  Hughlene Micheli brought her 
wonderful rechargeable string trimmer and blower.  Pat Schulze and Clara Mae Marcotte brought hand 
tools and I brought my lawnmower.   Maybe it was leprechaun magic, but we managed to get the garden 
in great shape before noon.  The green tea and green cookies were delicious!  And yes, we did manage 
to wear some green….grass stains on our knees and gloves! 
 
Thank you to each of you for your skill and hard work. Liz Romero 

Photos by Clara Mae Marcotte.  We don’t know 
where the leprechauns came from. 

Liz and her lawnmower 

Betty Hughes 

Hughlene Micheli & Pat Schultze 
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TEXAS GARDENERTEXAS GARDENERTEXAS GARDENERTEXAS GARDENER 
FUNDRAISER 

 

Our Treasury keeps 25% of your 
subscription when it is sent through 
GCMG.  Email jlbruno@gvec.net for 
further information. 

REMINDER 
 

If anyone needs a card from the organization for an illness or 
loss of a family member, contact  

Gail Johnson, Secretary, 830-491-1996 

or e-mail gailpjohnson@earthlink.net . 

Speakers Bureau 
     On February 27 Linda Bruno spoke at the Immaculate Conception Church Ladies Guild in Marion 
about the Master Gardener Program.  On March 1 Susan Casto spoke to the Seguin American Legion on  
the Red Barn Garden.  On March 8 Martha Edwards’ subject was Herbs at the Marion Education Exten-
sion Association Club.  On March 12 Pat Schultze talked to the Lazy Daisy Garden Club in Seguin about 
Daylilies.  On March 13 Peggy Jones spoke to  New Braunfels Masonic High Twelve Club on Roses.  On 
March 14 Martha Edwards spoke to the Elm Creek EE about Herbs.  On March 17th Peggy Jones, pre-
sented a program on Roses at Maldonado Nursery in Seguin. 
     Speakers, please let me know how many listeners are in each group, your subject, and when and 
where the talk is given.  Membership:  if you belong to a club that needs speakers, please contact me, 
Clara Mae Marcotte, at rcm.marcotte@gmail.com.  We have speakers on FireWise, Plant Propagation, 
Oak Wilt, Rainwater Harvesting, Greenhouse Management, Composting, Citrus Greening, Entomology, 
Vegetables, Wildflowers, and Floral Arranging. 

Members in Service 

 

Texas Master Gardener Board of Directors 

Two Year Term - George Ammermann; Linda Bruno, Alternate 
One Year Term - Gail Johnson; Jim Johnson, Alternate 

Project Evaluation Committee 
Gillian Siemens, Barbara Gettig, Janice Knobles 
Membership Outreach Committee - Open 

Speakers Bureau - Clara Mae Marcotte 

Guadalupe County Community Garden Operating Committee 
Linda Bruno, Holly Christian 

JMG Program Coordinator - Lo-Ra Dick 
Master Gardener Office/Library - Betty Hughes 

AgriLife Building Workdays - Liz Romero 

New Member Support - Bob Teweles 

Hours Reporting - Dale & Ann Odvody 

Notification - Dale Odvody & Beth Zies 

Refreshment Coordinator - Treva Hicks 

WebSite Photo Album - Jerilyn Preston 

Class 23 & 24 Coordinator - Jose Antonio Contreras 

Newsletter Editor - Elaine McIntyre 

Web Master - Randee Malmsten 

March Meeting 
 
The drawing of $26 was won by Pat 
Schultze.  Gloria Saenz won a door 
prize by answering a question from 
the February Newsletter.  Martha Ed-
wards and Hughlene Micheli each won 
a door prize.  Our speaker provided 
the door prizes 

FUTURE PROGRAMS 
 
May 17 - Using Herbs in Your Diet - 
Mary Dunford, owner of Nature's Herb 
Farm, will talk about how herbs can 
best be used in our diet. 
June 21 - Summer Social 
Aug 16 - Ten Bugs Every Gardener 
Should Know, Molly Keck, Integrated 
Pest Management Program Specialist 
with Texas AgriLife Extension of Bexar 
County.  MS in Entomology 


